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Join us as we apply practical techniques and explore the parentage of George Haycock! 

 
 

 Civil Census Records 
 
Census enumerations in England and Wales were recorded a bit differently than those 
recorded in the United States. The enumerations were not based on where a person lived 
precisely; rather, they were based on where a person slept on a specific night.1 Census 
records currently available to the public which listed individual household members 
include 6 June 1841, 30 March 1851, 7 April 1861, 2 April 1871, 3 April 1881, 5 April 1891, 
31 March 1901, and 2 April 1911. Census records generally contain information regarding 
a person’s name, address, residence, age, marital status, occupation, and place of birth. 
 
The 1939 Register is also an invaluable source similar to a census record. The 1931 census 
was destroyed during World War II, and no census was taken in 1941. The register is the 
most complete census substitute for the years between 1921 and 1951. 
 

 Civil Registration of Birth, Marriages, and Deaths 
 
Civil registration, the governmental recording of births, marriages, and deaths, began 1 July 
1837.2 Certificates must be purchased from the General Register Office (www.gro.gov.uk); 
however, a free index is available from the General Register Office and from FreeBMD 
(www.freebmd.org.uk). 
 

 
1 "Census Records," National Archives, http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-

research/research-guides/census-records, accessed June 2019. 
2 "Births, Marriages and Deaths in England and Wales," National Archives, 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/birth-marriage-death-
england-and-wales/, accessed June 2019. 
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Birth certificate information generally contains the birth date and place; the child’s name 
and gender; the father’s name and occupation; the mother’s full maiden name; and the 
informant’s name, residence, and relationship to the infant.3 
 
Marriage certificate information generally contains the marriage date and place, including 
the name of the church if applicable; the names, ages, marital condition, profession, and 
residences of the bride and groom at the time of the marriage; the names and occupations 
of the fathers of the bride and groom, including notations if the fathers were deceased; and 
signatures or marks of the bride, groom, and witnesses. 
 
Death certificates hold the least genealogical value as they do not list the names of parents 
for adults. They do generally contain the death date and place, the name, gender, 
occupation, and cause of death; and the name, residence, and relationship of the death 
informant. 
 

 Church Records4 
 
Before 1837, only churches recorded christenings, marriages, and burials in England and 
Wales. “Non-Conformists” are adherents of any religion other than the Church of England.  
 
Church of England Registers 
 
Church of England, or Anglican, records include christenings, marriages, and burials. The 
records were first kept at a parish level; such records are called “parish registers.” A 
transcription of the parish registers was made annually and submitted to the diocese; such 
records are called “bishop’s transcripts.” Variations in the information recorded regarding 
individual sacramental events are common. Both records should ALWAYS be checked. 
Beginning in 1813, parish registers were recorded on a pre-printed form.  
 
Baptismal records generally contain the given name of the child; the father’s given name; 
the father’s occupation and residence after 1813; the mother’s given name, though 
generally not her surname; the christening date; and occasionally the birth date. 

 
3 “England Civil Registration,” FamilySearch Wiki, https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en 

/England_Civil_Registration, accessed June 2019. 
4 “England Church Records,” FamilySearch Wiki, https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en 

/England_Church_Records, accessed June 2019. 
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Marriage records generally contain at minimum the names of the bride and groom and the 
marriage date. After 1754, a form was used to record marriages in parishes. The form 
included the names of the witnesses, the name of the minister, and if the marriage was by 
banns or license. After 1837, marriage records also recorded the ages of the bride and 
groom and the names and occupations of their fathers. Licenses were issued by the diocese 
and often contain large amounts of information. If your ancestor was married by license, 
you will definitely want to find a copy of it. 
 
Burial records at a minimum generally contain the name of the deceased person and the 
date of burial. Fathers’ names are frequently given for deceased children, husbands’ names 
are frequently given for deceased wives, and it may be noted if the decedent was a widow. 
After 1813, pre-printed forms included the age, residence, and occupation of the deceased, 
as well as the minister’s signature. 
 
Non-sacramental church records are referred to as “parish chest records.” Such records can 
contain much information of genealogical value, including records regarding care for the 
poor and care of children of unwed mothers; examinations to see if a person had a legal 
right to live in the parish, and if not, their expulsion from the parish; apprenticeship 
documents; military certificates; and more. 
 
Non-Conformist Registers 

 
Between the years 1754 and 1837, legal marriages, except for marriages of Quakers and 
Jews, were only valid if performed by the Church of England, regardless of a person’s 
religion. One can suspect his or her family may have been non-conformist if a marriage is 
found recorded in Church of England records but not christening records for the couple’s 
children. If a non-conformist church did not have a burial ground of its own, deceased 
persons could be buried in the Church of England parish cemetery. 


