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General Overview: 
 Consider purchasing Finding Your Mexican Ancestors: A Beginner’s Guide by George & Peggy 

Ryskamp 

 A basic understanding of written Spanish is extremely helpful. You may want to use 

language learning tools available through Duolingo, Rosetta Stone, or your nearby 

community college or university. 

 The BYU Script site (https://script.byu.edu) is helpful for learning how to decipher Spanish 

handwriting. There are a number of different tutorials for several languages. 

 Civil registration at most jurisdictions began sometime in the 1860’s following a law passed 

by President Benito Juárez in 1859. Civil registration was not rigorously enforced until 1867. 

You cannot expect general compliance until the mid-20th century. 

Online Record Availability: 
 You can expect to find most birth, marriages, and death records online from the beginning 

of civil registration to about 1930 (and beyond in some cases). Other record sets have to be 

consulted on-site (adoption records, guardianship records, etc.) 

 Most states can be found accompanied by a searchable, digital index on Ancestry® 

(https://www.ancestry.com).  

 Civil registration can also be found on FamilySearch (http://www/familysearch.org) by 

searching at the municipal level. You can find civil registration online for Sinaloa here, but 

they are not indexed, and larger cities often have several books for each year. 
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 When searching digital indexes, I suggest that you start by searching by only the parents’ 

names in the index. In theory, this will bring up the names of all of these children. Take all 

of these children into account. While a record for one of your ancestors may not record 

grandparents’ names, a siblings’ record may. This technique is especially helpful in Northern 

Mexico where families moved quite often. 

Civil Birth Registrations: 
 Ideally, you can expect to find the following information in this order:  

o The place, date, and time of registration followed by the name of the official 

recording the event. 

o The informant’s name, age, and occupation, residence, and place of origin - likely the 

father or a grandfather 

o The child’s sex, birthday (number of days before registration), and time 

o The father’s name, age, and occupation, residence, and place of origin 

o The mother’s name, and age, residence, and place of origin 

o The child’s name 

o Paternal and maternal grandparents’ names, whether living or deceased, their ages (if 

living), residence, and place of origin 

o Godparents, witnesses, and additional commentary 

 Children were typically baptized and registered civilly within a few days although this is not 

always the case. It is not uncommon to find children that were only baptized at the Catholic 

church and never registered or registered later in life as they attempted to marry in the civil 

register as a young adult.  

 In situations where children were registered several years after they were born, they may 

have registered several children at once. Be sure to check the pages before and after your 

record of interest just in case if you’re working with this scenario. 

Civil Marriage Registrations: 
 The civil marriage process is typically split into two parts: presentation, and marriage. That is 

why you will usually find two index entries with different dates when searching a digital 

index of civil marriage records. 
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 Consent by both the groom and bride was required and if they were under legal age, 25 

years, the consent of his or her father was required as well. 

 It is helpful to think of marriage as a process rather than a single event as you consider the 

various stages and documentation involved.  

 

Civil Marriage Presentations 

 This record is analogous to marriage licenses in the United States, but they tend to be much 

more informative. 

 They detail information about the bride and groom such as their civil status (single or 

widowed) age, residences, places of origin (down to what ranch they lived on), and 

information about their parents’ as well. These records don’t typically record grandparents’ 

names, but I have encountered a record or two that have in the past. 

 The civil marriage presentation process largely mirrors the same process in the Catholic 

church with similar requirements. 

 

Civil Marriage Records 

 These keep record of when the actual marriage took place. In the United States, you’ll 

usually find the marriage licenses and certificates on the same page on microfilmed copies. 

In Mexico, you’ll find these records a few weeks apart in the same book. 

 They usually have the same information as the Civil marriage record with a few additional 

details if their marriage required a dispensation due to consanguinity or affinity for example. 

Civil Death Registration: 
 See “Civil Registration Death Records” on page 32 in Finding Your Mexican Ancestors: A 

Beginner’s Guide by George & Peggy Ryskamp for the full text on this important record set. 

 Some researchers question the need to search death records, feeling that birth and marriage 

records will bring quicker research results. For several reasons, however, death records 

should never be overlooked, as they do the following: 

o Close avenues of research 

o Verify what you already know, or have previously assumed 

o Give new information 
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o Trace back several generations 

o Lead to other sources of information 

o Add human interest 

 Because the information in a death entry varies far more than those from birth and marriage 

records, civil registration death records can differ dramatically in content and size. 

 Generally, a civil registration death record will give the following information: the name, age, 

and occupation of the informant; the name of the deceased; the date of his or her death; his 

or her age; the names of his or her parents (especially if the person is an unmarried child – 

but not if they were married, in that case it will usually just name the spouse), his or her date 

of burial, class of burial, the cause of death, his or her profession, etc. 
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