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Best Source for family history stuff for younger families is this NEW page 

https://www.familysearch.org/discovery/activities/ 

Recipes 

https://www.familysearch.org/campaign/recipes 

AWESOME blog page with great recipe content, tons more posts 

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/recipes/ 

Family History month 2016 content (SO GOOD-lots of digital printables) 

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/family-history-month-love-thee/ 

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/family-history-month-cake-remember/ 

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/family-history-month-journey-to-the-past/ 

Fortify Your Home series (Directed to LDS Church members, but great for everyone) 

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/fortify-your-home/ 

- Stories: https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/fortify-your-home-stories/?icid=bl-2017-6481 
- Gather: https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/fortify-your-home-purpose/?icid=bl-2017-

6481 
- Food Traditions: https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/fortify-your-home-food-

traditions/?icid=bl-2017-6481 
- Tangible Activities: https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/fortify-your-home-

activities/?icid=bl-2017-6481 

 

#52stories 

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/52stories/ 

Define Your Dash 

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/define-dash-start-writing-personal-history-52stories-

project-2/ 

 



Printables 

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/52stories-printables/ 

Assorted 

Turn Major Life Events Into Family History Moments 

- https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/turn-major-life-events-family-history-
moments/?cid=pi-2017-6238 

 

Building Bridges with Kitchen Table Traditions 

- https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/building-bridges-kitchen-table-traditions/?cid=pi-
2017-6276 

 

Keeping the Stories of Family Heirlooms Alive 

- https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/keeping-stories-family-heirlooms-alive/ 

 

Stories 

Build a Legacy 

- https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/build-family-legacy/ 

 

Oral History 

- https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/familysearch-apps-oral-histories/?icid=bl-2017-6469 

 

Preserving Memories, Real Life Success Stories 

- https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/preserving-family-memories-reallife-success-
stories/?icid=bl-2017-6469 

 

Preserve Your Story Today 

- https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/ways-preserve-share-family-story-today/?icid=bl-
2017-6469 

 

How Stories Shape Identity 

- https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/family-stories-shape-identities/?icid=bl-2017-6469 
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3 Tips to Celebrate Ancestors from Your Family 

Tree at Gatherings 

August 25, 2015  - by  Greg McMurdie 

 

Whether it’s to celebrate a birthday, observe 
a holiday, or get together just because, there’s 
nothing better than spending time with 
family. Being with loved ones grounds us and 
serves to remind us who we are and what 
makes our lives special. 

One wonderful way to make these gatherings 
even more memorable is to incorporate 
family history-themed activities. Remembering ancestors from your family tree can be an 
exciting way to explore the past while strengthening bonds with relatives. 

We asked some of our favorite genealogists to share how they recommend incorporating 
family history activities into gatherings. Read their tips and start planning how you’ll 
incorporate ancestors from your family tree into upcoming get-togethers. 

Tip #1: Display Vintage Family Photos 

“Old family photos are timeless,” says Rachel LaCour Niesen, founder of Save Family 
Photos. “They tell us volumes about our family history, and about our family legacy. That’s 
why you should display vintage family photos at family events!” 

Seeing photos displayed at gatherings can inspire everyone at a family event to share 
memories about ancestors. These conversations can surface other stories about additional 
ancestors, those living and those who have passed. 

Rachel recommends being thoughtful about how photos are presented. “When it comes to 
displaying old photos, creating a theme can be an effective way to tell family stories.” You 
might, for example, create presentations themed around weddings, anniversaries, 
birthdays, or other milestone events. 

Rachel also emphasizes the importance of being inclusive. “Nobody wants to see an aunt 
having a meltdown because she was left out.” 

 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/author/mcmurdiegm/
https://familysearch.org/mobile/memories?cid=bl-FG-3541
https://instagram.com/savefamilyphotos/
http://savefamilyphotos.com/
http://savefamilyphotos.com/


Tip #2: Get Visual with Family Storytelling 

That’s the recommendation of Joshua Taylor. “Your relatives are far more than the names 
and dates scattered on sheets of paper,” he says. “It’s important to be as visual as you can 
when incorporating family history into gatherings.” 

“Consider having relatives produce and share short videos for YouTube, or place the old 
family photographs on Instagram,” Joshua recommends. “That way, the family can gather 
and view the photos during the event on a platform that is engaging for younger family 
members.” 

“Last but not least,” Joshua says, “don’t forget to include the stories that really draw in 
family members. Don’t shy away from the scoundrels, legends, and heroes in your family 
tree, sharing their stories with visual elements in addition to written text.” 

Tip #3: Don’t Forget the Games! 

No family gathering is complete without games for the children. Fun family history-related 
games can be a great way to instill the importance of ancestry among the little ones. The 
genealogists we spoke with had a number of recommendations for family history fun: 

Family Tree Hopscotch 

Kids love hopscotch, and this fun variation from Lisa Louise Cooke, founder of Genealogy 
Gems, allows you to put a family history spin on a classic past time of childhood. Here’s 
how you can do it: 

1. Print and laminate sheets of paper that read, “Me,” “Mom,” “Dad,” “Grandma (mom’s mom),” Grandpa 

(mom’s dad),” and so forth, until you have sheets of paper for each member of your family tree back to 

great-great grandparents on both sides of the family. 

2. Lay out the laminated pages for great-great grandparents first, taping them down in a line on a flat 

surface (electrical tape removes easily from interior floors). 

3. Drop down to the next generation, taping down the laminated pages for great grandparents beneath 

those featuring great-great grandparents. Continue moving down generations, placing pages on the floor 

in the same way a family tree is set up until you reach the bottom (“Me” page for children). 

4. Use additional tape to clarify relationships between family members, marking lines of lineage between 

family members. 

5. Supply beanbags for children to toss. Have them throw a beanbag to a laminated page featuring a 

relative, where they can then hop to. Ask children to offer the name of the ancestor they have hopped to, 

inviting parents to help as necessary. 

For more fun, you can tape additional questions to the floor around the tree that help kids 
to explore family history. For example, “How many great-great grandparents do you have?” 

https://www.youtube.com/user/FamilySearch
https://instagram.com/familysearch/
https://twitter.com/lisacooke
http://lisalouisecooke.com/
http://lisalouisecooke.com/


and “If you have three children, and so do each of your children, and so do each 
of their children, how many great-grandchildren would you have?” 

Family Memory Game 

The classic card-matching game Memory is the inspiration for this fun activity developed 
by Becky Higgins, founder of Project Life®. Help kids enjoy themselves while learning 
about family with these steps: 

1. Search through your scanned or digital photos to identify family members you’d like to feature in the 

game deck. Ten is a good number of images to target for a challenging game. 

2. Use an image editor to size each of the digital photographs so that they have the same dimensions (2″ x 

2″ is a good size for game play). Duplicate each photo to create pairs of images. 

3. Print the pairs of images. To make the game pieces sturdier, laminate them. 

4. Explain the rules of the card-matching game if children don’t know them. Players take turns turning over 

cards to identify matches until all pairs are collected. 

Encourage kids to name and talk about the family members in each photo as cards are 
turned over. You may want to watch over the game in case they need help recognizing 
family members. You might also share any interesting details from the lives of relatives and 
ancestors included in the game deck. 

Who Am I? 

Another game developed by Becky Higgins, Who Am I?, allows children to learn about 
family members in an engaging guess-who format. Here are steps you can use to set up the 
game: 

1. Look through your scanned or digital photos to choose family members for the game. You may choose as 

many or as few as you’d like. 

2. Print the photos in a large size (8″ x 10″, e.g.) that allows images to be easily seen when held up before a 

group of children. 

3. On the reverse side of the photo, include a typed or written narrative about the family member who is in 

the photo, with each narrative ending, “Who Am I?” You can laminate cards to make them sturdier. 

4. To play the game, hold up the images in front children while reading the narratives of family members, 

asking children to guess each of the family members featured on the cards. 

This fun game can help you to highlight the lives of grandparents, great grandparents, and 
others from throughout your family tree. Providing interesting, detail-rich stories can make 
the lives of ancestors come alive for children. 

https://instagram.com/BeckyHigginsLLC
http://beckyhiggins.com/


“Kids may well have heard these stories about relatives before and try to guess,” says 
Becky. “If they don’t know an ancestor’s story before playing the game, they will after.” 

Make Family History a Focus of Gatherings 

Gatherings with relatives are an important time to celebrate our family history. Use these 
tips from family historians to celebrate your family legacy. When you record stories in 
your family tree, you are saving them for posterity for the entire family to appreciate and 
enjoy. 

  

https://familysearch.org/mobile/memories?cid=bl-FG-3541


Día de Muertos: A Day to Honor Your Ancestors 

October 31, 2018  - by  José López 

How do you remember tus antepasados—your ancestors? Do you have those memories 
preserved so they can be passed on to future generations? 

Recently, I told my children the story of a man who recorded all his knowledge on the walls 
of a cave with the hope that one day this knowledge would be passed on, and others would 
remember him. The drive to be remembered and to remember your ancestors is powerful. 
That is why so many cultures have holidays and festivals to celebrate the memories of 
deceased loved ones. 

If this man in my story were living in the 21st century, his journal may have been a 
notebook, video, blog, or album full of pictures. His children may have added their 
memories of him as they gathered around their ofrenda or wrote calaveras literarias. We 
take these memories of our ancestors and celebrate them, share them with our familia, our 
family. Do you have memories from tus abuelos—your grandparents? What about tus 
padres—your parents? How can you pass on your own story? 

 Día de Muertos—Celebrating Day of the Dead and All Saints 

Day 

If you celebrate a holiday such as Día de Muertos or Día de Difuntos, you already have 
traditions for keeping the memories of your ancestors alive and retelling their stories. Or 
maybe you haven’t participated in these rich traditions but find them interesting after 
learning about them from secondary sources such as the Disney movie Coco. Exploring both 
old and new traditions is a great way to begin remembering your ancestors as unique 
individuals. 

In Guatemala, where I live, the end-of-the-year holidays are very popular. There’s “All 
Saints Day” or “Day of the Dead” in November (Día de todos los Santos or Día de Muertos). 
There’s Día de los Niños, “Day of the Children,” in October. We even include remembering 
our ancestors as part of our Christmas celebrations in December. The way people celebrate 
these holidays depends on where they live. Mi padre was born in the west part of 
Guatemala, and I was born in Guatemala City. The traditions we have for Día de Muertos are 
different, but both are very rich and significant, focusing on family relationships and 
remembering ancestors. 

Cometa—Sending Messages to Ancestors 

My father was raised with the tradition of making cometa, or kites, for Día de Muertos. He 
would search for straws in the dried stalks to help mi bisabuela (my great-grandmother) 
make kites and sell them to friends and neighbors. A few weeks before the Day of the Dead 

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/author/jlopez/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/what-s-el-d-de-los-muertos-it-s-not-n815966
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/family-history-pixar-coco/?cid=bl-fsup-8122
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_Saints'_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_Saints'_Day
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/destinations/north-america/mexico/top-ten-day-of-dead-mexico/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Children's_Day
https://www.cnn.com/2016/11/02/world/barriletes-gigantes-guatemala/index.html


celebration, the rain would slow and the wind would start to blow to make the kites fly. Mi 
padre learned the kites symbolized sending messages to loved ones who have left this life. 
Later, my great-grandmother would let my dad make his own kites, which he loved to fly. 

Day of the Dead celebrations, regardless of the country, are filled with cempasúchil, flowers, 
and calavera, skulls. Both are symbolic of the temporary nature of mortality and the 
immortality of the soul or human spirit. Many people use marigolds during Día de Muertos, 
preferring them for their rich colors and aroma. Mi abuelo made stone flowers for people to 
use, and I remember selling both with my family for the holiday. 

Families spend a lot of time preparing the graves of deceased ancestors with 
marigolds, calavera, photos, memorabilia, and the ancestor’s preferred foods and drinks. 
All these practices are believed to attract the spirit of the deceased ancestor, who is 
believed to visit living family members during the festivities. 

 
Three or four days before Día de Muertos, mi abuelo would buy paint and make a 
mixture with a water base. He would send my dad with his brothers to the San 
Marcos cemetery to clean and paint our ancestors’ tombs. We honor our ancestors’ 
resting places and appreciate the heritage of family recipes. Today mi 
familia prepares a fiambre, a special plate for the Day of the Dead. The fiambre is a 
mix of cultural recipes with Creole and native flavors from the region, and it’s a way 
to bring families together. 

Recordando a los Muertos Comienza con los Vivos—

Remembering the Dead Starts with the Living 

More than 33 years ago, mis padres started to write a family journal in a blue notebook. It 
was in this journal that the history of my life first began to be recorded, including details 
from before my birth. 

Today we have Instagram Stories, Facebook Biographies, Memories on FamilySearch, and 
thousands of other applications that offer easy and simple solutions for keeping a diary of 
our lives. Why do we share so much on social media? 

The other day I found the answer in something a youth said: “We share stories because we 
want to be remembered.” Simple. 

At the birthday of my third child, we decided we would start a new tradition in my family. I 
asked family members to look for a connection with our ancestors by sharing a memory 
they have—one that others might not know. During the activity, I could see my family 
members were each having a significant experience, especially with the connections they 
were making between themselves as they spoke about their ancestors. It was like an 
invisible power was bonding them together as they told stories to each other. 

https://www.tripsavvy.com/cempasuchil-flowers-for-day-of-dead-1588749
https://www.tripsavvy.com/what-is-a-calavera-1588748
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/recipes/?cid=bl-fsup-8123
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/18-writing-tips-tell-stories/?cid=bl-fsup-8124
https://www.instagram.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.familysearch.org/photos/?cid=bl-fsup-8125
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/creating-traditions-family-memories/?cid=bl-fsup-8126
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/build-family-legacy/?cid=bl-fsup-8127
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/build-family-legacy/?cid=bl-fsup-8127
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/family-stories-shape-identities/?cid=bl-fsup-8128
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/family-stories-shape-identities/?cid=bl-fsup-8128


How can you remember your ancestors? Do you have a place to store all these memories of 
your family, both the living and the deceased? 

Using FamilySearch to Remember Your Ancestors  

FamilySearch has an app you can use to help you record, preserve, and share these family 
stories. With the Memories app, you can gather and preserve the stories of tu familia and 
each of your ancestors. Download the app, and consider these five tips for how you can 
preserve memories during Día de Muertos—or any time you want to honor your ancestors. 

1. Preserve memories as they are celebrated. When your family places your ancestor’s photo on 

your ofrenda, have you thought to preserve that photo somewhere you can see it any time? You can 

upload the photos of your ancestors—and much more—to the Memories app as you honor your 

ancestor year after year. Favorite recipes from tu bisabuela, pictures of her decorated gravestone, poems 

you write for her, and all sorts of memories can be stored and shared with the Memories app. You 

can tag these memories with your ancestor’s name so all your relatives can experience your great-

grandmother’s traditions as well. 

  

2. Record stories as they are shared. Do you have a tradition of sharing family stories? Would you like to 

start one? Every time a story is passed on, there’s an opportunity to record it and place it somewhere 

you and your family can revisit any time. You can record a story or memory as text or audio right when 

you hear it and then upload it to the FamilySearch Memories app. 

  

3. Upload memories as they are created. Your deceased relatives are not the only ones worth 

remembering. All of us cherish precious moments with our children, siblings, parents, or whomever we 

consider our family. The photos you save on your phone, the stories that come from family gatherings, 

events, and random life moments—preserve those memories now so your family will have them to look 

back on. The great thing about the Memories app is that you can use it to collect all your family stories in 

one place, and you can do it from your phone or other mobile device. 

  

4. Make preserving memories part of your tradition. You and each of your family members have so 

many stories to share. Día de Muertos, Día de Todos los Santos, and every tradition for remembering your 

ancestors are perfect opportunities to help build a collection of your family stories. When you start or 

participate in family traditions, use the Memories app or your family’s choice medium to grow this 

precious family history. 

  

5. Start now! Using the Memories app is very simple, and it is freely accessible. With the Family Tree 

appand the FamilySearch.org desktop site, you can upload and access your family’s memories on 

https://www.familysearch.org/photos/?cid=bl-fsup-8125
https://www.familysearch.org/photos/?cid=bl-fsup-8125
https://www.familysearch.org/mobile/memories?cid=bl-fsup-8121
https://www.familysearch.org/mobile/memories?cid=bl-fsup-8121
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ofrenda
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/recipes/?cid=bl-fsup-8123
https://www.familysearch.org/mobile/memories?cid=bl-fsup-8121
https://www.familysearch.org/photos/?cid=bl-fsup-8125
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/build-family-legacy/?cid=bl-fsup-8127
https://www.familysearch.org/mobile/memories?cid=bl-fsup-8121
https://www.familysearch.org/mobile/memories?cid=bl-fsup-8121
https://www.familysearch.org/mobile/memories?cid=bl-fsup-8121
https://www.familysearch.org/mobile/memories?cid=bl-fsup-8121
https://www.familysearch.org/mobile/tree?cid=bl-fsup-8130
https://www.familysearch.org/mobile/tree?cid=bl-fsup-8130
https://www.familysearch.org/photos/?cid=bl-fsup-8125


your FamilySearch tree. This resource is a great way to preserve and look at the stories of tu 

familia from each generation. 

Family history is something that is worth sharing. Through it we are remembered, and we 
remember our ancestors. They deserve to be remembered, as do you. 

 

 

 

To receive an electronic copy of this document, please email your request to Mike Provard 
at provardmr@familysearch.org. 

 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/pedigree/landscape/KWNS-GNC?cid=bl-fsup-8131
mailto:provardmr@familysearch.org

