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The Relief Society Bulletin was published in 1914 and was followed by the Relief 
Society Magazine that ran from 1915 to 1970. Join me on a journey of discovery in 
finding the family history treasures among the pages of the Relief Society Magazine!  

MY DISCOVERY 
Several stacks of the Relief Society Magazine 
were discovered at my parents’ home after my 
mother passed away. I spent some time 
browsing through several issues and 
discovered the treasure of family history stories 
just waiting to be found. 

BREIF HISTORY  
• 1872 Women’s Exponent 
• 1914 Relief Society Bulletin 
• 1915-1970 Relief Society Magazine 
• Founding Editor was Susa Young Gates 
• Subscribers: 

o 1930 – 26,509 
o 1967 – 260,000 

• Replaced by Ensign 
 

FAMILY HISTORY STORIES FOUND IN THE MAGAZINE 
Numerous examples of family history 
related stories will be shared during the 
lecture. Some of those examples are 
included in this syllabus. In the “Bond 
Family” example, on William Bond’s 
page in Family Tree there is no mention 
of T. Edward Bond. Following the clues in this Query may result in more family records! 



  
 

  
Elizabeth Welker collected antique 
sample lace and also learned to make 
different styles of lace. Her story was 
found by browsing through the online 
pages of the magazine. Several more 
articles about Elizabeth were found by 
following up with a search for her name. 
On her page in Family Tree there is no 
mention of her lace collection or the 
special Relief Society events held to 
show her unique collection of lace to the 
community. 
 
Elizabeth’s photo (bottom-right) and her 
written testimony were found after 
searching for her name: 
 

 

 
 
 
 



  
 

 
 
1940 June issue – “Three Generations of Relief Society Singers in Enoch Ward”. Is this story and photo 
included on their pages in the Family Tree? 

 
 
 
 
Dorothy was 
featured in 
the 1954 
January 
issue as the 
first-place 
short story 
winner. This 
is a perfect 
example of 
a family 
history story 
that could 
be included 
on Dorothy’s 
page in 
Family Tree. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The April 1926 issue featured C. Nelson White, the new Children’s Friend illustrator. He was born in 
Denmark 21 July 1893. His story of becoming an illustrator would be a great addition to his page in 
Family Tree! There are hundreds more stories about our ancestors in the magazine waiting to found! 



  
 

SEARCHING THE MAGAZINE ONLINE 
1. Use the BYU Library online at Lib.byu.edu 
2. Click on “Collections” 
3. Select “Digital Collections” 
4. Scroll down until you find the option for the 

“Relief Society Magazine Index” 
 

 

 
 

5. Search by name using surname, first name. Example: Sabin, Zara. 
6. Use the Advanced Search 
7. Search for men’s names too! Yes, there are interesting stories about the men too! 
8. Browse the Categories to understand how the magazine was both indexed and 

categorized 
9. When you find something of interest by browsing, follow up by doing a search for the 

name of interest. You may discover more than one article or poem that was written 
by or about the same person. 

10. The scanned issues are saved on the Internet Archive website. The search on the 
BYU website will link to the issue that matches your search. Therefore, you can also 
choose to do your searches on the Internet Archive website at https://archive.org  in 
addition to BYU’s search, or in place of the BYU search 

11. Magazine at Interne Archive: https://archive.org/details/reliefsocietymagazine  
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