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Session Description 

This class will discuss how LDS family organizations can increase their membership 
and strengthen family relationships through using various DNA tests.  Examples and 
results from two large LDS ancestral family organizations who have successful used 
DNA tests to increase and enhance their association will be presented. 

 

Genetic Genealogy 

Combining the use of DNA testing and Genealogy is a relatively young method of family 
research. …In the late 1990's, there were several highly publicized cases, i.e.: the 
"Cheddar Man", Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemmings, and the last Czar of Russia's 
family, to name a few, in which DNA was utilized to prove or disprove relationships to 
people that have long since been deceased. The media coverage of these, and other 
cases, helped to bring DNA testing for genealogical applications to the commercial 
market in the year 2000.  …The International Society of Genetic Genealogy (ISOGG) 
was founded in 2005 by DNA project administrators who shared a common vision: the 
promotion and education of genetic genealogy. 
https://isogg.org/wiki/Wiki_Welcome_Page; https://isogg.org/wiki/Portal:DNA_testing 

 

Sources about Genetic Genealogy and DNA Tests   
Links to the articles below can be found at:  

https://sites.google.com/view/ldsafa/resources/dna-research 

2017: DNA - What, When, How, Why - FAWs for Beginners, by Donna Rutherford.  This 
article provides information information and understanding about genetic DNA testing. 

2017: Still Not Soup, by Judy G. Russell.  This article presents the concerns, limitations 
and problems surrounding DNA ethnicity estimates. 

https://isogg.org/wiki/Wiki_Welcome_Page


2018: DNA Testing, by the International Society of Genetic Genealogy (ISGG).  This 
article and others by ISGG contains extensive information about DNA tests. 

2018: Is DNA testing telling us more than we want to know? The untold story of 
Ancestry.com, by Erica Evans, Deseret News, May 30, 2018. 

 

What If A DNA Test Does Not Support Your Genealogical Assumptions 

Always remember that "Family is family, whether it is by blood, adoption or inheritance." 
If DNA testing does not support your genealogical assumptions, do not distance 
yourself from those who have supported and loved you during your life. Regardless of 
how you received or acquired your surname--whether it was by blood, adoption or 
inheritance--stay close to those who know and love you, and invest in strengthening 
family ties that connect you to those you call and know as "family". 

 

DNA Tests Can Help Grow Family Organizations 

LDS family organizations can use the publicized calculated (or estimated) DNA 
relatedness of individuals who are identified as cousins by different DNA testing 
companies to grow and sustain their associations.  This can be done through: 1) the 
organization contacting all similar surnamed individuals who are identified by various 
DNA testing companies as related to other same-surnamed individuals and inviting 
them to join and contribute their lineage to the organization; and 2) the organization 
encouraging all first-to-fourth generation “cousins” who various DNA testing companies 
calculate (or estimate) are related to other known family members to join and contribute 
their lineage to the organization. 

 

Conclusions From DNA Tests By Two Ancestral Family Organizations 

Various DNA tests by two large LDS ancestral family organizations have shown that 
DNA tests can approximately or reasonably identify and publicize calculated (or 
estimated) relatedness between cousins back to about four generations.  However, the 
accuracy of such calculated (or estimated) relationships between living individuals can 
be significantly different than what is genealogically provable.  Also the shown 
geographical distributions and percentages of association to estimated ancestral 
locations can vary considerably between companies.   
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What are Vital Records and Why are they Created?  

• Vital Records = Birth, marriage, and death records, sometimes adoption and 

divorce are included as well. 

• Be aware of the laws of the time period and location of your research that 

governed the creation of vital records. 

 

Jurisdictions 

• Be aware of record jurisdictions and when records were created in that location.  

• Before 1900- Look for all record types at the county level 

• After 1900- Look for birth and death records at the state level, marriage likely 

still created at the county level.  

 

Primary vs. Secondary Information: 

• Primary information: Information recorded at or near the time of the event by 

someone closely associated with it. 

• Secondary information: Information recorded much later than the event or 

recorded by a person who was not associated with the event. 

• Primary information will almost always be more accurate than secondary 

information 

 

Helpful Links:  

https://wiki.familysearch.org : FamilySearch Research Wiki, learn about various 

genealogical topics including jurisdictions.  

https://www.familysearch.org/catalog/search : FamilySearch Catalog, search by 

jurisdiction to know what is available online or at the FHL.  

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/w2w/index.htm : National Center for Health Statistics, state 

by state index of where to write to obtain vital records.  

https://www.ancestry.com/wiki/index.php?title=Overview_of_Vital_Records : Vital 

Records section of The Source: A Guidebook of American Genealogy, digitized by 

Ancestry.com (print copy of The Source available at the BYU Library). 

https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_Vital_Records : Introduction to 

United States vital record research, FamilySearch Wiki page. 
 

 

Proper use of vital records is essential to quality family history research. 

 

Birth, Marriage and Death:  to Our Research 

https://wiki.familysearch.org/
https://www.familysearch.org/catalog/search
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/w2w/index.htm
https://www.ancestry.com/wiki/index.php?title=Overview_of_Vital_Records
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_Vital_Records
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Examples: 

 

Birth 

"Arizona Births and Christenings, 1909-1917," Yuma, Yuma, Arizona, digital images, FamilySearch 

(http://familysearch.org : accessed August 2019); FHL microfilm 2,135,129, certificate no. 322, Andres 

Perez, 4 February 1914. View online: https://bit.ly/2OBgHUU  

  

https://bit.ly/2OBgHUU
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Marriage 

"Iowa, County Marriages, 1838-1934," Estherville, Emmet, Iowa, digital images, FamilySearch 

(http://familysearch.org : accessed August 2019); FHL microfilm 1,435,432, vol. 7, p. 179,  Everett E. 

Barton and Martha Mathews, 28 August 1919. View online: https://bit.ly/337KjfS  

  

https://bit.ly/337KjfS
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Death 

"Utah Death Certificates, 1904-1964," Midvale, Salt Lake, Utah, digital images, FamilySearch 

(http://familysearch.org : accessed August 2019); FHL microfilm 2,229,368, certificate no. 1201434,  

James Franklin Snider, 9 June 1912. View online: https://bit.ly/2yutUEm  

 

 

https://bit.ly/2yutUEm
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Introduction  
Since the beginning of colonization in the New World, owning one’s own land has been 
one of the most desirable aspects of American life. Thus, ensuring land ownership and 
its legal succession after death was vital to continuing the American Dream through the 
generations. The Land and Probate records created during this process often contain 
extremely valuable genealogical information! 

Land  
Know the Basics: 

● There are multiple types of land records, some more helpful than others. One of 
the most common is a land deed. 

● Land records were generally created at the county level. In the New England 
states, check at the town level as well 

● Land records were often one of the first record types to be created in a location. 
This can make them valuable in earlier time periods.  

● For a more thorough introduction and discussion of land deeds, visit: 
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_Land_and_Property  or go to 
wiki.familysearch.org and search for “United States Land and Property” 

 
Genealogical Significance: 

● Relationships. Is a wife listed as signing off on her dower right? Look for clues 
that may hint at a relationship such as witness names, proximity of the land to 
suspected family members, etc. 

● Locations. Censuses were generally only taken every 5 or 10 years. Land 
records can help you locate a family between those censuses. Land records 
sometimes list an individual’s new location as they sell land in their old location. 
This helps track them as well.  
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Structure: 
● Land deeds generally follow the same structure.  

1. Location of the deed (county and state) 
2. Names and residences of grantor and 

grantee (seller and buyer) 
3. Amount the property is being sold for 

(“in consideration of…”) 
4. Description of the property (in Township 

and Range or Metes and Bounds) →  
5. Lots of Legal Jargon (assigns, 

appurtenances, etc. Use Black’s Law 
Dictionary, Revised Fourth Edition: 
https://archive.org/details/B-001-001-745  

6. Date, witnesses names, and signature.  

Probate 
Know the Basics:  

● Genealogically, the term Probate refers to any record created after a person dies 
in relation to their estate or belongings being dispersed. 

● Generally created at the County level, though courts varied.  
● These records are kept in various ways depending on the County and State. 

○ Packets: All records piled together, folded in thirds, and filed.  
○ Books: Can be kept alphabetically, chronologically, or other.  
○ Either way, look for indexes first. 

● For a more thorough introduction and discussion of probate records, visit: 
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_Probate_Records   or go to 
wiki.familysearch.org and search for “United States Probate Records” 

 

Testate Intestate 

● Created a Will  
● Executor/Executrix 

Records:  
● Will 
● Executor’s bond 
● Inventories 
● Accountings 
● Sales 
● Distributions 
● Guardianship 

● Did NOT create a Will 
● Administrator/Administratrix 

Records:  
● Administrator’s bond 
● Inventories 
● Accountings 
● Sales 
● Distributions 
● Guardianship 

© 2019 Amy Carpenter 
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Genealogical significance: 

● Family relationships. Because the family is invested in the results of the probate 
process, their names will be mentioned.  

○ Distribution lists: show how much was given to each heir. If there was no 
will created, all heirs at law must be listed. 

● Friends, Associates and Neighbors - FAN Network. Witness names, lists of the 
deceased’s debts, those buying from the inventory. There are often surnames of 
families the children married into.  

● Information about the women in the family. These records often give daughters’ 
married names and/or list their husbands.  

○ You may even find probate records for the estate of a widow. 
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General Thoughts: 
 Consider purchasing Finding Your Mexican Ancestors: A Beginner’s Guide by George & Peggy 

Ryskamp 

 A basic understanding of written Spanish is extremely helpful. You may want to use 

language learning tools available through Duolingo, Rosetta Stone, or your nearby 

community college or university. 

 The BYU Script site (https://script.byu.edu) is helpful for learning how to decipher Spanish 

handwriting. There are a number of different tutorials for several languages. 

 Spelling is highly variable, especially when transitioning from English to Spanish-language 

record sets. 

Hispanic Naming Conventions: 
See FamilySearch Wiki article “Mexico Names, Personal.” The four influences that played a part 

in the development of Spanish surnames were patronymical, occupational, descriptive or nickname, 

and geographical (estates, manors, and dominions) terms. Examples of these influences are: 

 Patronymic. Based on a parent’s name, such as Juan Martínez (Juan son of Martín) and Juan 

Domínguez (Juan son of Domingo). 

 Occupational. Based on the person’s trade, such as José Herrera (José the blacksmith) and 

Juan El Molinero (Juan the Miller). 

 Descriptive or nickname. Based on a unique quality of the person, such as Domingo Calvo 

(Domingo bald headed) and Juan El Moreno (Juan the Dark). 
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 Toponymic. Based on a person’s residence, such as Domingo del Río (Domingo from near a 

river) and Juan de Córdova (Juan from Córdova). 

Another distinctive practice of the Spanish naming system was the double and compound 

surnames; a person would be known by his paternal and maternal surnames. Compound surnames 

(apellidos compuestos) can be found with or without a y, a dash (-) or a preposition (de, del, de la). 

Examples are: María García Fernández de León and José Juan Ríos-Prado y Rodríguez. While most 

present-day names are taken from the parents’ surnames, historically the surnames might be those of 

the more prominent family and even those from grandparents. 

Historically, before the last 150 years, women did not take their husbands’ surname. Now a 

woman who married a Martínez would attach the married surname (apellido de casada) de Martínez to 

her first single (paternal) surname (apellido de soltera). And when she was widowed she would become 

Viuda de Martínez (widow). The abbreviation for viuda is vda. Thus, a complete name of a single 

woman named María Josefa Torres Sepúlveda would become María Josefa Torres de Martínez once 

she married. 

Helpful Record Types (for Immigrants): 

 Social Security Administration Form SS-5 – original application for a Social Security 

Number. Form SS-5 captured several pieces of evidence including birthplace, along with 

parents’ names. Since the ancestor provided the information themselves, these applications 

for a Social Security Number are often more reliable than death records. Generally, this is 

helpful for those that passed away after 1940. 

 Catholic records in the United States (Catholic marriage records in particular.) These records 

are often offline, but many societies and private individuals have prepared extract books of 

key record sets (especially New Mexico and Southern Texas). Most Catholic records will still 

be held by the parish, but some diocese have centralized their records. In Texas, many (but 

not all) parishes have sent copies of their records to the Catholic Archives in Austin.  

 Hispanic names in U.S. Federal Census records are often misspelled, especially when a 

census enumerator was unfamiliar with the Spanish language and Hispanic naming 

conventions. 
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 Often, the maternal surname will appear as a middle name in records in the United States 

after an immigrant arrives to the United States. To be sure, you can check which surname 

was passed down to the children. That will usually be the immigrants’ paternal surname . 

Pre-20th century research: 

 Most Hispanic settlement of the area before the 20th century was a result of Spanish 

colonialization and centers around California, Southern Arizona, New Mexico, and 

Southern Texas. Most people came from what was then Mexico or even New Spain. 

There was minor activity outside these areas, but most administration and record-

keeping happened in these areas. 

 California: 

o There are diocese, parishes, and missions that have existed for hundreds of 

years. FamilySearch has filmed many, but not all, of them. Others have been 

made available in print as extracts and transcriptions.  

o Newspapers published in the 20th century may have profiles of senior citizens 

born in the 19th century. 

o The Early California Population Project published and maintained by the 

Huntington library (in San Marino) is a helpful resource. You can access it by 

visiting https://www.huntington.org/ecpp. 

 Southern Arizona: 

o Records from the Diocese of Tucson are notoriously difficult to obtain. This 

affects people interested in records from the 1860s to the present. 

o About a third of the records from the Diocese of Tucson Archives are 

available for consultation as photocopies at the University of Arizona Special 

Collections. 

o Records before the Gadsden Purchase (1853) for Southern Arizona will likely 

be found in Santa María Magdalena Catholic parish in Magdalena de Kino, 

Sonora, Mexico which are available online. 

 New Mexico: 

o Join the New Mexico Genealogical Society (NMGS) 
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o NMGS has published a number of helpful extract books along with the 

Hispanic Genealogical Research Center of New Mexico (HGRC-NM). 

o While the Family History Library in Salt Lake City has a number of these 

printed materials from NMGS and HGRC-NM, these two societies have 

focused their efforts on stocking the Main Public Library on Copper St. in 

Albuquerque so a trip to Albuquerque may be in order if you’re interested in 

researching in New Mexico. 

 Southern Texas: 

o Consider joining a local genealogical society: “Los Bexareños” if your 

ancestors were from San Antonio, “Las Villas del Norte” if your ancestors 

were from along the Rio Grande river, and “the Spanish American 

Genealogical Association” (SAGA) if you happen to be in the Corpus Christi 

área. 

o Most Catholic church records are held by the individual parishes, but some 

have been sent to Austin. 

o Many Catholic church records have been indexed, extracted, or transcribed 

by the societies named above (and others). These books can be extremely 

helpful. 

 

The ICAPGen™ service mark and the Accredited Genealogist® and AG® registered marks are the sole property of the International 

Commission for the Accreditation of Professional Genealogists. All Rights Reserved. 
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General Overview: 
 Consider purchasing Finding Your Mexican Ancestors: A Beginner’s Guide by George & Peggy 

Ryskamp 

 A basic understanding of written Spanish is extremely helpful. You may want to use 

language learning tools available through Duolingo, Rosetta Stone, or your nearby 

community college or university. 

 The BYU Script site (https://script.byu.edu) is helpful for learning how to decipher Spanish 

handwriting. There are a number of different tutorials for several languages. 

 Civil registration at most jurisdictions began sometime in the 1860’s following a law passed 

by President Benito Juárez in 1859. Civil registration was not rigorously enforced until 1867. 

You cannot expect general compliance until the mid-20th century. 

Online Record Availability: 
 You can expect to find most birth, marriages, and death records online from the beginning 

of civil registration to about 1930 (and beyond in some cases). Other record sets have to be 

consulted on-site (adoption records, guardianship records, etc.) 

 Most states can be found accompanied by a searchable, digital index on Ancestry® 

(https://www.ancestry.com).  

 Civil registration can also be found on FamilySearch (http://www/familysearch.org) by 

searching at the municipal level. You can find civil registration online for Sinaloa here, but 

they are not indexed, and larger cities often have several books for each year. 
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 When searching digital indexes, I suggest that you start by searching by only the parents’ 

names in the index. In theory, this will bring up the names of all of these children. Take all 

of these children into account. While a record for one of your ancestors may not record 

grandparents’ names, a siblings’ record may. This technique is especially helpful in Northern 

Mexico where families moved quite often. 

Civil Birth Registrations: 
 Ideally, you can expect to find the following information in this order:  

o The place, date, and time of registration followed by the name of the official 

recording the event. 

o The informant’s name, age, and occupation, residence, and place of origin - likely the 

father or a grandfather 

o The child’s sex, birthday (number of days before registration), and time 

o The father’s name, age, and occupation, residence, and place of origin 

o The mother’s name, and age, residence, and place of origin 

o The child’s name 

o Paternal and maternal grandparents’ names, whether living or deceased, their ages (if 

living), residence, and place of origin 

o Godparents, witnesses, and additional commentary 

 Children were typically baptized and registered civilly within a few days although this is not 

always the case. It is not uncommon to find children that were only baptized at the Catholic 

church and never registered or registered later in life as they attempted to marry in the civil 

register as a young adult.  

 In situations where children were registered several years after they were born, they may 

have registered several children at once. Be sure to check the pages before and after your 

record of interest just in case if you’re working with this scenario. 

Civil Marriage Registrations: 
 The civil marriage process is typically split into two parts: presentation, and marriage. That is 

why you will usually find two index entries with different dates when searching a digital 

index of civil marriage records. 
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 Consent by both the groom and bride was required and if they were under legal age, 25 

years, the consent of his or her father was required as well. 

 It is helpful to think of marriage as a process rather than a single event as you consider the 

various stages and documentation involved.  

 

Civil Marriage Presentations 

 This record is analogous to marriage licenses in the United States, but they tend to be much 

more informative. 

 They detail information about the bride and groom such as their civil status (single or 

widowed) age, residences, places of origin (down to what ranch they lived on), and 

information about their parents’ as well. These records don’t typically record grandparents’ 

names, but I have encountered a record or two that have in the past. 

 The civil marriage presentation process largely mirrors the same process in the Catholic 

church with similar requirements. 

 

Civil Marriage Records 

 These keep record of when the actual marriage took place. In the United States, you’ll 

usually find the marriage licenses and certificates on the same page on microfilmed copies. 

In Mexico, you’ll find these records a few weeks apart in the same book. 

 They usually have the same information as the Civil marriage record with a few additional 

details if their marriage required a dispensation due to consanguinity or affinity for example. 

Civil Death Registration: 
 See “Civil Registration Death Records” on page 32 in Finding Your Mexican Ancestors: A 

Beginner’s Guide by George & Peggy Ryskamp for the full text on this important record set. 

 Some researchers question the need to search death records, feeling that birth and marriage 

records will bring quicker research results. For several reasons, however, death records 

should never be overlooked, as they do the following: 

o Close avenues of research 

o Verify what you already know, or have previously assumed 

o Give new information 
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o Trace back several generations 

o Lead to other sources of information 

o Add human interest 

 Because the information in a death entry varies far more than those from birth and marriage 

records, civil registration death records can differ dramatically in content and size. 

 Generally, a civil registration death record will give the following information: the name, age, 

and occupation of the informant; the name of the deceased; the date of his or her death; his 

or her age; the names of his or her parents (especially if the person is an unmarried child – 

but not if they were married, in that case it will usually just name the spouse), his or her date 

of burial, class of burial, the cause of death, his or her profession, etc. 

 

The ICAPGen™ service mark and the Accredited Genealogist® and AG® registered marks are the sole property of the International 

Commission for the Accreditation of Professional Genealogists. All Rights Reserved. 

 



"Food and Family History: Stories, Traditions, Recipes, and Memories"
Jackie Colette, Family Roots Conference 2019

Food IS family history
“Food: It feeds the soul, fuels the body...and impacts just about every part of our lives.”

-Amy Athey McDonald

 1.  The two are deeply intertwined.
 a) Because it’s so connected to daily activities, traditions, stories, memories, and deep

feelings, food is a great foundation for preserving family history.
• It’s not just about eating!

 b) Think you don’t remember any family food stories? Think again.
 c) Think you don’t have any personal food memories? Think again.
 d) Think you don’t have any food traditions? Think again.
 e) Think you don’t have any family recipes? Maybe, but it’s worth a second thought.

Notes: ____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

 2.  Food Memories
 a) Food is a powerful memory trigger.

• it starts conversations
• it keeps an ancestor’s memory alive
• it is a springboard for new traditions—both personal and family
• it brings up memories you may not remember any other way

 b) Food takes us back in a variety of ways.
Notes: ____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

 3.  Food traditions
 a) What did you grow up eating?
 b) Which recipes are well-known in your family?

• Ask questions.
• Does a recipe trace further back than you realize?

 c) What food do you associate with a family member or ancestor?
 d) Birthdays and holidays are often bursting with food traditions
 e) Involve others
 f) Don’t have any? Start your own!

• family mealtime
• sharing recipes

Notes: ____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________



 4.  Heritage Cooking
 a) What did your ancestors eat and how can you keep that tradition alive?

• Explore the foods they ate to help make your family history more lifelike.
• Cooking and food are great ways to interest younger family members.

 b) Which historical events influenced food in your family?
• national events-the depression, immigration, weather
• personal events-job loss, illness, economics

 c) Immigrant/Geographical recipes
• where are your roots?

1) International
2) regional areas of the US

• RESEARCH!
Notes: ____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

 5.  Preserving Family Food Memories
 a) Recipes

• Cookbooks are time capsules
1) What type of book do you want to create?

• cookbook
• memoir—a blend of recipes, stories, and/or pictures

2) What will your focus be?
• single person
• time frame
• family collection
• heritage collection

3) Gather
• recipes, stories, photos

4) “Publish”
• low tech: binder with sheet protectors, scrapbook
• high tech: printed, digital

 b) Record the stories
1) Stories preserve your heritage.

 c) Videos
 d) Heirlooms
 e) FamilySearch

• Recipes
1) “My Recipe Story” - several free downloads

• Photos
• Memories
• Audio recordings

Notes: ____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________



 6.  What about the holes?
 a) Google and Pinterest can be your friends.
 b) Supplement your memory with what you DO have.
 c) Ask questions.
 d) Think outside the box.
 e) Try new recipes.
 f) Take your own pictures.

Notes: ____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

 7.  How can you get started? START SIMPLE!
 a) Think of one food memory and build from there.
 b) Ask questions.
 c) Choose the preservation method that works for you.
 d) Write down stories, memories, and recipes.
 e) Use social media for inspiration.
 f) Start new traditions.

Notes: ____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

 8.  SHARE! SHARE! SHARE!
 a) Social media

• You may already be keeping a food-inspired personal history.
• Start an account of your own.

 b) FamilySearch
 c) “Publish” your food memories

• Let your family share in the joy.
• These items make great gifts.

Notes: ____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________



Want more information?

Food Memoirs

 A Homemade Life by Molly Wizenberg (one of my favorites)
 From the Family Kitchen: Discover Your Food Heritage and Preserve Family Recipes 

by Gena Philibert-Ortega
 Stir: My Broken Brain and the Meals that Brought Me Home by Jessica Fechtor
 Genealogy & Family History Through Our Food, Culture Traditions...: Putting Meat on 

the Bones of our Ancestors by Samuel Youmans
 At My Grandmother's Knee: Recipes and Memories Handed Down By Women of the 

South and At My Grandmother's Table: Heartwarming Stories and Cherished Recipes 
from the South by Faye Porter

 Hint: You can find great used book prices on eBay and (sometimes) Amazon

Websites

 familysearch.org
 rootedinfoods.com
 familyhistoryfood.com

Cookbook publishing

 paper: check with your local copy shop or do an online search for a long list of options
 digital: projectlife.com (website and phone app), shutterfly.com, persnicketyprints.com, 

costco.com, walmart.com, or do an online search for digital photo books

Heritage items (shown in the presentation)

 limitlesswalls.com--wall printed recipes
 blog.spoonflower.com/2012/07/turn-recipes-into-tea-towels/
 GAACR (Genealogy Addicts Arts and Crafts Room)-Facebook group (this is great for 

any heritage item, not just food)

Social Media

 foodisfamilyhistory-Instagram and Facebook        (this is me!)
 whatmymothermade-Instagram (one of my favorites)
 GAACR (Genealogy Addicts Arts and Crafts Room)-Facebook group
 rootedinfoods-Instagram and Facebook
 familyhistoryfood-Instagram

Sources:
FamilySearch.org
Family, Food, and Fun, thechurchnews.com, 2/27/15
Keep family history alive through food, Austin360.com, 10/19/2016

Jackie Colette
nauvootemple@yahoo.com or foodisfamilyhistory@yahoo.com
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Discover Little Known 

Family Secrets & Personality Insights 
from Your Ancestors’ Handwriting 

 
by Paula A. Faccio, AG® 

Accredited Genealogist® 

Master Certified Handwriting Analyst 

 

 
The purpose of this lecture is to share some of the fascinating 

insights into the world of Handwriting Analysis, also known as 

Graphology. It will allow you to experience the many benefits of 

what this social science brings. With this knowledge, you will 

gain a deeper understanding of your ancestors’ personalities and 

why they made certain decisions. It will show you why you, 

yourself, have had certain past behaviours, and what is going on 

in your life right now. This is what Handwriting Analysis is all 

about. 

 

1. A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF WHAT GENEALOGISTS CAN DO 

Genealogists hired to do your family research can: 

• Build your family tree.  

• Find your ancestors’ occupations or professions.  

• Find out where your ancestors came from. 



2 
 

• Find your distant cousins or relatives that live around the 

world. 

• Find out if you are related to someone historically famous. 

• Help you to find the towns, houses, churches, etc., related to 

your ancestors’ lives, and much more… 

  

2. THE PROBLEM: WHAT GENELOGICAL RESEARCH 

CANNOT ANSWER? 

Here are some of the questions we can answer about your lineage 

during our research:   

• What were the names of your ancestors?  

• When and where were they born, married, and died?  

• At what age did they die, and what was the cause of their 

death?  

• Where are they buried, and who are their surviving 

relatives?  

• Were they religious or not?  

• Were they “famous”?  

• Did they serve in the military and drafted in a war? 

• Did they remarry after the death of their spouse?  

• How many children did they have in total?  

• Did they live as foreigners, far from their birthplace, or need 

to adapt to a different culture and learn a different language?  
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It is true that all this information is very crucial and important to 

reconstruct your family tree and understand your ancestors’ life 

events.  

The problem is that none of those answers, websites used, DNA 

tests, sources found, photos, maps, and so on, address the most 

important question about your ancestors, which is this: 

 

WHO WERE THEY REALLY? 
 

Who were your ancestors, besides their names, photographs, 

events, and places? I’m talking about who your ancestors really 

were as individual human beings, with specific characteristics, 

mannerisms and distinct behaviours. They were real people 

with a very unique personality. Yes, indeed! 

This important question is not answered by any genealogical 

research, no matter how exhaustive and deep the level of 

investigation is. 

So, how can you answer that question? 
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3. HANDWRITING ANALYSIS, THE AMAZING SCIENCE TO 

DISCOVERING YOUR FAMILY SECRETS AND YOUR 

ANCESTORS’ TRUE PERSONALITIES  

 

Look carefully at Figure 1. These are not signatures of people 

from all around the world, with diverse backgrounds and 

cultures. These are signatures of only Italian people. More 

precisely, they are from the Northern part of Italy. Specifically, 

from only four regions. Narrower than that, they are absolutely 

all related to me and my family. They are my ancestors! Plus, all 

of them learned how to write with the exact same system of 

handwriting at school. So why, if they are so similar in 

Figure 1. Samples of Paula A. Faccio’s ancestors’ signatures, showing the 

big difference between their handwriting styles. 
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relations, culture, locations, and schooling, do they have totally 

different handwriting styles?  

The reason for this is because handwriting is actually “brain 

writing”. Handwriting is a visible expression of behaviour that 

is guided by the brain, and the hand is the limb that carries out 

the commands given by the brain. Therefore, handwriting 

reveals our personality which cannot be easily forged by 

anybody else. 

Handwriting Analysis has been around since the days of 

Aristotle. Over 2000 years ago, this Greek philosopher noticed a 

correlation between one’s handwriting and personality. Also, the 

Chinese saw a correlation between character and personality. 

The Library of Congress categorized Handwriting Analysis as a 

credible social science in 1981. There are many uses for 

handwriting analysis nowadays. Some of the most popular are:  

• Police Profiling 

• Employee Hiring and Human Resources 

• Business and Professionals 

• Family and Couples Therapy/Counselling 

• Education 

• Dating and Socializing 

• Self-Improvement 
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Handwriting analysis is no longer just for police departments, 

FBI, courts, companies, therapy, and self-improvement. While it 

has been used successfully for years as an effective aid in these 

areas, nowadays it can also be used in genealogical research. 

 

4. CASE STUDIES USING HANDWRITING ANALYSIS 

Imagine having the ability, by just looking at your ancestor's 

handwriting, to spot and understand their conscious and 

subconscious minds, their deep dark secrets, their hidden 

personality traits, and much more. Well... STOP imagining, 

because all of this is possible through the science of Handwriting 

Analysis!  

These are three cases of study from my own family to teach you 

how handwriting analysis helped me to comprehend my 

ancestors’ lives better. Also, to understand some of their odd 

decisions and feel more empathy for them. By analyzing their 

writing, I learned not only who they really were and about their 

personality characteristics but, I also discovered precious lessons 

that are now part of my legacy from them! 
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CASE 1: AN “INSANE” GRANDMA!     

ANTONIETTA RATTI 

Figures 2, 3, and 4. Comparison of Antonietta Ratti’s signature with the 

signatures of Tomas A. Edison and Martin Luther King Jr., showing the traits 

for Enthusiasm and Optimism. Photoshop-enhanced. 
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CASE 2:  FEARLESS MILITARY OR JUST A KIND GUY?   

OVIDIO ZANZA 

Figures 24, 25, and 26. Comparison of Ovidio Zanza’s signature with 

the handwriting samples of Mother Theresa and Princes Diana, 

showing the trait for Nurturing. Photoshop-enhanced. 
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CASE 3: A SUCCESSFUL MAN     

ANNIBALE RATTI 

 

5. READY TO TAKE YOUR FAMILY HISTORY AND YOUR 

PERSONAL LIFE INTO A HIGHER LEVEL? 

If you want to have a more accurate understanding of your 

ancestors’ personalities or anyone’s subconscious mind (such as: 

friends, family, children, grandchildren, spouses, significant 

others, or people you want to do business with), then consider 

getting enrolled in the Handwriting Analysis Certification 

Home Study Course! You too can become the next Handwriting 

Analysis Expert! You can enjoy the benefits of analyzing the 
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writing of relatives from the past, of those close to you now, and 

of those that could become an important part of your life! 

This knowledge will assist you in improving:  your own life, 

your relationships, your ability to help others, your business 

dealings, and so much more! 

Yourpast.org is the only website offering the amazing service 

where, with just a sample of your ancestors’ handwriting, we can 

provide you a full report with the personality traits found in their 

writing. We have extensive experience in ancient handwriting, 

psychology, genealogy, family history research, and 

handwriting analysis. We are the only ones qualified in the 

market to provide you with an accurate and complete 

personality profile of your ancestors, through the science of 

handwriting analysis. 

http://www.yourpast.org/
http://www.yourpast.org/
http://www.yourpast.org/ancestors--personality-profile.html
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Ancestors' Personality Profile Report is going to help you 

“bring your ancestors to life” by: 

• Having a deep understanding of their lives: their choices, 

their decisions, and their struggles.  

• Discovering their deep dark secrets, fears, honesty, and 

drives. 

• Seeing into their subconscious mind. The things they were 

not even able to see for themselves.  

• Identifying their strengths and weaknesses. 

• Understanding their thinking patterns, problem-solving 

mechanisms, and how they reacted in times of crisis. 

• Seeing if the occupation of your ancestors matched their 

abilities and talents. Even skills they may not have been 

aware of.  

• Knowing how they interacted socially with other people. 

Were they submissive or dominant? Introverted or 

extroverted? Did they rule with their head or their heart? 

• Knowing how they interacted with their family members. 

Were they compatible with their parents, siblings, spouses, 

or their kids? 

• Checking their level of confidence, insecurity, and self-

esteem. Understanding why they succeeded or failed. 

Remember, don't be surprise if you discover several similarities 

with them! 
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So, now is the perfect time to dust off all your ancestors’ letters, 

journals, old bibles, postcards, records, and family photos 

containing their handwriting samples. With these, you can 

identify their unique personality traits and reveal who the 

person really was behind that name, photograph, or birth 

certificate. 

There is no other tool in the world besides handwriting analysis 

that can bring your ancestors to life in such detail! 

 

“Get to know an old friend, 

he had an outrageous sense of humor 

and rode a mean pair of wheels. 

He was your great-grandfather! 

Get to know him …and a lot of other greats!” 

The only way that you can do it, the only way to know your 

ancestors very well, is through the science of 

Handwriting Analysis! 

 

Learn Handwriting Analysis  

and find who your ancestors really were! 



 
Class will Cover: 

Tools for Success-

Research Process-

Strategies

FAN Research

Underused Records


Tools for Success: 
	 Tool 1 = Research Log  - 

	 Tool 2 = Research Guide - 

	 Tool 3 = Timeline -

	 Tool 4 = Map - 

	 Tool 5 = List of Records-


Research Process 
1. Start with a focus ancestor or family and stay focused

2. Create a timeline


What Do You Know?

How Do You Know What You Know?


3. Start at your last FACT.

4. Create a list of records you want to check [familysearch.org/

wiki]

5. Keep a research log or list of the records as you check them.

6. Capture documents that you find, and attach the source to 

them


Identify & Research the FAN Club   
Family - Associates - Neighbors                 


Ancestor - their spouse and children

The spouses of his/her children - and their children

His/her in-laws, their spouses and their children

His/her aunts, uncles, nieces and nephews and grandchildren

Witnesses of legal documents

People who attended the same church

People named in the same news story

People who served in the same military unit.

People mentioned in a journal, or letter.
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 Hammons  
Breaking Brick Walls 

Attach records in FamilySearch 
and make sure you update the 
person’s profile to reflect the 
attached records

A brother/sister/cousin may be 
easier to research - Result may 

be the same

Organize as you go.

http://familysearch.org/wiki
http://familysearch.org/wiki
mailto:julieorama@gmail.com


Strategies 
Look at other members of immediate and extended family

Know the history of the area you ancestor lived in


Consider boundary changes

Search in the area your ancestor lived in and neighboring areas

Evaluate the information you find and compare

Continue to add any new information you find to your individual’s timeline

Create a family chronology/timeline

Put a ‘watch’ on your people on FamilySearch

Google the names - set  Google Alerts

Blogs - Facebook - FamilySearch Communities


Locate and Consider

Probate records

Land records [or tax records]

Research the neighbors 

Look at the probate, and land records of neighbors

Was your ancestor mentioned in will and land records of neighbors or other family 
members?

Did a neighbor write a family history?

When they moved, did the neighbors follow?


Did your family have family in their area before they moved there?

Who is buried near them in the cemetery?

Check the newspapers for the area and time period you ancestor was there.


Was there an ethnic newspaper your ancestor may have read?

Check obituaries


Did he/she serve in the community? Was he/she in the town minutes?

Did they sue anyone or were they sued?

Check all the people in the FAN against the records checklist you created [see tool #4]

Always look at original documents if possible


Under Used Sources       
City Directories - occupations, etc. cyndislist.com

State Census - familysearch.org

Tax Lists -shows property ownership and substitutes for Census

Mortality Schedules to the Census 1850-1880 lists people who died the year prior to the 
census 

Court Records-
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Genealogical Proof Standard is “The Preponderance of Evidence”


mailto:julieorama@gmail.com
http://cyndislist.com
http://familysearch.org


Historical Societies- [May be worth joining temporarily]

PERSI [Periodical Source Index] - see Find My Past

School Records-

Old Photos deadfred.com and Google Image Search

Fraternal and National Organizations

Library of Congress loc.gov.

State Archives and Libraries

Google Books books.google.com [great collection of digitized historical and genealogical 
books]

Google News Archives news.google.com/newspapers





FamilySearch familysearch.org Wiki to guide research

Ancestry ancestry.com [free at FamilySearch Center]

Facebook facebook.com Search for genealogy groups or family groups

Internet Archive www.archive.org  free books and some free census

Find A Grave findagrave.com

Linkpendium linkpendium.com Directory for Genealogy Resources

Free BMD - freebmd.org.uk birth, marriage, death index for British Isles

Free Reg - freereg.org.uk  Free parish registers British Isles

Atlas of Historical County Boundaries publications.newberry.org/ahcbp

Heritage Quest heritagequest.com access free with your library card





Steve Morse stevenmorse.org One Step Search of Immigration and other records- many 
research helps found on this site.

Cyndi’s List cyndilist.com

Billion Graves billiongraves.com

Immigrant Ships immigrantships.net - Ship Transcribers Guild [has early American ship 
records.]

Fold3 - free at a FamilySearch Center - Military, Census, Pension, Native American.

Ellis Island ellisisland.org

National Archives [US] nara.com
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Other Helpful Sites for US Researchers

Free Internet Helps - My Top 10

http://deadfred.com
https://images.google.com/?gws_rd=ssl
http://loc.gov
http://books.google.com
http://news.google.com/newspapers
http://familysearch.org
http://ancestry.com
http://facebook.com
http://www.archive.org
http://findagrave.com
http://linkpendium.com
http://freebmd.org.uk
http://freereg.org.uk
http://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp
http://heritagequest.com
http://stevenmorse.org
http://cyndilist.com
http://billiongraves.com
http://immigrantships.net
http://ellisisland.org
https://www.archives.gov/
mailto:julieorama@gmail.com


Different Records - Different Information 

Records Surnames Births

Court Records City Directories Birth Certificates

Fraternal Organizations DNA Surname Studies Biographical Indexes

Homestead & Bounty 
Applications

Family Organizations Cemetery

Land One Message Boards Census

Local Libraries Surname Studies Church Records

Military Telephone Books Family Bibles

Passenger Lists and  
Immigration/Emigration

Immigration/Emigration

Pension Military Records

Poorhouse Records Newspapers Notices

Probate Occupational Records
Voters Lists School Records

Tax Lists

SSDI if after 1937

Names of Parents Deaths Marriage Records

Adoption records Cemetery/Tombstone/Sexton Marriage Bonds and Licenses

Census records Church and Parish records Family Sources

Cemetery records Coroner’s records Divorce Records  
[town and court records]

Church records Death Indexes Military Pension Records

Family Sources Family Surces

Land records Federal Mortality Schedules Maiden Names

Military Pension Records Funeral Books/Memorial 
Cards

Cemetery Records

Newspaper Notices Newspaper Notices Church Records

Social Security Records Obituaries Marriage Records

Viral Records [BMD] Social Security Death Index Military Pension Records

Will/Probate Records Will/Probate Will/Probate Records
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National, State, University Libraries and Archives, and Local Libraries May Contain: 

 

Class will cover 
• How to locate available Libraries and Archives 
• Strategies for Research 
• Using local, state and federal libraries online 
• How to locate unique collections 
• What you can expect to find, and how to collect the content 
• How to successfully keep track of your findings 

Local Library 
   If you have a library card you should see if your library has access to ‘Heritage 
Quest’. You will sign in with your library card number and the amount of information is 
amazing.  The library in the area you ancestor lived may also have digitized records 
that be searched freely. They may hold records unique to the area. Many allow you 
search without a library care, but may want you to create a sign-in. 

Vital Records Genealogy Content Digitized Newspapers Census Records

Immigration Military Service Pension Muster Rolls

Naturalization Maps Land Records Biographies

Histories Marriage and Divorce Mortgage and Tax Voter Registrations

Local Unique 
Collections

Digitized Books Manuscript 
Collections
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 Hammons - Free Archives and Libraries for Family History 
Julie Bliss Hammons   
 julieorama@gmail.com

These underused resources are free and available not only in the US,  
but also in many countries

Heritage Quest Collections 
• US Census 1790-1940

• US Census 1850-1880 Mortality Schedules

• 1890 Census Veterans Schedule

• Census Map Guide Book

• Revolutionary War Pension Records

• Freedman’s Bank Records

• A Book Search




Unique Libraries/Archives 
• The locality you are researching may have a Historical Society or Museum that 

has local records. These often include obituary and cemetery listings, photo 
collections, maps and histories, as well as records of the community founders, 
and directories. 
• Library of Congress - ie Sanborn Maps 
• Newberry Library  - Atlas of Historical County Boundaries KMZ Files 

 University Libraries 
 These may be the location of the state newspaper collection. They are 
sometimes found with the state, but often with a major university. You may also find: 
Biographies, Yearbooks, Map Collections and links to other repositories that hold 
special collections. Most have a genealogy section. 

State Archives 
 These are sometimes huge repositories. This is where you are most likely to find 
vital records such as birth, marriage, and death certificates, or indexes, land and 
probate records, cemetery indexes, and newspapers if they are not housed with a 
university library. 

National Archives 
 Most archives will have a guide instructing you to best use their website. Some 
will have a video tour. These records can be priceless. Her you will find births, 
marriages and deaths, census, maps, migration, wills and probates, military, Dawes 
and Guin Miller rolls, calendar of wills, Irish famine data file and more/ 
 A few links 

• United States: National Archives; Library of Congress; Chronicling America. 
• England: The National Archives or TNA; The British Library 
• Ireland: National Archives of Ireland  
• Denmark: Danish National Archives 
• Germany: Federal Archive of Germany 
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Check State and University Libraries/Archives for: 
• Maps

• Newspapers

• Locality unique collections

• Death and birth records (marriage and divorce)

• Cemetery listings

• Census and tax records

https://www.loc.gov/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/sanborn-maps
https://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/
https://www.archives.gov/
https://www.loc.gov/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
https://www.bl.uk/?ns_campaign=brand&ns_mchannel=ppc&ns_source=google&ns_linkname=The%20british%20library&ns_fee=0&gclid=Cj0KCQjwvo_qBRDQARIsAE-bsH_jaTGIyLNl2XegE-maGfGqsfAKKdUeSEutTtXXPHTVgLmTwH6DAhAaAtEXEALw_wcB
https://www.nationalarchives.ie/
https://www.sa.dk/en/
http://www.bundesarchiv.de/EN/Navigation/Home/home.html


Internet Archives archive.org - Free 
• Digitized books, cemetery inscriptions, census records, newspapers 
• The Wayback Machine 
• Digital Libraries 
• Videos 
• Music - TV - Radio 
• Journals 

Special Online Book Collections [free] 
• FamilySearch Books 
• Google Books [free unless still under copyright] 
• Internet Archive 
• Library of Congress 
• Genealogy Gophers 

How to Locate Archives and Libraries 
• First - FamilySearch Wiki. Find the State or Country you are interested in. On 

the state or country page you will find a link call ‘Archives and Libraries’ 
• HINTS: Open each link in a new tab and keep a research log of where you have 

been and what your have found. 
• Next - Check 

• List and Links to State Archives [Digital Archives] 
• Cyndi’s List look in Libraries and Archives 
• Hathi Trust Digital Library 

Strategies for Online Research 
• Identify one person to search 
• Create a timeline or have a birthdate and place or death date and place 

identified. 
• Keep a research log of the websites you visit, along with their URL [web 

address], date you searched, and what you found, or didn’t find. 
• When you are in a library or archive website open any links in a new ‘tab’. 
• Most Libraries/Archives will have a guide telling you how to best use their 

website - Read It. 
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You can create a free account - or not 
If you are signed in you can mark favorites, and share content with others. Too much 
content to even list.


http://archive.org
https://fh.lib.byu.edu/digital-archives/
https://www.cyndislist.com/libraries/
https://www.hathitrust.org/


• When you find a title of a book or article that you can’t access, do a Google or 
Internet Archive search for the title to try to locate it. 

• If you find a book or film that hasn’t been digitized, used WorldCat [World 
Library Catalogue] to locate additional copies. 

Searching an Online Archive or Library 
                   Name of Archive                                                       URL Address 

Date of the search

Look for any video helps such as tours or guide for specific collection.

Look for Guide to Using the Website

Make a checklist of databases you want to view

Begin a systematic search of each record. Record in your research log each 
database you search- complete with link.

Look for links from the Archive/Library to any addition outside collections

Make copies of any documents you find, and attach the source to the copy.

Copy any microfilm numbers, [yes these can still be useful] book call numbers that 
may not be digitized, along with title, and author information, publisher etc.  so you 
can locate that information later. FYI: These go into your research log.

Keep all the notes for the Repository in one file, log or document.
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If the website won’t allow a download then take a screen shot, try right click and 
‘Save As’ or take a photo with your camera. 

https://www.worldcat.org/


FamilySearch Wiki = Free Online Family History Guide 
Each major page is monitored by a FamilySearch Missionary or Volunteer 
Helps identify available and accessible records 
Teaches you how to research in the State/Country of your ancestors 
Lets you Access Lessons, Research Tools, Forms, and Helps 
Teaches you how to Begin your research in any state or country 
Guides you to Groups that can help you through community.familysearch.org 
Continues to be updated as new information is made available. 
Has Topic pages such as ‘Organizing digital files’,  

The Wiki will help you locate documents such as census records, birth, marriage and 
death records and much more. It will also help you guide your research.  
To use the Wiki -  come prepared 

Decide what you want to find about your ancestor. 
Know the locations where your ancestor lived. 
Prepare and use a timeline to help you as you navigate the Wiki. 
Decide what specific records might hold the information you need. 
Place a ‘watch’ on pages in which you are interested. 
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 Hammons - Why You Need To Use The FamilySearch Wiki 
familysearch.org 

  

Learn how to harness the Power of Crowd Sourcing to help you locate the 
records of your ancestors.

http://familysearch.org
http://familysearch.org
http://community.familysearch.org


Main Features - Available in different Languages 
Page for all 50 States and Many Countries 
County including formation date and boundary changes 
Identified Unique Collections 
Research Guides 
Maps, Gazetteers, Timelines 
Links to free online sources and to subscription ($) sites. 
Links to record collections 
Foreign Language helps and word lists 
Research Outlines 
Links to Communities of people working in your areas 

State Pages Include 
Archive and Library links 
Free Classes and Videos 
Census Charts, Helps, and Links 
Maps and links to each County 
Immigration 
Vital Records 
Best website to use including links to identified sources 

International Research 
How to begin your research 
Locate when records began to be kept, where they are kept, and how to access 
them 
Language helps and word lists 
Free classes and videos 
Guidance and record location for research for ethnic and religious groups 

Process: Sign in with your FamilySearch account 
1. Start with a Ancestor, a location, and time period 
2. Select a state or country 
3. First result is generally the main page for an area 
4. Drill down by county using the map or alphabetical list. 
5. Use topics on the left or the right of the screen to narrow your search to a specific 

record source 
6. If you want a link to open in another tab simply Right Click on the hyperlink. 
7. Keep a research log or list of helpful websites. 
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Watch Feature   
Click the star at the top of a page to ‘watch’ the page. 

You will get an email when new information has been added or a page has been changed



 

Mark Hancock Family Heritage Publishers 801-685-9188 

info@familyheritagepublishers.com 

Class Title: If You Can Write a Letter, You Can Write Your Memoir 

TIME:       FRI, SEPT. 27 @ 11:45 am – 12:30 pm ROOM:  Sunbrook A 

What is the difference between a memoir and an autobiography? 

What is a memoir? 

Writing your memoirs. 

#1 – Choose your focus or theme 

#2 – List all associating memories 

#3 – Add others’ related stories 

#4 – Write truthfully 

#5 – Show, don’t tell 

#6 – Get vulnerable 

#7 – Make connections with each story 

#8 – Talk about how everything affects your life today 

#9 – Put your personality into it 

#10 Write a memoir you’d want to read 

Common Memoir Mistakes to Avoid 

How to Start Your Memoir 

 

 

Mark Hancock Family Heritage Publishers 801-685-9188 info@familyheritagepublishers.com 



Creating Mind Maps to Visualize and  
Support your Research 
Peg A. Ivanyo 
peg@allthingsrelated.com 

Introduction 

Think brainstorming, diagramming, and capturing 
ideas without paper constraints. Then move things 
around; link to documents; add notes, images, 
references; color-code, sort. Now that’s a visual 
aid! Mind maps can be used to organize research, 
diagram results, outline a family narrative, and brainstorm ideas to break through brick walls. 

What is a Mind Map? 
Mind-maps are not a “new” tool.  Tony Buzan coined and trademarked the word combination in 
the 1970s; however, people have been brainstorming, diagramming, and generally capturing 
ideas on paper, restaurant napkins, and chalk boards for years. Some say the technique has been 
used for centuries.  They are frequently used for business, writing, project management, and 
even note-taking.  Studies show that effectiveness, creativity, and educational memory increase 
with their use.  

It is only natural, then, that literally dozens of apps would be 
developed to enhance the process, replacing paper sketches 
with dynamic, colorful works of art.  While not originally 
developed with the genealogist in mind, the problem-solving 
nature of genealogical research makes a mind map 
application a perfect addition to our toolbox. 

Which one to use?   

Mind-mapping tools come in all varieties, from simple to massive, free to expensive. With over 
50 programs to choose from, and an unlimited number of individuals writing about or 
demonstrating how to create a mind-map, it is important to feel confident finding our own path.  
While publications and videos/webinars are a great resource, hands-on experimentation is 
crucial in order to sort out personal preferences.  

If you are a self-starter, you might experiment with Popplet.com (shown in example on next 
page) for quick success.  Since you simply enter information as found, recolor items as needed, 
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and drag to reorganize, the tool is fairly intuitive. If you prefer more detailed explanations about 
procedures for this or other programs, then a book or a webinar (see resources) may be helpful. 
Examples of a few will be presented in class; the resource list provides more information on 
where to begin the search for your perfect program. 

How Do Mind Maps Work?  An Example: 

The question “When and where did Maria (Long) Brooks die?” was a question I needed 
answered.  For decades, all published information about Maria placed her death in  
December 1900 in Christiana, Delaware, citing a “will proved.”  Personal research, however, 
traced Maria and family west from Delaware to Kansas by 1870 and to Oregon by 1880. 
Examination of the will cited by so many revealed it was the wrong Maria Brooks!   

Using a mind map to organize this 
project moved me from staring at a 
hodgepodge of information spanning 
five states and several decades to having 
clarity of vision and purpose.  With past 
research results diagrammed, it was easy 
to brainstorm next steps and potential 
research paths.  

The diagram then became a working 
document, allowing me to capture new 
information and images as each research 
step was completed.   

Not only did this make quick work of the 
brick wall, but I continue to reap the benefits with my ongoing research. 

What Can I Use Mind Maps For? 

The ways to use mind maps is only limited by personal creativity. How we use them, and what 
we use them for, is a personal style preference. That said, there are some common uses for 
genealogy, which include: 

• Make a Research Plan 

• Analyze the Data  

• View Relationships 

• Compare People with the Same 
Names 

• Gather FAN or Cluster Data 

• Brainstorm Brick Wall Solutions 

• Outline a Narrative 

• Map DNA Results 
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We will explore the details of how to do each of the above in class in an easy to follow 
way. In fact, some like to follow along, but that is not required. 

How Do I Begin? 

What makes a mind map special is its flexibility. You can brainstorm things in whatever order 
the ideas come to you. Reorganize as you desire by dragging things around, or change a formal 
hierarchal structure.  

First, start with a central idea or theme. Then tab or “return” your way to multiple levels of ideas 
beyond that. App settings provide flexibility of color, node shapes, and layout. 

Examples 

Dump then Reorganize: A brain dump – of places to research and records to view – quickly 
becomes an organized task list with call numbers and other details available at a glance.  

 

Add documents, images, links, and text: Documents, images, and web-links may be 
connected to a node, and text – like research notes – can be saved with to open and view easily 
as well. Images may be saved to open in thumbnail view, or full size according to personal 
preference. 
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Gather and organize: Doing FAN club, 
immigrant cluster, or same surname research? 
This is a great fit. Gather seemingly random 
data about potential ancestors, cousins, and 
others without the need to “place” them in a 
specific family. Keep all of the source 
documentation with each individual’s node for 
further analysis. Then as information begins to 
make conclusions possible, move people to their rightful familial location with a simple drag and 
drop. Their data travels with them. Move one person or entire families with ease.  

Zoom in on the Problem: Whether chasing an elusive ancestor, determining which of two or 
three same name-individuals belongs to your clan, or trying to push past a brick wall, having 
only the pertinent people and  information on a chart or 
diagram in front of you is helpful. No need for expensive 
diagram software; use your favorite mind mapping tool.  

Considering mapping out a DNA research plan to 
maintain focus. Track known matches, data, and storage 
locations, along with paper documentation to support the 
relationships as your project progresses. New yet-
unproven matches can be mapped as well, without 
connecting until sufficient information is available. 

Share: Naturally, any diagram or chart can be shared whether via print to PDF or a screenshot. 
But some apps include the option to share in the cloud or slideshows. 

Map out Complex Cases 

Again, what makes a mind map special is its 
flexibility. Mind maps have been used to 
chart extremely complex cases in a very 
visual way. We can keep adding as new 
information comes available.  

Draw links between related parts on 
opposite ends of the diagram (not shown). 
Add color to show generational status.  

We can even link multiple mind maps 
together.  
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Final Thoughts 

There is no right or wrong way to use a mind-map, except as with any research project, to forget 
to base it on a central question or theme.  

If the styles presented here don’t make sense, try Ron Arons’ book which offers some images of 
very complex cases using tools not demonstrated in this class. Wanting to start simple? Try 
starting a Popplet while watching Thomas MacEntee’s webinar on Legacy FamilyTree Webinars. 

Resources 

• Arons, Ron. Mind Maps for Genealogy: Enhanced Research Planning, Correlation, and Analysis, Oakland: 
Criminal Research , 2014. 

• Gee, Vic, "Who Invented Mind Mapping: Questions of Origin,” Software for mind mapping and information 
organisation.  https://www.mind-mapping.org/index.php?title=Who_invented_mind_mapping 

• O’Gara, Jacob. “Organize your Thoughts and Ideas with this List of the 15 Best Mind Mapping Tools,” Digital 
Trends, http://www.digitaltrends.com/computing/best-mind-mapping-tools/ 

• MacEntee, Thomas. “Mind Mapping Your Research Plans and Results,” Legacy Family Tree Webinars, 
familytreewebinars.com 

• Popplet: “Try it Out,” the easiest way to get started, popplet.com, popplet.com, 

• SimpleMind, an easy to use downloadable app; has both free and paid versions, simplemind, simpleapps.eu/
simplemind/ 

• Wikipedia. “List of concept- and mind-mapping software”; provides a very thorough list of both free and paid 
software as well as freeware options; https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_concept-_and_mind-
mapping_software 
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Genealogy Standards for Beginners:  
A Road Map to Accuracy  
Peg A. Ivanyo 
peg@allthingsrelated.com 

Whether using Siri, Google, a Garmin, or a Rand McNally, we 
wouldn’t embark on a trip to an unfamiliar location without a good 
road map. Likewise, we need a straightforward road map to help us 
safely along the genealogical research path.  

Fortunately, the genealogical research wisdom of the centuries has 
been articulated in published guidelines and standards to assist us. 
There are standards about research – including the use of DNA 
evidence, writing, and documentation. Standards for education, 
professional communication, and ethical conduct. And there is one overarching standard, the GPS, 
which when applied can measure whether our conclusions about ancestors, relationships, and life 
events are credible.   

We will begin there, with the end in mind, to create a simplified road map to accuracy for beginners. 

Presumptions 

This class presumes knowledge of some basic research principles – like working from the known to the 
unknown. And of guidelines for tracking and recording research – like spelling out place names with all 
jurisdictions and tracking negative searches. However, if these sound unfamiliar, fear not; the 
FamilySearch Wiki, other classes, and online tutorials can help fill that gap. Don’t wait until those skills 
are mastered to take this class!  

What are Standards? 

Simplified, a standard is a required action or rule that provides direction toward achievement of a 
specific outcome. It includes a quantifiable way to measure whether the expected outcome has been 
met. A guideline is open to interpretation and usually more broad. Think accounting, nursing, or 
building a house to code. An electrician might provide guidelines for lighting selection based on the type 
of room, but will need to meet very specific standards during installation for the work to be considered 
accurately and safely done, and pass inspection. Standards and guidelines are updated as new 
technologies and information become available. 

Genealogy examples? Entering surnames in all caps is an extinct guideline – failing to update that 
format may leave your tree with an outdated look, but won’t harm anyone. Ensuring that the privacy of 
the living is protected in genealogical presentations is a standard – failing to do so is not only 
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discourteous, but could be very harmful.  

Unlike more advanced industries, genealogists do not yet have a globally-recognized set of standards, 
although a comparison of published materials, even across the pond, will quickly demonstrate 
commonalities. Only makes sense. Solid research is solid research. 

Reference will be made in this class to those published in Genealogy Standards, second edition, and 
focus will be placed on the GPS, or Genealogy Proof Standard, which replaced “preponderance of 
evidence” as an overall measurement of proof in 1997. 

Where are They Published? 

There are a variety of organizations that 
support a genealogist’s need for education, 
information, even certification. One can find 
standards in the websites and publications of 
the National Genealogical Society (NGS), 
Board for Certification of Genealogists (BCG), 
and the International Commission for the 
Accreditation of Professional Genealogists 
(ICAPGen), just to mention a few. 

There are books about standards, books about applying standards, and interpretive blogs galore. 
Finding the information is not the challenge. Simplifying it to a beginning level of application is. 
Fortunately, it is possible to do just that. Therein will this class focus, with resources provided to build 
on these skills when ready. 

Standards for Beginners - the Why: 

Some feel that beginners shouldn’t be bothered with standards. I couldn’t more strongly disagree. What 
better time to start off on the right foot, with the right road map, than at the beginning?   

The application of standards makes it possible to avoid chasing the wrong family for 25 years. And from 
making errors that create brick walls. Standards enhance, not complicate, the research experience. They 
help us achieve more accurate results. And publish more credible work – whether just a simple entry in 
an online tree or a fully bound family narrative. 

In Genealogy Standards, we read: “Accuracy is fundamental to genealogical research. Without it, a 
family’s history would be fiction.” In ecclesiastical circles, we often hear the phrase “a record worthy of 
all acceptation.” Both refer to work that is accurate and credible. 

Genealogy standards, therefore, are “for anyone who seeks to research and portray accurately people’s 
lives, relationships, and histories.”  Anyone. Any researcher. At any level, from professional genealogist 
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to casual researcher to Sunday afternoon hobbyist. If standards are important, they are important at the 
very beginning. 

GPS – The Genealogical Proof Standard 

“GPS” likely brings to mind a Global Positioning System – the type 
used in phones and automobiles to receive step-by-step driving 
directions, or determine the best route to a chosen destination.  

The Genealogical Proof Standard (also referred to as the GPS) is a 
set of five inter-dependent components which measure whether a 
research conclusion about a person, relationship, or event has been 
proven. We use the Genealogical Proof Standard to measure our 

research. We should also use it when considering the work of others before accepting it as valid.  

One system helps us along the path, the other in effect measures whether we arrived with accuracy. 

But what if . . . the latter GPS were likewise able to be used as a tool along the journey? Not as a turn-by-
turn set of directions – that is impossible as every research project is unique – but as a constant 
reminder of what the right path looks like? Beginning with the end in mind will likely yield the 
following results: Better focus. Clearer decision-making. Daily skill-building. Desire to further 
understand genealogical standards. And more accurate results. 

Begin with the End in Mind - A GPS “RoadMap” for Beginners 

1. Reasonably Exhaustive Research  
Those three words might sound a bit scary, but they exude a 
lot of common sense. From a different perspective, they 
become a call for an exciting, more in-depth research 
adventure. 

After all, does a death index provide enough evidence to 
reach an accurate conclusion about an ancestor’s death? 
Consider alone the possibility of indexing errors. Or the 
difficulty differentiating between multiple individuals of the 
same name in the same area. Viewing the original document seems paramount to gleaning all of the 
available information. But we don’t stop there. 

What other documents could be accessed to answer the question? Using multiple sources, from 
independent witnesses, adds further accuracy. Reviewing all relevant types of evidence insures 
against future surprises. And extracting all of the information from a source is implied. But we 
might not want to stop there either!  

What about their FAN club? Perhaps there are relevant pieces of information in the records of their 
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friends, associates, and neighbors. In more difficult cases, this may be the only place relevant 
information is found! 

This component simply asks us to dig deeper, gather more information, and find all available pieces 
that together will lead to the best and most accurate conclusion. In today’s age, depending on the 
question being answered, this may need to include DNA evidence. To that end, the second edition of 
Genealogy Standards was expanded to address this unique form of information. 

2. Complete and Accurate Source Citations  
This component requires that every piece of information presented has a documented reference, 
ensuring that the item can be found again. This verifies the research, not to mention it prevents us 
from having to do it twice! 

There are books that instruct very thoroughly on this topic when one is ready. As a beginner, I 
suggest we think a bit like a journalist – figure out and write down the who, what, where, when, 
why, and how of the story - or document. Each word may need to be answered multiple times. For 
instance, where did you find the source, and where in the source is the information? When did the 
event occur, when was it recorded, when was the source published, and when did you access it? 
How did you access it, what condition was it in, who was the informant, and why is that important? 
What was in it, or missing from it? And don’t forget to ask exactly what is it, who created it and 
why it was created.  

Using this type of data, online databases and software programs attempt to create citations for us, 
or at least coach us through the process. But we need to at least understand the parts, even feel 
confident changing and clarifying the parts to improve our documentation to have more meaning –
 to us and our “readers”. A little known fact: even FamilySearch FamilyTree allows citations to be 
edited to improve accuracy. 

Along the way, consider recording citations “as” you work; begin when you place the item to be 
viewed on your task list or research log. This skill requires patience, but comes with great reward. 
Doing so not only captures all research, including what was not found, but prevents having to 
repeat the process and results in more accurate citations. 

3. Analyze and Correlate the Information 
While researching, but specifically after information has been gathered, we analyze it – what type of 
source is it, who was the informant, how closely to 
the event was it created, does it directly answer 
the question, and how strong is the evidence? An 
original source, recorded close to the date of the 
event by someone in attendance at the time, is 
likely more reliable than one recorded years later. 

And we correlate or compare – how does it relate 
to other information found? Do all of the sources 
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sources provide same or different information? Do we have independent sources? For instance, an 
obituary, online memorial, and death certificate likely came from the same informant and therefore 
may not represent multiple sources of information. 

As we weigh the evidence, we might find more research is needed. Or that we failed to gather the 
“best” possible evidence. We might discover that the question cannot be adequately answered 
without DNA evidence, and create a testing plan. 

During this phase charts, timelines, and spreadsheets often enable clearer comparison and help 
identify gaps. 

4. Resolve Conflicting Evidence  
Tempting as it might be to selectively attach and cite sources 
that only support a desired conclusion, accurate research 
requires that we examine and include all evidence. And it 
dictates that we review all conflicts in that evidence, and 
resolve them to our satisfaction. Sometimes that is simple, and 
sometimes not. 

For instance, differences in ages on census records are usually 
minor and easily explained. But the difference between a 
birthdate on a baptismal record in the old country and the birthdate on a military draft registration 
form likely needs more careful analysis. Rather than toss something out, turn it inside out, upside 
down, inspect it with a fine-tooth comb. Determine why it doesn’t agree with the expected 
conclusion. Justify its exclusion as a valid answer, or use it as the springboard to bravely 
acknowledge a better one. 

This process secures stronger conclusions, ensures you are pursuing the right ancestor, and that the 
narrative you are developing about them is accurate. I call it my “peace of mind” review. 

5. Write a Soundly Seasoned Conclusion 
This is where we have opportunity to state our thoughts about the matter clearly, in writing, for 
others to review, and us to remember. The length required to accomplish the task is relative to the 
complexity of the research and question being answered. Called a proof, this written work – 
whether a simple sentence or ten pages long – quite simply answers the question “how did we arrive 
at this conclusion?” And includes the citations carefully created above. 

As beginners, let’s start by getting into the habit of making clear, written statements about why we 
believe a document even belongs to our ancestor when we attach it to a tree, and expand from there. 
The “reason for the change” field or a “discussion” entry in FamilyTree are great places to practice 
writing short conclusions. These proof statements may include a one or more data points, but 
don’t require complex analysis to sustain a conclusion - like direct evidence. 
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On the opposite end of the scale, an extremely complex case with dozens of sources, relationships 
built solely on indirect evidence, or resolution of heavily conflicting evidence, requires a more in-
depth, heavily-cited proof argument. Extending multiple pages in length, this document will 
likely include charts, tables, and other illustrations supporting the analysis. It may be a refined 
compilation or result of several statements and summaries along the way. As beginners, we only 
need to understand the possibilities that come with this type of written proof; the skill to write one 
will come with time. 

Somewhere in the middle, a proof summary documents multiple pieces of evidence, usually with 
minimal conflict. It may range in length from a few paragraphs to several pages, and will likely 
include some basic lists outlining the evidence. Beginners can quickly grow into this. We can 
practice sharing these short summaries in FamilySearch memories, Ancestry tree comments, or 
upload a document to the gallery; they are great for blog posts and act as cousin bait when part of 
an ongoing family history series. 

Regardless of complexity, without a written explanation of reasoning, the validity of conclusions are 
open to question. So, tempting as it may for a beginner to skip this component, the road map to 
accuracy leads to nowhere without it.  

Now, that wasn’t really as scary as it looked, was it? I guarantee with practice, the process will become 
more natural. You can do this! 

Final Thoughts 

Practice, Practice, Practice:  Following the examples provided in class, try your hand at using the 
GPS to review the credibility of some of your previous ancestral research. That is, after all, what it was 
designed for. In the review process you will likely find that there is more research that should be done, 
originals that should have been consulted, conflicts to be resolved, and I strongly suspect, a conclusion 
to be written. Voila! You are now off on the right foot. 

Then, keep these five components in mind as you conduct new research; use them to keep focused on 
the path to accuracy. The process will build your confidence, sharpen your skills, and provide a 
foundation on which to expand your efforts in learning and applying standards more broadly in the 
future. 

Build Forward: Once you are comfortable with the GPS both as a beginners roadmap and as a 
measurement tool to evaluate your work and that presented online by others, consider taking the next 
step, get the book(s) and learn more. 

“Proven” Doesn’t Equal “Final”: If this hadn’t been stated by Elizabeth Shown Mills herself, I’m 
not sure I would buy it. But a conclusion is never final. New evidence may become available someday 
that causes us to re-evaluate our position. This is normal. Relax and enjoy the process! 

Genealogy Standards for Beginners: A Road Map To Accuracy, page !                                   © Peg A Ivanyo, 20196



Resources 

• Board for Certification of Genealogists. Genealogy Standards, Second Edition. Washington, DC: Turner Publishing, 2019. 

• BCG, “Ethics and Standards” on the BCG website. https://bcgcertification.org/ethics-standards/ : 2019. 

• Doctrine and Covenants 128: 22, 24  

• FamilySearch. “Genealogical Standards and Guidelines (National Institute).” https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/
Genealogical_Standards_and_Guidelines_(National_Institute) : 2015.  

• ICAPGen. Preparation Tools. https://www.icapgen.org/preparation-resources/ : 2019. 

• Ingle, Cyndi, compiler. “Standards” on Cyndi’s List. http://www.cyndislist.com/standards/ : 2019.  

• International Society of Genetic Genealogy Wiki. “Ethics, Guidelines and Standards.” https://isogg.org/wiki/
Ethics,_guidelines_and_standards : 2019. 

• Jones, Thomas W. Mastering Genealogical Proof. Arlington VA: NGS Special Publication 107, 2013. 

• Meyerink, Kory L. “What Makes an Excellent Genealogist?” in Becoming an Excellent Genealogist. International 
Commission for the Accreditation of Professional Genealogists (ICAPGen), 2012. 

• National Genealogical Society. “NGS Guidelines” in References for Researching. https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/free-
resources/guidelines/ : 2016.  

• Rose, Christine. Genealogical Proof Standard: Building a Solid Case, 4th edition. San Jose, CA: 2014. 

• Shown Mills, Elizabeth. Evidence Explained: Citing History Sources from Artifacts to Cyberspace, second edition. 
Baltimore, MD: Genealogical Publishing Company, 2009. 

Genealogy Standards for Beginners: A Road Map To Accuracy, page !                                   © Peg A Ivanyo, 20197

https://bcgcertification.org/ethics-standards/
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Genealogical_Standards_and_Guidelines_(National_Institute)
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Genealogical_Standards_and_Guidelines_(National_Institute)
https://www.icapgen.org/preparation-resources/
http://www.cyndislist.com/standards/
https://isogg.org/wiki/Ethics,_guidelines_and_standards
https://isogg.org/wiki/Ethics,_guidelines_and_standards
https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/free-resources/guidelines/
https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/free-resources/guidelines/


Using Technology to See Research More Clearly 
Peg A. Ivanyo 
peg@allthingsrelated.com 

Introduction 

Ever wonder how you missed something that later seemed 
so obvious?  Or felt that the piles of details were difficult 
to sift through or perhaps even impossible to fit together?  
Does the image at right look familiar? A colorful attempt 
at visualizing relationships and data? 

Even with well-organized research logs, well-sourced 
databases, and clearly written reports, it is possible to get 
lost in the mass of information and overlook important 
clues that should be pursued.   

This class will introduce some simple tools that bring a fresh perspective to our work.  They won’t 
replace the essentials, but they will provide a thirty-foot view of a project and enhance focus.  If a 
picture is worth one thousand words, then a genealogical visual aid is priceless, as it will often reveal 
hidden clues, relationships, and lead us to “the rest of the story.” 

Mind Maps and Diagrams 
People have been brainstorming, diagramming, and generally capturing ideas on paper, restaurant 
napkins, and chalk boards for years. From organizational diagrams to manufacturing and 
technology flow charts, diagrams are commonly used to document information or business 
processes in a visual way. Mind maps are frequently used for writing, project management, 
entrepreneurial brainstorms, and even note-taking. It only makes sense that genealogists who want 
to “see” their research more clearly would find both of these useful.  

Mind Maps: Start with a question or central theme. 
Brainstorm, add data, images, hyperlinks to webpages, 
notes, and references to each small node on the site. 
Add color to define a stage of research or a 
generational level. Move things around as new 
information comes available; even drag and drop to 
reflect updated relationships.  

Mind-mapping tools come in all varieties, from simple 
to complex, free to expensive.  Most are fairly intuitive 
– i.e. create a sibling node with the return key and a 
child node with tab; use a pull-down menu to change 
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formatting and colors. For more details and app options, please reference the separate handout on 
Creating Mind Maps. 

Charts and Diagrams: Whether trying to solve a DNA riddle, visualize research status, or 
understand relationships from a variety of data points, a diagram can be extremely helpful. Some 
apps pull from existing data to create visuals in pre-determined formats, while others allow users to 
draw and chart only what is needed to ensure clarity. 

As all things technology, there are several apps available; we will highlight a handful in class. 

LucidChart, an online tool commonly used for system design and business flow charts, has become 
popular with genealogists of late. It was used to diagram (below left) known and unknown 
relationships based on both paper documentation and DNA in an effort to solve an unknown 
parentage query. The tool is powerful, but comes with a learning, and drawing curve; no pun 
intended. A free account provides limited storage and documents (3); a basic single user plan more 
storage and unlimited documents ($4.99/mo.). 

smartdraw is a fairly easy online drawing tool commonly used for flowcharts, organizational 
diagrams, and even floor plans. Naturally, they have a genealogy section as well – buried under 
“science and education.” The diagramming process is more intuitive, and the app easier to navigate. 
The system automatically builds connecting lines, and adds relationships with the click of an arrow, 
or a selection on the menu. The same relationship diagram (below right) was created in much less 
time than with LucidChart. Naturally, for this built-in ease of use, the price is higher ($9.99/mo). 

Microsoft Word SmartArt was used to create the simple diagram (below center) reflecting known 
relationships and active DNA matches. If you already own Word, it is quick and easy to use. 
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Advanced Tree Tools: We live in an amazing time! Just wait a day and someone brilliant will 
create a new app or come up with a better way to view existing data. What took days to figure out as 
it relates to just two descendant lines (above center) can now be quickly expanded to include clues 
from other descendant lines using Ancestry’s new ThruLines (below left). Naturally, these are just 
“clues” to be researched and verified, then added to a proof diagram, but Wow! Just Wow! 

From Charting Companion by progeny to Puzzilla (above right), there are many apps that work 
with existing data to provide final charts or visual clues along the research path. Naturally, these 
apps are only as reliable as the data with which they work, but they can both identify gaps and 
provide useful spot checks along the way with hover and click information. 

DNA Painter:  This app deserves its own nod. Chromosome mapping is not for the faint of heart. 
DNA Painter is “chromosome mapping simplified.” The map below is a fairly new one, with only 
13% of the chromosomes mapped so far. Each colored area represents where DNA is shared with 
cousins who are also considered “proven” with regular genealogical documentation. Mapped to the 
most common recent ancestral couple, each grouping in the key opens to reveal all matches by name 

and location.  

Obviously, the benefit lies in having a 
majority of chromosomes mapped, then 
being able to utilize that data to identify the 
unknown, seek individuals who match in a 
specific key area. Unknown matches can be 
overlaid to see where they might fit, even 
saved in an “unknown” category if desired. 
Free and Premium versions. 

Use Spreadsheets to Create a Visual Outline 
Using a spreadsheet to capture, compile, and correlate information could lead us to clues we might 
have missed otherwise. In the very simplest of uses, those nice little cells act like boxes to store bits 
of related information until further analysis or research can take place to complete the picture. Add 
a little color where appropriate to sharpen the view.  Note that care should be taken to set up the 
date fields correctly to assure successful sorting of data. 
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• Census Summary:  Summarizing 
census data for all members of one 
family can reveal migration patterns, 
potential locations for deaths or 
marriages, and where additional 
research may be required. 

• Demographic analysis:  Extraction 
of census data for all households in a 
small community, or a substantial 
number of pages surrounding the ancestor’s listing in a larger community, will provide sufficient 
data to analyze the socio-economic status of an ancestral family and the community in which they 
live. 

• Surname Extraction:  Capturing vital  information such as christenings for all with a common 
surname within a certain distance of an end-of-line ancestor’s residence into a spreadsheet creates 
a sortable table that will provide leads to family relationships. 

• Migration Clusters, Immigration Data, FAN Club, and 
More: Spreadsheets are a great way to track information about 
points of origin, immigration, migration, ethnic origins, education, 
and length of residence for the members of the community, possibly 
revealing clusters of families traveling and settling together from a 
common point of origin or faith. While gathering and analyzing 
massive amounts of data is the norm, spreadsheets can also be an 
easy way to “diagram” something like generational migration 
patterns (at right J. Paul Hawthorne’s viral Facebook challenge). 

• DNA:  From tracking chromosome matches to logging contacts, a 
spreadsheet can become your new best friend. 

Use Timelines to see Historical Context 
The simplest use of a timeline is to identify gaps and patterns in the life of an ancestor. They may 
also be used to showcase their life, track historical 
changes that affected their life, or both.  By overlaying 
political events, social history, and geographical 
boundary changes, we begin to “connect the dots” on 
issues that previously eluded us.  

Timelines may also provide clues to migration 
directions and impetus, death patterns, naturalization 
delays, and more.  While creating one may appear to be 
a tedious process, the act of putting it together alone 
could lead to puzzle-busting clues. 
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Burial Cluster 

Revealed



Knowing how important it is to see ancestors in context, timelines 
have become a natural inclusion in tree software and online tree 
views.  

What type to use or create?  Consider the following: 

• Purpose.  Why are you creating the timeline?  To document the 
storyline of an ancestor’s life for a family website?  To solve a 
problem?  To view an ancestor in social and historical context? 

• Who is the central focus?  Are you following a single individual, 
sorting out multiple families, or trying to differentiate individuals 
with the same names?   

Getting Started:  Experiment with the options.  Find a system or 
two that works well with how you see things. Then create a template 
for a quicker start on the next one. Even the most basic timeline created in a word processor or 
spreadsheet will quickly reveal points missed and areas requiring additional research. 

Resources:  As previously mentioned, many online and software databases produce timelines 
based on data entered. Some, like Ancestry trees connect the timeline to sources. Others, like the 
new FamilyTree timeline, integrate limited historical data.  Some, such as OurTimeLines, offer a 
view of world events over a period of time, but don’t 
integrate with ancestral data.  Others, such as Genelines 
(Windows only) interface with various databases.  
Finally, several options to create your own may be found 
online with step by step instructions.  

Use caution: Always use the historical information 
presented as a ‘clue’ to how things might have been; but 
research to confirm accuracy and applicability in that 
specific ancestor’s life. 

Final Thoughts 
With all the technology that surrounds us, there is no 
reason to struggle with stacks of handwritten notes to find clues, decipher the path, or analyze data.  
The challenge is more often directed toward keeping up on what is available and how to use it.  I 
personally tend to select a product to use based on the research problem at hand rather than one 
product to use across the board.  That way I can personalize my research in a way that truly helps 
me “see” things more clearly.   
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Resource List 
Mind Maps and Diagrams:  
1. Arons, Ron. Mind Maps for Genealogy: Enhanced Research Planning, Correlation, and Analysis, Oakland: Criminal 

Research , 2014. 
2. lucidchart.com. “Family Tree Generator,” Lucidchart, https://www.lucidchart.com/pages/examples/family-tree-

generator; video, examples, free sign-up. 
3. O’Gara, Jacob. “Organize your Thoughts and Ideas with this List of the 15 Best Mind Mapping Tools,” Digital Trends, 

http://www.digitaltrends.com/computing/best-mind-mapping-tools/ 
4. MacEntee, Thomas. “Mind Mapping Your Research Plans and Results,” Legacy Family Tree Webinars, 

familytreewebinars.com 
5. smartdraw.com. “Family Tree,” smartdraw, https://www.smartdraw.com/family-tree/#familyTreeTutorial 

Spreadsheets: 
1. Baldwin, Jen.. “Using Excel in Genealogy,” Ancestral Breezes, ancestralbreezes.blogspot.com/2014/04/using-excel-

in-genealogy.html 
2. Crandell, Jill. “Microsoft Excel as a Genealogy Research Tool,” Center for Family History and Genealogy, sponsored 

presentation given at NGS 2019. 
3. Cooper, Kitty.  “Using Spreadsheets,” on Kitty Cooper’s Blog.  https://blog.kittycooper.com/tag/dna-spreadsheet/ 

Timelines: 
1.  Genelines. “Use Timeline Charts to tell Amazing Family Stories.” Genelines software by progeny Genealogy, 

windows based; http://progenygenealogy.com/ 
2. OurTimelines. “Create a Timeline (of 5 to 140 year span),” OurTimelines.com. http://ourtimelines.com/

create_tl_2c.html 
3. Powell, Kimberly. “Using Genealogy Timelines as Research Tools,” in Humanities, History & Culture, ThoughtCo., 

https://www.thoughtco.com/genealogy-research-timelines-1422730 
4. Raymond, Robert. “Using Excel to Create Timelines,” FamilySearch Learning Center, https://www.familysearch.org/

ask/learningViewer/34 
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The Relief Society Magazine:  
Family History Stories Waiting to Be Discovered 

Fran Jensen, Deputy CGO 
FamilySearch 

Jensenfa@familysearch.org 
 
 

The Relief Society Bulletin was published in 1914 and was followed by the Relief 
Society Magazine that ran from 1915 to 1970. Join me on a journey of discovery in 
finding the family history treasures among the pages of the Relief Society Magazine!  

MY DISCOVERY 
Several stacks of the Relief Society Magazine 
were discovered at my parents’ home after my 
mother passed away. I spent some time 
browsing through several issues and 
discovered the treasure of family history stories 
just waiting to be found. 

BREIF HISTORY  
• 1872 Women’s Exponent 
• 1914 Relief Society Bulletin 
• 1915-1970 Relief Society Magazine 
• Founding Editor was Susa Young Gates 
• Subscribers: 

o 1930 – 26,509 
o 1967 – 260,000 

• Replaced by Ensign 
 

FAMILY HISTORY STORIES FOUND IN THE MAGAZINE 
Numerous examples of family history 
related stories will be shared during the 
lecture. Some of those examples are 
included in this syllabus. In the “Bond 
Family” example, on William Bond’s 
page in Family Tree there is no mention 
of T. Edward Bond. Following the clues in this Query may result in more family records! 



  
 

  
Elizabeth Welker collected antique 
sample lace and also learned to make 
different styles of lace. Her story was 
found by browsing through the online 
pages of the magazine. Several more 
articles about Elizabeth were found by 
following up with a search for her name. 
On her page in Family Tree there is no 
mention of her lace collection or the 
special Relief Society events held to 
show her unique collection of lace to the 
community. 
 
Elizabeth’s photo (bottom-right) and her 
written testimony were found after 
searching for her name: 
 

 

 
 
 
 



  
 

 
 
1940 June issue – “Three Generations of Relief Society Singers in Enoch Ward”. Is this story and photo 
included on their pages in the Family Tree? 

 
 
 
 
Dorothy was 
featured in 
the 1954 
January 
issue as the 
first-place 
short story 
winner. This 
is a perfect 
example of 
a family 
history story 
that could 
be included 
on Dorothy’s 
page in 
Family Tree. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The April 1926 issue featured C. Nelson White, the new Children’s Friend illustrator. He was born in 
Denmark 21 July 1893. His story of becoming an illustrator would be a great addition to his page in 
Family Tree! There are hundreds more stories about our ancestors in the magazine waiting to found! 



  
 

SEARCHING THE MAGAZINE ONLINE 
1. Use the BYU Library online at Lib.byu.edu 
2. Click on “Collections” 
3. Select “Digital Collections” 
4. Scroll down until you find the option for the 

“Relief Society Magazine Index” 
 

 

 
 

5. Search by name using surname, first name. Example: Sabin, Zara. 
6. Use the Advanced Search 
7. Search for men’s names too! Yes, there are interesting stories about the men too! 
8. Browse the Categories to understand how the magazine was both indexed and 

categorized 
9. When you find something of interest by browsing, follow up by doing a search for the 

name of interest. You may discover more than one article or poem that was written 
by or about the same person. 

10. The scanned issues are saved on the Internet Archive website. The search on the 
BYU website will link to the issue that matches your search. Therefore, you can also 
choose to do your searches on the Internet Archive website at https://archive.org  in 
addition to BYU’s search, or in place of the BYU search 

11. Magazine at Interne Archive: https://archive.org/details/reliefsocietymagazine  
 

Copyright 
© 2019 by Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this document may be reprinted or reproduced in 
any form for any purpose without prior written permission.  



 
 

Family Records in the 
War of 1812 Pension Files 
Fran Jensen, Deputy Chief Genealogical Officer, MBA 

FamilySearch, jensenfa@familysearch.org 
 
Two hundred years have passed since the War of 1812. Almost 100,000 
pension applications were submitted for consideration. Some were approved, others were not. 
The original pension files are located at the National Archives in Washington, D.C. and were 
never microfilmed. Now they are being digitized and made available online for free! It’s amazing 
how rich the pension files are with generations of genealogical information, including births, 
marriages, deaths, residence information, names of family members sometimes spanning 100 
years or more. Join us for an hour of discovery into the potential records waiting to be found in 
the pension files.  
 
What is a Pension?  
A pension is a monetary benefit for veterans, their widows, or minor heirs.  
 
War of 1812 Pension Eligibility   

• Before 1871 a veteran had to prove 
that his injuries sustained in the war 
prevented him from earning a living. If 
the veteran was deceased, his widow 
could apply.  

• The Act of 1871 allowed all veterans 
who served for at least 60 days to 
apply. The widow could apply is she 
was married to the soldier before 
1815.  

• The Act of 1878 offered benefits to 
veterans, their widows and minor children if the soldier served for at least 14 days.  

• When the veterans or widow was denied a pension, they often asked their congressman 
for help. This process could result in an Act of Congress passed for individual private 
relief. See U.S. Statutes at Large http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw/lwsl.html   

 
Where Are the Pension Files? 

• The index is available at FamilySearch 
• The digitized pension files for surnames A through R are available free at Fold3.com 

https://www.fold3.com/title/761/war-of-1812-pension-files . The files not yet digitized 
are available at the National Archives in Washington, D.C. 



 
Generations Found in Pension Files  

Frederick D. Bolles was a Private in Lieutenant Nathan 
Johnson’s Company of the Connecticut Militia in the War 
of 1812. He died in 1858 and his wife Fanny filed for a 
Widow’s Pension and Bounty Land under the Act 
of 1878. Fanny received both the pension and 160 acres 
of Bounty Land. The file contains 63 pages, including 
letters from their daughter Sarah, an obituary, marriage, 
birth, and death records. 
 
Frederick and his wife Fanny both have profiles in the 
Family Tree. The information found in his pension file 
provides evidence for his birth place, death date and 

place, marriage date and place, the fact that he had 12 children and 4 were still living at the time 
of the pension application. In the pension file, we also see evidence that he had 18 living 
grandchildren and 6 great-grandchildren. The pension included his wife Fanny’s birth date and 
place, death date and place, burial place, her father’s name, her sister’s married name and 
place of residence!  
  
Summary of Genealogical Timespan in Frederick’s Pension File  

• Frederick was born approximately 1790  
• Frederick’s children were born in the early 1800s  
• Frederick’s grandchildren were born in the mid 1800s  
• Frederick’s great-grandchildren were born in the late 1800s  
• Frederick’s pension file begins to identify 100 years of his descendants  
• (Additional examples will be shared in class)  

 
Records Submitted by Veteran or Widow  
When the veteran or widow applied for a pension, one or more documents were required to 
prove service in the war, marriage, and/or death. The records they submitted are literally 
treasures just waiting for someone to find them. Examples include: 

 
Clement Beckwith’s marriage 
record https://www.fold3.com/image/247/293208803 
 

 
A photograph of Jonathan James’ 
daughter, Leuvisa Jane James Corum 
 https://www.fold3.com/image/247/314438513   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Felix G. Denman; Georgia Militia, Family Bible page found in his 105 page pension 
file https://www.fold3.com/image/247/308363570   



  
 

 



  
 

 

	

Brought	to	you	by	your	friends	at	www.preservethepensions.org		

Researching	in	the	War	of	1812?	
Tips & Tricks 

What is a pension?   
Pensions	are	monetary	benefits	for	veterans	or	their	widows	and/or	minor	heirs	given	to	them	by	the	Veteran’s	Administration.		Generally,	a	veteran	
soldier	qualified	for	a	pension	if	he	could	prove	his	injuries	kept	him	from	being	able	to	work.		Widows	and	minor	children	could	also	apply.	

How was the soldier or his family eligible for a pension? 
• Before	1871	a	veteran	had	to	prove	that	his	injuries	sustained	in	the	war	prevented	him	from	earning	a	living,	or	the	widow	of	a	deceased	

soldier	could	apply.			
• The	Act	of	1871	allowed	all	soldiers	who	served	for	at	least	60	days	to	apply	or	to	a	widow	of	a	veteran	who	married	before	1815.			
• The	Act	of	1878	offered	benefits	to	soldiers	who	served	for	at	least	14	or	more	days	in	the	war	or	to	their	widows	and	minor	children.			
• If	 a	 solider	 or	widow	was	 denied	 a	 pension,	 they	would	 often	 go	 to	 their	 congressman	 and	 ask	 for	 their	 help.	 	 Congress	might	 pass	 a	

private	relief	act	for	an	ancestor;	check	the	U.S.	Statutes	at	Large	at	http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw/lwsl.html.			
 

What might I find in a soldier’s pension? 
You	can	be	confident	of	 finding	 the	ancestor’s	unit,	description	of	service,	and	whether	the	pension	was	admitted	or	denied.	 	You	
may	also	 likely	 find	names	of	his	 relatives,	 neighbors,	signatures,	descriptions	of	his	 injuries,	copies	of	marriage	records,	affidavits	
from	friends	and	neighbors,	doctor’s	reports,	and	sometimes	even	family	bible	pages.			

The digitization of the pensions hasn’t reached my ancestor’s surname yet.  What indexes can I check to 
see if he will be included? 
There	are	three	important	indexes	to	check,	all	of	them	available	for	free	through	FamilySearch.		First,	the	“Index	to	the	War	of	1812	
Pension	Application	Files”	see	https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1834325.		Another	less	known	index	is	the	Old	War	Pension	
Index,	 1815-1926,	 find	 it	 at	 https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1979425.	 	 Lastly,	 try	 the	 “United	 States	Remarried	Widows	
Index	to	Pension	Applications”	at	https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1979426.			

What is a service record and should I order one?  Aren’t they in the pension files? 
Compiled	Military	Service	Records	 (CSMR)	are	cards	 that	were	transcribed	from	the	original	records	detailing	an	ancestor’s	service	
within	his	unit:	muster	in	and	muster	out	rolls,	rank,	injuries,	deaths,	and	desertions.	The	file	may	also	contain	enlistment	papers	or	
other	 forms	 and	 letters.	 	 Check	 the	 index	 at	 https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1916219.	 They	 are	 only	 available	 at	 the	
National	Archives	(NARA)	in	Washington,	D.C.,	in	original	form	and	are	not	microfilmed	or	digitized	at	this	time.	You	can	order	copies	
from	www.archives.gov.		

What are Bounty-Land Warrant Applications? 
Almost	all	of	 the	 soldiers	 that	 served	 in	 the	War	were	eventually	eligible	 to	receive	bounty	 land,	especially	 beginning	 in	1850	and	
afterwards.	 If	a	 soldier	also	received	a	pension	 the	bounty	 land	 application	was	often	 filed	together	with	 the	pension	 file.	For	 the	
many	soldiers	or	their	widows	that	did	not	apply	for	a	pension	but	did	apply	for	bounty	land,	their	applications	are	filed	separately	at	
NARA	 under	 the	 Department	 of	 Veterans	 Affairs,	 Record	 Group	 15.	 	 	 A	 free	 partial	 index	 is	 available:	 now	 through	 the	 letter	 J	
(indexing	is	continuing),	find	it	at	www.fold3.com	under	“Bounty-Land	Warrant	Applications	Index.”		If	your	ancestor’s	surname	was	
later	 in	the	alphabet,	contact	NARA	and	request	a	search	using	the	ancestor’s	name,	state	of	service,	and	unit.		To	prove	that	they	
deserved	the	benefit	of	Bounty	Land,	families	would	send	a	great	amount	of	 information,	sometimes	even	detailed	descriptions	of	
battles	they	fought	in!	

What if my ancestor was in the regular army, and not in a militia? 
Career	soldiers’	records	are	separate.		Check	the	“Registers	of	Enlistments	in	the	U.S.	Army,	1798-1914”	for	free	at	FamilySearch,	see	
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1880762.		The	archivists	at	NARA	may	be	able	to	help	you	find	more.	

For more information, you might try: 
¨ Blog	articles	at	www.preservethepensions.org	or	follow	us	on	Facebook!	
¨ Stuart	 L.	 Butler,	 “Genealogical	 Records	 of	 the	 War	 of	 1812,”	 Prologue	 Magazine,	 Vol.	 23,	 1991,	 find	 it	 at	

http://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1991/winter/war-of-1812.html		
¨ Christine	Rose,	Military	Bounty	Land	1776-1855	(San	Jose,	CA	:	CR	Publications,	2011)	
¨ George	K.	Schweitzer,	PhD,	ScD,	War	of	1812	Genealogy	(Knoxville,	TN:	G.	Schweitzer,	2004)	
¨ United	States	Daughters	of	1812,	Ancestor	Database,	http://www.usdaughters1812.org/		

¨ General	Society	of	the	War	of	1812,	http://www.gsw1812.org/		

¨ State	Archives	where	your	ancestor	served,	see	http://www.statearchivists.org/states.htm		

¨ FamilySearch	Wiki	“United	States	in	the	War	of	1812”		

https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/United_States_in_the_War_of_1812		
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Organize, Share and Collaborate with Google Sheets 
Lianne Kruger, iFamilyHistory.blogspot.ca 
 
Use Google Drive in genealogy for two reasons.  

1. To share files and photos with family members. 
2. As a backup of documents, photos, letters, etc. 

Three steps to share a file with family 
1. Create a Google account 
2. Upload a file already created or create a new file. 
3. Share the file for family members to see. 

 

1. Create a Google Drive 
To create a free Google account. [This gives you a free Gmail account as well.] 

• Go to Google.ca  
• Click on the 9 dots [in the top right hand corner]  
• A menu appears [as shown on the right] 

I have moved the icons around to the way I like them   
• Click on the Drive icon  

 

2. Upload or Create a New File 

Upload a file 
Use upload a file for files that are already saved on your computer.  
 
Upload refers to the transfer of files from a computer to the web. 
You would do this for your family history or genealogy for the following reasons 

 as a backup 
 to share with others 
 to have access to it where every you are and on whatever you computer you are on. 

 
To transfer files from our computer to Google Drive we upload them. 

1. Click New 
2. Click File Upload or Folder Upload 
3. Google now asked us what file. Find the file on your hard drive.  

You can also drag and drop the file from File Explorer to Google Drive.  
4. A message appears in the bottom right-hand corner indicating the upload amount. Google Drive 

indicates when it is completed uploading.  
 
To drag and drop  

1. Open File Explorer. Go to the folder where the file is located. 
2. Open Google Drive. 
3. Click on file.  
4. Drag file from Explorer to Google Drive. 

Google Drive will now copy the file from Explorer to Google Drive.  
 

Your file is now a backup and can share with families. 
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Create a file 
To create a file in Google Drive. 

1. From the main menu of Google Drive. 
2. Click New.   

[Big blue button as shown on the right.] 
3. Select the program you want to use.  
4. Add text to the document, in the program. 
5. Document is saved automatically every few minutes. 

 

3. Share a file or folder 
To give family members the ability to see or edit your files we 
need to share the file.  
If you share a folder, all files in the folder will be shared. That is nice when you have multiple files. 
 
Email link to others 

1. Click on the file or folder you want to share.  
2. Click on the little head with a plus sign [highlighted below.] located in 

the top right hand corner of the screen menu as shown on right.  
 
The icon will not appear if you click on the Quick Access files 
listed at the top of the screen.  
If it is not there, double click on the file to open it up. 

a. Click on the 3 dots in the top right hand corner. 
b. The menu on the right appears.  
c. Click on Share [The first item on the menu]. 

3. Either way, when you select Share the following window appears: 

 
4. The cursor is blinking inside the box “Enter names or email addresses…”  

Names only work if they are in your Google contacts.  
5. Type in the email address of the person you want to share this file with. If more than one, type a 

space bar after each or a ; semi colon. 
6. Click on the pencil. This allows you to determine how you want to share the file 

a. Edit. This allows the person you are sharing with to make changes to your document.  
b. Comment. This allows the person you are sharing it with to make comments in the 

document but not edit the document. This is great if they are proofreading it.  
c. View. This allows the person you are sharing it with to only see the document. No 

changes or comments.  
 

7. Once you have typed in all of the email addresses and determined how you are sharing it with 
them, click Done.  
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Copy Link 
1. If you are putting the link to this file on a blog post, a webpage or in an email: 

a. Click on Get shareable link 
b. The window changes to the screen on the 

right 
c. Change what you are going to allow them 

to do by click in on the drop down arrow 
beside “Anyone with the link can view”  

d. Now that you have set how they can view 
the document, Click on Copy link. 

e. Go to the blog, document or website 
where this link is to pasted. 

f. Click CTRL/V or Right Click and select 
PASTE. The link is copied where you 
cursor icon is located. 

 
Other choices for step 9.c. are: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4. Storage Amounts 
Google gives you 15 Gb of free storage. 
The storage includes: 

 Drive files 
 Google Photos 
 Gmail 

1. Open up Google Drive. 
2. On the left-hand side of the main screen is a menu.  

At the bottom of the menu is the amount of memory you have 
used out of the 15 GB. 
Such as:  
8 GB of 15 GB used 

 
To find out how much you have used in the different areas 
2. Move your mouse over the three bars or words "Upgrade storage" 
    The screen on the right will appear. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-biNVBNwKwGw/WcQgE49p5bI/AAAAAAAAXWY/fbOhaenonwEvlDbn7Wba8wR1hMrlfWrCACLcBGAs/s1600/Storage+amts.png
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Spreadsheet 
Columns are identified by letters.  
Rows are identified by numbers 
Each box named a cell, are named by a letter then number. 
The cell outlined on the right is cell A1. 
 
Move around using the following: 

Mouse click inside the cell 

TAB cell to the right 

SHIFT/TAB cell to the left 

Arrows direction of the arrow 

 
Formatting the cells using the menu items.  

1. Select the cells you want to change. 
2. Click on the menu.  
3. Click on the item from the menu. 

 
 
Formatting the cells using the toolbar 

1. Select the cells you want to change. 
2. Select the item on the toolbar.  

 
Position mouse over each icon. A box with a label will appear indicating what it is.  
 
Working with tabs/worksheets 

 
 
Add a new sheet  

1. Click on the + Plus sign.  
 

Copy a tab 
Create a layout [template] and then copy for 
each new person or project. 

1. Click on down arrow on tab to copy 
2. Click on Duplicate 

A copy of the worksheet is created   
and placed to the right of the   
spreadsheet copied.  
 

Rename sheet name 
1. Click on down arrow on tab 
2. Menu on right appears 
3. Click Rename 
4. Type in new name 

Edit columns 
1. Right Click on Column name. 
2. The following menu appears.  
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Research and Share with Social Media  
Lianne Kruger 

Social media can be used to help genealogists in four areas. Research your family line, 
general research helps and training, sharing information with others and meeting 
distant relatives. I will share examples of these six free platforms in those four areas. 
         

Facebook  Twitter  
Research your family line 

 Lots of people from all over the world 

 Links given to helps shared  

 Easy to use 

 People share photos of people and 
locations  

 Join a group.  
There are groups for last names, 
towns/cities, counties, provinces/states, 
historical societies, and topics such as DNA 
helps. 

 Ask questions about locations, history and 
family to the people in the groups. 
 

 Research your family line 

 Lots of people from all over the world 

 Links to great helps shared in tweets 

 Fairly easy to use 

 Join live twitter chats where people, from all 
over the world tweet for an hour about their 
favourite subject. Nice support. 
o #AncestryHour and #GenChat 

 Ask others for information about ancestors 
or locations or other people with twitter 
accounts in the area.  

 

General Research Helps & Training 

 Like pages based on towns/cities, 
provinces/states and countries where your 
family has lived.  

 Like genealogical groups for last names. 

 Genealogical groups share links to help and 
training pages. 

 Talk to people who live there now. 

 Many groups will ask why you are joining. 
Answer the questions and they will let you 
join. 

 

  General Research Helps & Training 

 Follow twitters from genealogists and 
specialists in the areas you are researching  

 Follow people who tweet about genealogy.  

 Get links to help in research areas, and 
genealogical topics, family history, writing 
family history, etc.  

 Meet new friends from all over the world 
with the same hobby as yourself 

 Share success stories and brick walls with 
people who understand 

 
Share information with others 

 Add photos to your Facebook page 

 Problem: Facebook now owns that photo 
and can use it anywhere. They don’t usually 
but they now can.  

 Security: Create a group page. Add family 
members. Allow only those you want to see 
your group.  

 

 Share information with others 

 Share information on resources  

 Help others researching  

 Once you make a connection then chat in 
Messenger or by email. 

Meet distant relatives 

 Very possible to do! 

 Meet distant relatives 

 Very possible to do! 
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Pinterest  
 

YouTube 

Research your family line 

 Many people from all over the world 

 Visual 

 Pins are links to websites, blogs  

 Search is easy to use. 

 Search for pins with locations of your 
ancestors, or last names.  

 Lots of pins with links with helps such as 
maps, customs, food, history, buildings, etc. 
 

 Research your family line 

 1.3 billion people use it from everywhere 

 300 hours of video are uploaded every 
minute  

 Almost 5 billion videos are watched each day.  

 80% of views are outside USA 

 Great search engine.  
Search for family names 
 

General Research Helps & Training 

 Follow people who have research helps or 
training in genealogy. Every time they post 
you will see their new posts.  

 You can follow them [all their boards] or 
just one board.  

 Pinterest will also list for you pins that are 
similar to ones you are following or have 
added to your boards. It does the search 
for you! 

 

  General Research Helps & Training 

 Search for channels with videos teaching on 
how to’s for research, DNA, organization, 
methodology.  

 Follow genealogists and specialists in the 
areas you are researching  

 Search for research videos giving help in 
genealogical topic such as DNA, 
methodology, technology, the area of your 
research etc. There is almost a video for 
everything  
 

Share information with others 

 Organize pins by categories such as 
locations, helps in research, maps, etc. into 
boards.  

 Put a description of the link to help others 
know the area or last name of the post you 
are directing them to.  

 Get family to follow your boards 

 Would not share family photos or stories 
here but links to a blog or other locations 
which has the photos and videos. Other 
family members might find you.  
 

 Share information with others 

 Make your own private channel 

 Upload your family videos  

 Make PowerPoints into videos to share 

 Share videos with family 

 They can add comments below the videos to 
add their own stories or points of view on 
events. 
 

Meet distant relatives 

 Possible but not as likely. 

 Meet distant relatives 

 Possible, not as likely. 
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  Blogs   
 Instagram 

Research your family line 

 Search for your last name or family. Other 
Bloggers may have your family on their 
blog. 

 Search for blogs that have information 
about your area of research. 
 

 Research your family line 

 Not the best place for this.  

 Only upload from a phone [not computer] 

General Research Helps & Training 

 Search for bloggers who give general 
research tips on technology or 
methodology or DNA 

 Add your email so everytime they add a 
post you are notified by email 
 

  General Research Helps & Training 

 Not much shared here. Sometimes a link to 
their blog or website.  

Share information with others 

 This can be private so only family who 
know the link can see this blog 

 Add a post for a photo and have people 
make comments on it. They can download 
the photo from the blog post 

 Add a story and ask family to comment.  

 Add scanned documents such as 
certificates, report cards, awards, etc. 
Family members can download from the 
blog.  
 

 Share information with others 

 Share photos. They can add comments.  

 This is where the next generation is 

 Get them involved by coming here and 
adding items about your family.  

Meet distant relatives 

 Very possible to do! Cousins searching may 
find your blog and find a family connection.  

 Meet distant relatives 

 Possible but not as likely.  
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Share and Organize with Evernote  
Lianne Kruger, iFamilyHistory.blogspot.ca 
 

Tags  
You can add a tag to every note to help identify the contents of the note. A tag maybe a last name, a 
document type, a location, a time period or more. You may have more than one tag per note, such as a 
surname and location. Be consistent on the name of the tags. Think about what you want before 
starting.  
To add a tag  

1. Select note.  
2. Click on tag at the top of the note.  

Or  
1. Drag and drop from Tag list to Note. 

 
 
List of Tags 

1. Click Tags at the bottom of the Left Panel menu. 
2. List of Tags appears in alphabetical order. 
3.  

Editing 
To edit a tag on a note 
1. Right Click on the tags on the toolbar at the 

top. 
The following menu appears 

 
2. You can now  

a. Remove: removes the tag from the list 
b. Delete:  deletes the tag from the note 

only. Does not delete the tag.  
Cannot be undone 

c. Rename the tag [on all notes] 
d. Copy: Copies to clipboard.  

You can paste it anywhere. 
 

To edit a tag from the Tag list 
1. Right Click on a tag in the alpha 

The following appears 

 
2. You can now 

a. Create a subtag of this tag.  
b. Rename the tag [on all notes] 
c. Delete the tag 
d. Change the style as shown below 

 
e. Add to Shortcuts [explained below] 
f. Move to Top Level 

If it is a subtag this option will appear.  
This moves it up a level. No longer a 
subtag.  

Notebooks 
Notebooks is a good way to organize the notes. Think of it as a file folder.  



Lianne Kruger Share and Organize with Evernote Page 2 

To create a notebook 
1. Select File from the menu. 
2. Select Notebook. 
3. Type in a name for the notebook. 
4. Hit Enter. 

Or 
5. Right-Click on a Notebook in the Left Panel on 

the Notebook you want to create a notebook in 
and the following menu appears.  
 
 
Right-Click on a note in the Left Panel and the following menu 
appears.  
 
 
 
 

Stacks 
Multiple notebooks can be organized into a 
stack, as in a stack of books. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Another way to think of the organization is as follows: 

1. Notes goes into file folders called notebooks 
2. Notebooks are stored in filing cabinet drawers 
3. Evernote is the filing cabinet  

 
 
 
 
 

Note: 
Some people like tags others like notebooks.  
I like to use both.  

  

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Shortcuts   
Shortcuts appear on the Toolbar. Put notes or notebooks that you are working on for easy access.  

 
Add a shortcut to a note 
1. Right Click on a note or notebook in the Note List you want added to 

the Shortcuts.  
2. Select Add to a Shortcuts  

The name of note or notebook appears in the shortcut menu on the 
Toolbar as shown above. 
 

Edit a shortcut 

 
If a Stack or notebook is added, as OGS Conference on the right, 
a down arrow will appear and all notes in that notebook will appear.  
 

Web Shortcuts 
1. Click on the star. 

A circle goes around the star and the menu appears to its right with a 
list of all notes you have marked as a Shortcut. 
 

Add to shortcuts 
1. Click on the note. 
2. Click on the star at the top of the note [on the toolbar]. 

To see your shortcuts on the web browser,  
click on the star on the left-hand side.  
 

Remove a shortcut 
1. Move mouse over the shortcut. 
2. A minus sign appears at the right of the title. 
3. Click on the minus sign to remove the shortcut.  
4. It automatically disappears from the shortcut list. It does not 

remove the note. 
 

Phone Shortcuts 

1. Click the star at the menu on the bottom. A list of Recent notes appears at the top of the screen 
followed by your Shortcuts.  

 
Share  
You can share a note or notebook with one or more 
individuals and share the URL with multiple people. Each 
package has a limit as to how many you can share and 
receive.  
 
Once I have shared the note, this screen indicates how many people I have shared with. 
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Web browser sharing menu 
 

   

Table of Contents 
To create a table of contents note 
1. Select the notes you want included in the Table of Contents by holding down Ctrl / Cmd and click. 
2. Select Create Table of Contents Note in the Note Panel. This creates a new note with a list of 

individual links for each of the selected notes.  
3. Each title is a hyperlink to that note. 

 
 
Note:   
If you want external shared files included in the index, add 
the link in a note. Your table of contents can include links 
to both Evernote content and outside content. 
 
This table of contents can be copied into a Word 
document. The hyperlinks still work. When clicked they will 
open the note. They will ask if you want to always open 
this type of document with Evernote. It will also open what 
is inside the note if it is a link or file, such as a website or a 
pdf document. 
 

Want to add another note after creating this? You have two options.  
Delete this table of contents note and remake it, or do it manually by inserting hyperlinks.  

 

Insert Hyperlinks 
To manually create a table of contents or add a link to a note to a previously made note, copying 
the note links of individual notes and pasting them into a 
new or existing note. 

1. Go to the note. 
2. Click on the … [three dots on the toolbar]  
3. Copy notelink appears. Click on it. 
4. Go to the note you want the Table of Contents. 
5. Click on the line you want the hyperlink to appear. 
6. Paste. The name of the note will appear as a hyperlink  

[blue underline]. 
7. Move your mouse over top of the link to see the link address.  

 

https://help.evernote.com/hc/articles/208313588


An Introduction to MyHeritage for New Users 
Mike Mansfield, MSLIS 
Director of Content Operations, MyHeritage.com 

Effective genealogy technologies are predominantly meant to save you time 
• More time researching, analyzing, and thinking 
• Point your way to discoveries you may not have found yourself 
• Impossible and impractical to cover all possible research directions and repeat them 

frequently as new sources of information become available 
• Better technology allows you to achieve in days what once required years 

Smart Matching 
• Tree to Tree matching 
• Accuracy is paramount 

o Special technology to reduce false positives 
o Accuracy level as measured by ratio of user confirmations to rejections exceeds 

97.6% 
o Technology improves as more confirmations and rejections are collected 
o In a typical month we see 23 million confirmed Smart Matches and half of a 

million rejected ones 
• A match means a person in another tree is thought to be the same person in your tree 
• These tree-to-tree matches are based on names, dates, places, relationships, and other 

facts 

Record Matching 
• Tree to Record matching 
• Record matching works automatically on new data added to your tree and whenever 

new records are added to online collections 
• Saving and extracting matched records to your tree is streamlined 
• These tree-to-record matches are also based on names, dates, places, relationships, and 

other facts. 

Finding your Smart Matches & Record Matches 
• The “Discoveries” main menu tab is an excellent way to find record matches: 

 
o Find record matches “by people” and search and filter your matches to meet your 

research objectives. 
o Find record matches “by source” which shows matches to your tree profiles by specific 

content collections. 
• Record matches will also appear with a visual icon when looking at your tree in the 

pedigree view and the family view. 



 
Pedigree View  

Family View 
 

• And when examining individuals in your tree: 

 
Profile View 

 

Reviewing, Confirming, and Using Record Matches 
• You work with your matches by first reviewing, second confirming, and third determining if 

and what informational items you want to be copied into your tree profile from that 
historical record. 

 
 

• You are then presented with a 
list of record matches for this 
person which you can browse, 
select, or ignore.  

• The “review match” button will 
show you the full content of the 
record and the option to 
“confirm match”. 

        

• Confirming a match is only a signal to the MyHeritage system that you have evaluated the 
match and decided that it is accurate but does not, on its own, add, copy to, or attach 
anything to your tree. 
 

 
 

• After the confirmation step you are taken to a page that allows you to now decide if and 
what data elements from the record you want to incorporate into your tree. 



 

 
 

• The Extract information feature helps you easily decide what data from the record you 
want and don’t want copied to your tree – and builds a citation and a link to the original 
record as well. 
 

 
 

 
 

• Clicking the “Save to tree” button will add just these selected data elements to this profile 
in your tree. 

 

• The extracted information from 
the confirmed and extracted 
Record Match will now appear 
like other events in the 
associated profile of your tree 
where you can edit and 
manipulate it as you desire. 

 

Newspaper & Free-Text Matching 
• Newspapers are an important but often difficult record type to use in genealogy 

research 
• Technology to apply semantic analysis to newspapers and other free-text content 
• These techniques are used to help search engines find and match content in 

newspapers to family trees 

Record Detective 
• Record to record matching 



• Related records are additional records associated with the current historical record 
• Related people are individuals in family trees on MyHeritage associated with the current 

historical record 
• With Record Detective every record you find may lead to more records of the same 

person 

Instant Discoveries 
• A relatively new technology released in November 2014 
• Based on Smart Matches and Record Matches 
• Unique benefit – allows adding entire branches to your tree in one click 
• Entire branches with related people, their information, and photos are added 
• Source citations too 

 



	

Your Tree and DNA on MyHeritage will 
Greatly Expand Your Research and Success 
Mike Mansfield, MSLIS  
Director of Content Operations, MyHeritage.com 

With billions of historical records and a huge community of users from all over the world 
MyHeritage is an incredible genealogical trove that can help you discover, preserve, 
and share your family history. One of the best ways to maximize MyHeritage is to host 
your tree at MyHeritage where our systems will automagically help you find new 
records, fill gaps in your existing tree, and provide matches that can help you efficiently 
discover new ancestors and family members. In this session you will learn, first, how to 
move your tree from online tree systems such as the FamilySeach Family Tree to 
MyHeritage. Next, how MyHeritage works with your tree to find new and additional 
information that you can easily evaluate and add to your tree. Finally, how DNA 
matches give you additional capabilities in finding distant cousins, your shared common 
ancestors, and descendants of these common ancestors that you may have lost track of 
or never had time to research. 
The Benefits of Having a Tree at MyHeritage 

• A unique and broad international community 
• Record Matches 

o Intelligently compares the profiles in your family tree to the billions of 
historical records on MyHeritage and automatically finds matches for you 

• Smart Matches 
o Works by comparing names, facts, and connections intelligently to the 

millions of family trees contributed by other users, to find out if your family 
tree intersects with any other trees and indicates matches. 

• Record Detective 
o Records become smart objects and can lead to more records about the 

same person 
• Other Tree Tools 

o Pedigree Map and the Consistency Checker help you visualize and 
improve the data in your tree 

Getting your tree on MyHeritage 
• Export your tree from FamilySearch Family Tree 

o 3rd party software packages 
o The process – tips, tricks, and pitfalls 
o What should you export? 

• Exporting from other online tree systems 



	

• Import and host your tree at MyHeritage 
Using SuperSearch™ – tips, tricks, and strategies 

• Basic and advanced search templates 
• Global, category, group, and collection search templates 
• Special options for given names and surnames 
• Exact search & “With translations” 
• Searching with relatives 

Enjoy SuperSearch™ automagically finding new information for you 
• Using Record Matches 
• Using Smart Matches 
• Record Detective surfaced records 

DNA Matches and In Common With (ICW) information 
• With your tree hosted at MyHeritage your DNA Matches show a rich array of “In 

Common With” information for your DNA Matches which have trees at 
MyHeritage. 

o Smart Matches 
§ Shows people in your family tree that match people in the family 

tree of your DNA match 
o Shared ancestral surnames 

§ Shows surnames that appear both in your family tree and in the 
family tree of your DNA match going back up to 10 generations 

o Shared DNA matches 
§ Shows people that are genetically related to both you and your 

DNA Match 
o Shared DNA segments 

§ Shows segments of DNA (by chromosome) that you and your DNA 
Match likely inherited form a common ancestor 

o Shared ancestral places 
§ Shows places that appear in your family tree as well as in the family 

tree of your DNA Match 
o Shared pedigree charts 

§ Shows direct ancestors of your DNA Match alongside your own 
direct ancestors 

o Shared ethnicities 
§ Shows ethnicity regions where you and your DNA Match have 

common ancestral origins. 
• Finding the common shared ancestors of your DNA Matches can help you find 

entire new branches of family and descendants of your ancestors. 
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Margo McKinstry, AG - mckinstrymj@gmail.com 
England & Wales – Census & Civil Registration Records 

 
 
GAZETTEERS & MAPS 
 
Do you know where your family lived in England?  Is the parish name identified?  Do you understand the 
boundaries & jurisdictions where they lived? 
 
Gazetteers 
• Imperial Gazetteer - www.visionofbritain.org.uk  
• Topographical Dictionary of England - www.british-history.ac.uk/topographical-dict/england 
 
Maps 
• English Jurisdictions Project 1851 - http://maps.familysearch.org 
• http://maps.nls.uk/os/6inch-england-and-wales - Ordnance Survey Maps 
• Use search engines to find maps:  Google, Ask.com, Bing, Dogpile, etc. 
 

 
CENSUS RECORDS – 1841 to 1911 & 1939 Register 
 

• One of best ways to locate ancestors at a given place and time. 
• Census records are a statistical count of the population of the country.  
• Used for Taxation, Military, etc. 
• Taken every 10 years 
• The records are released 100 years after census taken. 
• Enumerated by County > District > Sub-district > Enumeration district.  
 
CONTENT OF CENSUS RECORDS 
 
1841 census: 
 
• Name, age, and occupation of everyone in household (Occupations often abbreviated) 
• No relationships given to head of household 
• Ages rounded down to nearest multiple of 5 except for children 15 years and under 
• Place of birth: Only ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ if born in county where living; if born outside of England supposed to 

indicate country i.e. “S” (Scotland), “I” (Ireland) 
 

1851-1901 censuses: 
 
• Each household member is named with relationship to head of household 
• Status (married/single/widowed), age & occupation are given 
• Parish & county of birth are requested 
 
1911 census:  In addition to previous census information, these items were added: 
 
• Number of years married 
• Number of children born to couple; number deceased & number living 
• Number of rooms in dwelling & address of residence 
• Signature of head of household 
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After 1911? 
 
• 1921 census released near 2021 
• 1931 census was destroyed 
• 1941 census did not occur – W.W.II 
• 1951 to present – released in 100 years 
 
1939 Register: Census substitute taken on September 29, 1939 at beginning of WWII 
 
• Only found at www.findmypast.com > Search > 1939 Register 
• Critical tool in coordinating the war effort in England 
• Used to issue identity cards, ration cards & call-up papers 
• Lists full names, dates of birth, occupations & address 
• Register was maintained in some form up to 1991; changes of name upon marriage & subsequent 

deaths may also be noted. 

 
SEARCHING CENSUS ONLINE 
 
• www.familysearch.org (free) 
• www.findmypast.com 
• www.ancestry.com 
• www.myheritage.com 
• www.freecen.org.uk (free) – incomplete 
• www.censusfinder.com - list of free indexes/transcripts 
• www.genuki.org.uk -links to county web sites 
• www.census-online.com– incomplete; transcriptions 
• Search Engines – Google, Dogpile, Ask.com, Bing 
 
CENSUS SEARCH TIPS 
 
• Build families noting ages, places & occupations 
• Search all census years for family (look for married members in later censuses) 
• Note if gaps in children’s ages – missing children? 
• Review neighbors for possible family connections 
• Remember - people may not have known their exact age or birth date. 
• Relationships to head of house — relationships may be noted in ways we don’t understand; don’t 

 read more into census than is there. 
• NOTE: Names may be misspelled and ages & birthplaces may not be accurate  
• Possibility of indexing errors online 
• Jurisdictions changed; people may not be where expected; pages may be unreadable 
• Online:  first do general search; don’t add too much information; use wildcards 
• Search more than one web site if having difficulty finding a family or reading a record 
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CIVIL REGISTRATION 
 
• Government registration of births, marriages and deaths; began July 1, 1837  
• Organized by registration districts; go to www.ukbmd.org.uk/genuki/reg/ to understand order 
• One index for ALL of England & Wales.  
• Pre-1875:  5-10% births may be unregistered 
• Certificates only available from England 
• Event was registered at local registrar’s office & periodically they would send books to national office 

where copies were made by hand - resulted in two sets of registration books.  The National office 
copy is subject to copying errors & does not contain original signatures.  But local registrar’s office 
usually charges more for certificates. 

 
RECORD CONTENT 
 
Birth 
• Registration district & sub-district 
• Child’s name & gender; Birth date & birthplace (sometimes street address) 
• Father’s name and occupation 
• Mother’s Christian and maiden name (indicated by “formerly”) 
• Signature, description & residence of informant & date registered (42 days to register) 
 
Marriage 
• Registration district & sub-district 
• Date and place of marriage (look at religion – married at Church or Registrar Office?) 
• Bride & groom’s names, ages, occupations & residences at time of marriage 
• Marital status (Bachelor/Spinster – single; Widower/Widow) 
• Names & occupations of fathers (sometimes noted whether they are deceased) 
• Signatures of bride & groom and witnesses (signatures not original if record obtained from GRO) 
• Should have been registered immediately after the ceremony by officiating officer  
 
Death 
• Registration district & sub-district 
• Date & place of death; Name, gender, age & possibly marital status of decedent 
• Cause of death & occupation (in the case of a woman her occupation may be given as “wife of”; in 

the case of a child the occupation may be “son/daughter of”) 
• Signature, description & residence of informant & date registered 
 
CIVIL REGISTRATION INDEXES 
 

• Indexes arranged by:  Event type, year, quarter, surname (alphabetically), given name 
(alphabetically) 

• Organized in Quarters:  March (Jan, Feb, Mar); Jun (Apr, May, June); Sep (July, Aug, Sep); Dec 
(Oct, Nov, Dec)  

• Events found in index by date of registration (not necessarily date of event). 
• Added Information given in Indexes: 

o Birth Indexes – in 1911 - Mother’s maiden name 
o Marriage Indexes – in 1912 - Spouse’s surname 
o Death Indexes – in 1866 – Age of deceased 

• Birth, Marriage & Death events are organized by indexes.  Index reference needed to order record: 
o Year and Quarter 
o Full name 
o Registration District (can contain a number of civil parishes) 
o Volume number & Page number 
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SEARCHING INDEXES ONLINE 
 

• **www.gro.gov.uk – births: has mother’s maiden name (1837-1917); deaths: gives age (1837-1957) 
• www.freebmd.org.uk 
• www.familysearch.org  
• www.ancestry.com 
• www.ukbmd.org.uk 
NOTE: Before ordering certificates, check church records on various sites for digitized christenings, 
marriages & burials.   
 
Strategy to order certificates: 
 

• 1) Search an index; 2) Record all index reference information given; 3) Order certificate online 
• Certificates only available in England at www.gro.gov.uk – National office; will be required to log in  
• Need credit or debit card and e-mail address; cost is £9.25 
• Possibility of finding an ‘unwanted certificate’ online - Google 
 
CIVIL REGISTRATION STRATEGIES 
 

• Never take index information for family records – ALWAYS order certificate 
• Consider different spellings of both Christian names & surnames 
• Entry could be listed as “male” or “female” instead of given name 
• Search wider span of years for needed event 
• Maybe event is registered in a different place than expected 
• Maybe event was not recorded or there is an indexing error 
• More info: www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/most_customers_want_to_know 
 
www.familysearch.org – ‘HELP’ 
 

• ‘Help’ > Learning Center > Enter topic - free online classes 
• ‘Search’ > Research Wiki > ‘Family History Library Classes and Webinars’ > Europe – handouts 
• ‘Search’ > Research Wiki > ‘England Civil Registration’ - articles 
• Catalog > Place-names Search 
• Explore all geographic areas for a parish (also county and country) by using:   

- http://maps.familysearch.org – ‘Options’ tab gives adjacent parishes 
 
MORE STRATEGIES - FINDING YOUR ENGLISH ANCESTORS 
 

• Search for one generation at a time; search for the entire family; search a broad time period 
• Consider ancestor’s whole life; search each source thoroughly; watch for spelling variations 
• Take time to assess research that has been done to keep up to date. 
• Keep a research log to track what you’ve done & where you’ve been, even if nothing is found 
• When records are found, cite the source including repository name, title, author & page no. 
• Evaluate findings 

- Did the person that provided the information witness the event? 
- Was the information recorded at or near the time of the event? 
- Is the information consistent and logical? 
- Does it suggest a place to go next? It’s a good idea to make notes at the end of each research 

session - what research has been done and what still needs to be done. 
• REMEMBER:  Indexes point to original records – ALWAYS obtain copy of original.   
• Keep current on new websites that are indexing or transcribing records for counties 
• Sign-up for free e-newsletters:  http://blog.eogn.com (Dick Eastman) & www.lostcousins.com 
• Consider joining local Family History Societies or getting on mailing lists. 
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Margo McKinstry, AG – mckinstrymj@gmail.com  
Finding Irish Ancestors – 19th & 20th Centuries 

  
 
 

GETTING STARTED 
 
Start with what is already known; talk with family; check previous research and compiled records 
(www.familysearch.org); check other shared databases and published family histories. Search 
www.google.com or other search engines for: ancestor’s name, place of residence, and the word 
‘genealogy’. 
 
IMMIGRATION RECORDS - If the place in Ireland where the ancestor was born isn’t known, “country 
of arrival” sources will have to be searched first for clues. 
 
To find information about an Irish ancestor, do the following: 
• Create identity/footprint for ancestor – Name; Event date (birth, marriage, death); Event place (at 

least county); Names of family members - Parents, Siblings, Spouses; religion, occupation 
• Read article “Tracing Immigrant Origins” at www.familysearch.org > Search > Wiki 
• Find everything about ancestor’s life in country of arrival; even small events contain clues 
• Research forward: documents of children/grandchildren may reveal Irish origins 
• Find everything for all of ancestor’s Irish associates - may have had connection in Ireland 

 
Records to search 
• Search church as well as civil records in North America. 
• If applicable, use 1900-1930 U.S. censuses to see what year ancestor immigrated & if naturalized 
• Military records may give birth country –www.familysearch.org >Search>Wiki>U.S. Military Records 
• Search family records:  obituaries, cemetery/tombstone records, death certificates & funeral homes 
• Cemetery lookups - www.billiongraves.com; www.findagrave.com; http://raogk.wikia.com  

BACKGROUND SOURCES 
In order to find an ancestor in Ireland the name of the civil parish where they lived must be known. 
To understand how to find the civil parish, it is necessary to understand levels of jurisdiction in Ireland. 
 
Understanding Levels of Jurisdiction  
• Organized from smallest to largest:  townland &/or town > civil parish > barony > county > country 
• Large cities – may contain several parishes  
• Ireland was one country until 1922 – then divided into Republic of Ireland (southern) “.ie” & Northern 

Ireland (Ulster) “.gov.uk” - Antrim, Down, Armagh, Fermanagh, Tyrone, and Derry [Londonderry] 
 

Understanding Parishes  
There are two types of parishes in Ireland: civil & ecclesiastical 
• Civil parishes – typically share same names & boundaries as ecclesiastical parishes of Church of 

Ireland (Anglican Church) – had own diocese 
• Roman Catholic church parishes - only ecclesiastical; often have different names & boundaries than 

civil parishes in area – had separate diocese 
 

Tools for Finding Place Names: Maps & Gazetteers 
• Lewis’ Topographical Dictionary of Ireland – www.libraryireland.com/topog  
• Parliamentary Gazetteer of Ireland – online at Google Books – free download 
• New Genealogical Atlas of Ireland (2nd Edition): www.visionofbritain.org.uk – available as ebook 
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• General Alphabetical Index to the Townlands and Towns of Ireland -  www.thecore.com/seanruad/ 
• Maps and Gazetteers -- www.genuki.org.uk – check under both country & county level 
 
CIVIL REGISTRATION - Irish government registration of all births, marriages and deaths 

• April 1, 1845 -- Registration of non-Catholic marriages began  
• January 1, 1864 -- Civil Registration of all births & deaths and Catholic marriages began 
• Indexes to civil registration 

o www.familysearch.org > Search > Browse all public Collections > UK & Ireland > Ireland (both 
indexes & records – incomplete) 

o www.rootsireland.ie - transcriptions pre-1920 for most counties – ($) – good Help section 
• Registers (actual film images) available through Family History Library (FHL) 

o Births: 1864 to March 1881; 1900-1913. Republic: 1930-1955. No. Ireland 1922-1959 
o Pre-1871 marriage/death records; marriage/death for No. Ireland 1922-1959 

• All registers available in Ireland - Office of Registrar General for Republic - www.groireland.ie & 
General Register Office for Northern Ireland (Ulster) - https://www.gov.uk/browse/births-deaths-
marriages. 
 

Things to Remember 
• Never trust the birth date; 1/3 parents lied about child’s birth date (avoid paying late fee);  

NOTE:  Baptism dates may pre-date the birth date! 
• “Mc” and “O’” may be dropped off surname.  Search with/without & try interchanging them 
• Estimated that about 15% of events, particularly births, were not registered in early years.   
• Indexes at www.familysearch.org - 1845-1958; may be gaps; Northern Ireland after 1921 not 

included. Some indexes also extracted in other databases at this site. 
 

CHURCH RECORDS - “The mass of spidery, abbreviated Latin, complete with blots and alterations 
and crosshatched with the scratches of a well-warn microfilm, can strike terror into the heart of even the 
most seasoned researcher.” (John Grenham) 
 
Roman Catholic 
 

Roman Catholic records not lost in 1922 fire; more lost through careless record keepers; may be in Latin 
• Most parishes did not keep registers until 19th century with exceptions for urban areas 
• Check:  www.johngrenham/browse - specify a county & ‘Church records’ – gives breakdown of 

denominations and where records are deposited 
• National Library of Ireland (https://registers.nli.ie) - virtually all RC parish registers pre-1880 

digitized and online for free – search by parish or see map below parish search for more options 
• Indexes: www.familysearch.org; www.findmypast.com; www.ancestry.com; 

www.rootsireland.ie 
• www.findmypast.com – creating a Roman Catholic sacramental registers collection for Britain & 

Ireland  
• Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI) - www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni 
• Heritage Centers have indexed many RC records (see section below). 
• For local custodial information - Google parish name, county & Roman Catholic – Write a letter or 

telephone - be courteous & offer donation for time. 

Church of Ireland  
The established Church was the Anglican; less than half of records destroyed in 1922 fire. 
• These records were only ones legal in court of law until 1800’s – other religions may appear in these 

records. 
• www.familysearch.org > Catalog > Place search “Ireland” > ‘Church Records—Indexes’ - Indexes 

to Marriage License Bonds. (NOTE:  Only indexes survive, not the actual licenses.) 

http://www.rootsireland.ie/
http://www.findmypast.com/
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• www.ireland.anglican.org > About > Genealogy - Representative Church Body Library has 
originals. 

• www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni (PRONI) - holds many copies for Northern Ireland 
• Many have been indexed by Heritage Centers (see section below) 
• For local custodial information – same as above for Catholic records 

 
Presbyterian - records not destroyed in the 1922 fire 
• Most parishes did not keep registers until 19th century with exceptions for urban areas 
• Always check Church of Ireland records in area of non-conformist ancestors 
• www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni (PRONI)  
• www.rootsireland.ie - extensive collection  
• www.irishgenealogy.ie – limited collection 
• www.johngrenham/browse - specify a county & ‘Church records’ – gives breakdown of 

denominations & where records are held 
• Indexes:  www.ancestry.com; www.findmypast.com 
• www.familysearch.org – Search > Catalog > Keywords – “Presbyterian” or ‘baptisms’ or ‘name of 

congregation’ etc. (few copies & transcripts) 
• www.presbyterianhistoryireland.com – Presbyterian Historical Society of Ireland - ministers lists 
• www.igp-web.com - Ireland Genealogical Project (IGP) – online links to substantial data 
• www.emeraldancestors.com (Emerald Ancestors) - Ulster names 
• www.ancestryireland.com - Ulster Historical Foundation 
• Many have been indexed by Heritage Centers (see section below) 
• For local custodial information – same as above for Catholic records 
• Kirk Session Minutes – consider these for a congregation; May contain notices of intention to marry, 

some baptism/marriage entries, information about migration (Certificates of Transference) 
 
Methodists, Quakers etc. 
• FHL has almost all Quaker records but few for other denominations  
 
Heritage Centres -  will research on commission 
• Usually indexed at least Roman Catholic records for their area & many have indexed existing Church 

of Ireland & some Presbyterian records 
• Valuable resource if county is known and some dates & relationships but that’s all.  More valuable in 

counties where FHL has no Catholic records - see www.rootsireland.ie for complete listing.  Most 
centres have records online pay-per-view with free indexes. 

Online Sources 
• www.familysearch.org > Historical Record Collections > Ireland – 5 collections (no images) 
• www.rootsireland.ie & www.irishgenealogy.ie – web sites that are still growing 
• Check indexes to Marriage License Bonds, Church of Ireland – www.familysearch.org > 

Catalog > Place-names search “Ireland” > ‘Church Records—Indexes’ (Only indexes survive; no 
licenses.) 
 

CENSUS RECORDS – 1821 to 1911 but most pre-1901 have been destroyed. 

• One of best ways to locate ancestors at a given place & time 
• Only 1901 and 1911 survive in entirety; images at www.nationalarchives.ie – free. 
• Check www.familysearch.org > Catalog > parish/county/country > topics like Census, Land & 

Property, Tax. 
• www.familysearch.org > Search > Browse all public Collections > UK & Ireland > Ireland 
• www.ancestry.com; www.findmypast.com; www.myheritage.com; www.rootsireland.ie 
• Check www.johngrenham/browse > Records > Census – good information. 
• Check Google (or other search engine) - use key words “name of county/parish & census” 
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OTHER RECORDS – CENSUS SUBSTITUTES  
Use www.irish-genealogy-toolkit.com/ireland-census-substitutes.html (Irish Genealogy Toolkit) for a 
comprehensive study, naming the record, the year and where available records are held. 
 

Record Type Years Description Where to Find Them 

Tithe 
Applotment 

1823-1837 Tax record. Contains heads of households only - 
both those who leased land & those who owned 
land; few records for cities/large towns (contains 
only 40% of all heads of households) 

Northern Ireland (only those 6 
counties) on www.ancestry.com; 
originals: 
www.nationalarchives.ie  
 

Griffith’s 
Valuation 

1848-1864 Tax record - Heads of households only - who 
leased & who owned land; about 80-90% of all 
heads of households.  Valuation Lists- ‘Cancel 
Books’, ‘Revision Books’ – 1850’s to 20th century; 
lists of occupiers kept following Primary 
Valuation; able to trace a tenement held from 
generation to generation.  Earlier records - Field 
& Tenure Books, House & Quarto Books – FHL 

www.askaboutireland.ie  
www.findmypast.co.uk   
www.ancestry.com 
www.failteromhat.com 
www.familysearch.org > Catalog 
> County Name > Land & Property 

Census 1821, 31, 
41 & 1851 

Gov’t extracts for some parishes;  Familysearch; Findmypast 
www.rootsireland.ie 

Old Age 
Pension Claims 

1841 & 
1851 
Abstracts 

Based on searches made in 1841 & 1851 
censuses for No. Ireland & Co. Donegal (before 
destroyed)  

www.ireland-genealogy.com  
www.ancestry.com; 
familysearch & findmypast 

Dog Licenses 1866-1914 6 million+ registrations –owner’s name & address www.findmypast.co.uk 

School Records 1900’s Typically begin in the mid-to-late 19th century – 
may need to check at local level 

www.nationalarchives.ie/topics/
Nat_Schools/natschs.html  

Freeholders List 18th & 19th 
Centuries 

Lists of people entitled to vote or who voted at 
elections – 18th & 19th centuries 

www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni 

Elphin Diocesan 
Census 

1749 Census - parts of Roscommon, Sligo & Galway www.findmypast.co.uk  

Directories   ------- Lists names, occupations & addresses www.failteromhat.com 

Religious 
Censuses 

Taken 
1740 & 
1766 

Identified numbers of Catholics (“popish” = rebel) 
Many published; covers only parts of selected 
counties (mostly Ulster) 

www.newenglandancestors.org  
- Antrim, Derry, Donegal & Derry; 
www.ancestry.com  FHL has film 
on both 

Spinning Wheel 
Premium 

1796 A government program: 
• Anyone who planted at least one rood of flax 

(¼ acre) entitled to a spinning wheel 
• Entries for every county - best is Ulster (large 

industry of flax growing/linen making) 

Indexed - www.failteromhat.com 
www.irish-genealogy-
toolkit.com/spinning-wheel-
entitlement.html#Spinning 

Reproductive 
Loan Fund 

1822-1854 Most survived; loan ledgers, repayment books & 
defaulters’ books. Includes name & address, 
health, occupation, emigration etc. 

www.findmypast.co.uk  
– Series T/91 

Military   ------- Muster rolls (1630), Casualties, Pensions, Roll of 
Honour 

Ancestry, FindMyPast & FS 

Hearth Money 
Rolls 

1664-1666 Based on number of hearths in a home www.johngrenham.com/browse 
- for existing county records 

Other 
Substitutes 

  ------- Undertakers, Depositions, Dissenters’ petitions, 
Voters’ lists & Electoral Records 

www.familysearch.org > Catalog 
www.ancestry.com 
www.findmypast.co.uk 
www.myheritage.com 

http://www.ireland-genealogy.com/
http://www.ancestry.com/
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PROBATES 
 
Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI)  
• www.nidirect.gov.uk/services/search-will-calendars > Search Will Calendars – Will Calendars for 

district probate registries of Armagh, Belfast & Londonderry (1858-1965). Digital images available – 
see site for details.  For earlier will fragments, click on ‘About Wills and Will Calendars’ and down the 
page is the link ‘You can search indexes to pre-1858 wills on PRONI’s Name Search application.’ 

 
Things to Remember 
 

• Check spelling variations of surnames, use www.johngrenham/surnames    
• Search for record indexes online – point to original record – ALWAYS obtain a copy 
• Understand historical timelines 
• Keep a research log 
 

ONLINE RESOURCES 
 
✓ www.familysearch.org  

• Search > Browse all published collections > UK & Ireland > Ireland 
• Search > Catalog > Place name search or Keywords 
• Search > Wiki > ‘Family History Library Classes and Webinars’ > Europe 
• Search > Wiki > ‘Ireland’ 
• Search > Catalog > Title > ‘A rose by any other name: guide to Irish Christian names’ – digitized 

book by Judith Wight  
• Get Help > Learning Center > Free online courses 

✓ www.johngrenham.com (Irish Ancestors) – Surnames, Place names, Browse, Ancestors, Blog, 
Wizard (includes Maps) 

✓ https://archive.org/details/op1248631-1001 - Book “General Alphabetical Index to Townlands & 
Towns of Ireland” online 

✓ Search Engines 
 

Latin – many Catholic records are in Latin; may need to consult an online Latin dictionary 
 

• Some key terms to better understand the registers: 
o filia: daughter of  
o filius: son of  
o et: and  
o de: of  
o coram: in the presence of (witnesses)  
o patrini, Sp. or Ss.:  sponsors (godparents)  
o conj./conjunxti: joined together in marriage  
o consanguinati en tertio grado: second cousins  
o affinus: related thru previous marriage of two families  
o sepultus: buried  

• Some given names in Latin are different enough from their English counterparts to be confusing, e.g.  
o Jacobus = James  
o Guillielmus = William.  
o Often a name ending in ‘-am’ indicates a female & a name ending in ‘-um’ or ‘-em’ is male. 

http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/services/search-will-calendars
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Margo McKinstry, AG - mckinstrymj@gmail.com  
England - Records of the Church & Their Poor Pre-1837  

 
CHURCH RECORDS 
 
• Valuable tool for finding English ancestors prior to July 1837 
• Church of England was governing body – managed all the affairs of parishioners 
• Understand the ecclesiastical divisions of Church of England 

o Province (Archbishop); Diocese (Bishop); Archdeaconry (Archdeacon); Parish (Vicar); Chapelry 
• Consider that the family might have been Non-conformists 
• For more information on finding & using church records, go to www.familysearch.org > Search > Wiki > 

“England Church Records” and ‘Help’ > ‘Learning Center’ for free online classes including ‘Handwriting’.   
 
DIFFERENT TYPES OF CHURCH RECORDS 
 
Parish Registers 
 
• Contain the original records for that jurisdictional unit 
• Best source for finding family information for the time period 
• Availability & condition of records vary from parish to parish 
• Events include: christenings/baptisms, marriages & banns, burials – sometimes births & deaths 
 
Christenings/Baptisms: 
 

• Children usually christened within a few weeks of birth, though some recorded later. 
• Gives at least infant's name and christening date. 
• Additional information - father's name & occupation, the mother's first name, child's birth date and 

legitimacy, and the family's place of residence. 
• Christening records never recorded stillbirths. 

 

Marriages: 
 

• Performed by banns or license. Licensed marriages could have bonds & allegations records too. 
• Often recorded only marriage date and names of bride and groom. 
• May also include marital status and parish of residence of both parties; groom's occupation, signatures of 

witnesses, and minister's name especially after 1754. 
 

Burials: 
 

• Usually took place in deceased's parish a few days after the death. 
• Burial records list deceased's name, burial date and sometimes age, place of residence, cause of death & 

occupation of deceased. 
• Husband's name is sometimes given on wife's burial entry; Father's name may be on record for a 

deceased child. 
• Some registers may mention infant children who were not christened including stillbirths. 
 
Bishops’ Transcripts 
 
• As ordered by law – copies of parish registers sent to diocese bishop 
• Began in 1598 
• May have more or less information 
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Archdeacons’ Transcripts - Another copy of the parish registers sent to the archdeacon 
Parish Chest Records 
 
• Part of secular records of the parish – business records 
• Care of poor, taxation, military, etc. 
• Officers appointed:  churchwardens, overseers, constable 
• Kept in the parish chest; don’t always exist but very valuable 
• Types of records include: 

- Minutes and accounts of Overseers 
- Receipts and disbursements of funds 
- Settlement and bastardy examinations 
- Settlement certificates & removal orders 
- Registers of apprentices & indentures 
- Workhouse admissions & discharges 
- Emigration lists 

Quarter Session Records 
 
• When matters could not be handled by the parishes, they were referred to the county court known as 

Quarter Sessions – held quarterly and handled by travelling judge. Some records have been transcribed, 
published, and/or indexed. 

• Includes:   
- Runaway fathers or apprentices 
- Applications for a child’s maintenance 
- Disputes over legal settlement 
- Convict transportation orders 
- Accounts of charities and lunatics 
- Insolvent debtors 

 
NON-CONFORMIST RECORDS 
 
• A church other than the Church of England was considered non-conformist.  
• Records for these churches exist and can be very useful.  
• Can be found on microfilm, in books as transcriptions & online at www.bmdregisters.co.uk & 

www.thegenealogist.co.uk ($) 
• Most of the online records are pre-1837.   
• Later records may be deposited at County Record Offices, local libraries, or still with the local church.   
• Some Family History Societies have transcribed these into booklets. 
 
Online:  
• Locate County Record Offices: www.genuki.org.uk  
• Availability: www.familysearch.org > Search > Catalog > Place Name > ‘Church Records’ (indexes too) 
• www.familysearch.org > Search > Browse all Published Collections > UK & Ireland > ‘Non-conformist’. 
• www.findmypast.com – creating a Roman Catholic collection for U.S., Britain & Ireland 
• www.ancestry.com – various counties especially in London 
• www.thegenealogist – will publish TNA’s non-conformist records including Dr. William’s London Library 
 
LOCATING PARISH REGISTERS ONLINE 
 
• www.freereg.org.uk - free Internet searches of baptism, marriage & burial records transcribed from parish 

& non-conformist registers of the U.K. – not complete 
• www.dustydocs.com – links to free genealogical web sites containing parish records 
• www.forebears.co.uk – links to various counties & available parish registers & transcriptions 
• www.deceasedonline.com – central database for UK burials & cremations 

http://www.findmypast.com/
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.thegenealogist/
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• www.ukga.org – UK Genealogy Archives – county parish registers project etc. 
• www.cwgc.org – Commonwealth War Graves Commission – graves & cemeteries for 2 World Wars 
• www.freeukgenealogy.org.uk – parish register transcriptions 
• www.domesdaybook.co.uk – Domesday Book online 
• discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk – English & Welsh Manorial Records (‘Manorial Documents Register’) 
• www.myheritage.com – large UK collection – both transcriptions & images 
• www.ancestry.com – numerous parish registers, especially in London area: Search All Records > Explore 

by Location > UK & Ireland > England 
• www.findmypast.com – many parish records, including the National Burial Index: Select ‘Search records’ 

> “A to Z of record sets” 
• www.sog.org.uk – Society of Genealogists, London – records/transcriptions of 11,000 of 12,800 

England’s parishes + exclusive collections through an SOG membership 
• Look up Exchange: www.google.co.uk – Enter county/parish name & “Look up Exchange” 
• www.genuki.org.uk – links to County Record Offices that have parish records 
• www.rootschat.com - free family history forum site - ask questions & get answers 
• Use www.familysearch.org: 

o Search > general person search on this page 
o HELP:  Search > Research Wiki  or  Help > Learning Center (Take a Course) 
o If county not listed in ‘Browse all published collections’ on ‘Search’ page, enter county or parish 

name in Catalog for other digitized records 
o MORE HELP:  Search>Research Wiki >‘Family History Library Classes and Webinars>British 

Isles or Europe 
• Use http://maps.familysearch.org: 

o Parish information 
o Jurisdictions & radius searches on contiguous and other close parishes 

• Probate records:  
o Most counties have county-wide indexes online. Google under county name, using search terms 

“index” & “probate” (or “will”) or use www.wiki.familysearch.org and enter “England / [name of] 
County / Probate”; follow steps in results 

o www.familysearch.org – England & Wales, Nat’l Index of Wills & Administrations, 1858-1957 
o www.ancestry.com – Nat’l Probate Calendar – Index of Wills & Admins, 1858-1966 & 1973-1995 

www.google.co.uk: 
o 1) [name of] county & 2) “Indexes” & 3) i.e. “Baptisms” 
o Use keywords such as parish/county name + “church records” to find web sites transcribing 

records. 
o Enter ‘online parish clerks’ – County-wide transcriptions for numerous parishes 

 
STRATEGIES FOR FINDING YOUR ENGLISH ANCESTORS 

 
• Search for one generation at a time; search for the entire family; search a broad time period 
• Consider ancestor’s whole life; search each source thoroughly; watch for spelling variations 
• Take time to assess research that has been done to keep up to date. 
• Keep a research log to track what you’ve done & where you’ve been, even if nothing is found 
• When records are found, cite the source including repository name, title, author & page no. 
• Evaluate findings 

- Did the person that provided the information witness the event? 
- Was the information recorded at or near the time of the event? 
- Is the information consistent and logical? 
- Does it suggest a place to go next? It’s a good idea to make notes at the end of each research session 

- what research has been done and what still needs to be done. 
• REMEMBER:  Indexes point to original records – ALWAYS obtain copy of original.   
• Keep current on new websites that are indexing or transcribing records for counties 
• Sign-up for free e-newsletters: http://blog.eogn.com & Lost Cousins 
• Consider joining local Family History Societies or getting on mailing lists 
  

http://www.sog.org.uk/
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://maps.familysearch.org/
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.ancestry.com/
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WEB SITE RESEARCH FOR BIRTHS/CHRISTENINGS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS/BURIALS: 
(August 6, 2019) 

 
KEY: 
 
PR’s/Registers: Original Parish Records BT’s: Bishops’ Transcripts MI’s: Monumental Inscriptions  
CMB’s – Christenings, Marriages, Burials  Records/Transcripts: Parish Copies & Transcriptions 
  
AC - www.ancestry.com  BMI - Boyd’s Marriage Index at FindMyPast 
FHS - County Family History Societies (Google) FMP - www.findmypast.co.uk 

FS – www.familysearch.org FreeReg – www.freereg.org.uk 
JMI – www.joinermarriageindex.org.uk ($)  MYH – www.myheritage.com 

OPC – Several counties - Google “Online Parish Clerk” SLFHL – Salt Lake Family History Library 
SOG – www.sog.org.uk - Society of Genealogists ($) TheGen - www.thegenealogist.co.uk ($) 

 TNA – www.thenationalarchives.gov.uk 
 
COUNTIES IN ENGLAND: 
 
Bedfordshire: FS–90%; MYH–Evidences of Landed Gentry; FHS-CD’s of CMB’s to 1812 
Berkshire: FS–70%; FMP–1.4m; AC–Electoral Registers; FHS-CD’s Marriage/Burials 
Buckinghamshire: FS–50%; FMP Regs & Indexes (2.1m); AC–Records; County Archive-marr licenses online  
Cambridgeshire: FS-76%; FMP–Registers; AC–Records/Transcripts; FHS–CD’S to 1900 (& SLFHL);  
FreeReg-46%; BMI-85% 
Cheshire: FS–9m; FMP–Regs & Non-conformists-6.5m; AC–Regs, Records/Transcripts-5m; Cheshire Parish 
Register Project (Google)- CMB’s – 31 parishes 
Cornwall: FS–3.1m; FMP-Transcripts & MI’s, 85% marrs-2.1m; AC–Registers & Records; OPC–2.0m; BMI–80%; 
FreeReg–85% (mostly marriages) 
Cumberland: FS–80%; FMP–Registers & Records; AC-Bootle Parish Registers; www.archive.org-Marriages  
Derbyshire: FS–5.0m; FMP–85%; AC-7.5m; MYH-Registers 
Devon: FS–50%; FMP-7.5m; AC–Records; MYH-Wills; SLFHL–most transcripts; FHS-most transcripts; OPC 
Dorset: FS–3.3m; FMP–4.6m; AC-7.7m; MYH-Registers; TheGen-1.5m; OPC 
Durham: FS–80%; FMP-3.6m; FreeReg–25%; TheGen-1.8m; www.durhamrecordsonline.com; BMI-75% 
Essex: FS-3.4m; FMP–5.2m; AC-13.2m; MYH-Registers; TheGen-2.5m; http://seax.essexcc.gov.uk/ (SEAX) - 
Essex Record Office - online parish register images 
Gloucestershire: FS–4.3m; FMP-Records, Wills, MI’s; AC-10.5m; TheGen-1.56m (mostly post-1812); Avon FHS – 
CD’s; BMI-50%; ww3.gloucestershire.gov.uk/genealogy/search.aspx - Gloucestershire Archives  
Hampshire: FS-6.1m; FMP-3.1m; AC-Registers & Records; FreeReg–30%; TheGen–3.2m; OPC; Hampshire 
Record Office Marriage Index (mostly complete); www.parishregisters.co.uk; www.calm.hants.gov.uk  
Herefordshire: FS–80% to 1880; FMP-Records & Wills; FHS–Marriages 1538-1957 & Burials 1813-1839; SLFHL - 
Bertram Merrell Marriage Index (microfiche); www.herefordshirehistory.org.uk – Cemetery records 
Hertfordshire: FS –90% to 1875; FMP–2.1m; AC-Records 
Huntingdonshire: FS–1.4m; FMP-Marriages & Burials; AC-Records  
Kent:  FS-9.8m; FMP–7.4m; AC-2m; OPC-25%; FHS-East Kent & West Kent – CD’s 
Lancashire: FS-21m (incl. Manchester); FMP-5.8m (2.6m for Manchester); AC-16.7m; FreeReg–30%; OPC–9.6m; 
Leicestershire: FS–70%; FMP–3.5m; AC-Records; MYH-Records; FHS–CD’s (70%)  
Lincolnshire: FS–85%; FMP–5.4m; AC-Records & Transcripts; MYH-Pedigrees; FreeReg-82%; 
London [City of]: FS-90%; FMP-Registers, Records, City Cemeteries, Apprentices & Guilds; AC–Registers & 
Records; MYH-Transcripts; BMI-85% 
Middlesex: FS–5m + Westminster(1.8m); FMP-5.4m, Westminster; AC-80% (Westminster mostly excluded) + 
Pallots Marr Index (1780-1837 70%) + Docklands Ancestors (Gr. London’s East-End); MYH-Registers; BMI-80% 

http://www.thenationalarchives.gov.uk/
http://www.durhamrecordsonline.com/
http://www.herefordshirehistory.org.uk/
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Monmouthshire:  FS–5.1m; FMP–Registers & Workhouses; AC-Registers 
Norfolk: FS–5.1m; FMP–6.2m; AC-17.8m; MYH-Registers, Transcripts & Military; FreeReg–75%; TheGen – 3.6m; 
www.genealogy.doun.org-300k PR/BTs; http://tinstaafl.co.uk/nbp/index.htm 
Northamptonshire: SLFHL-CD’s; FMP-Records, MI’s & Military; AC-7.6m; FreeReg–71%; Record Office-
Marriage Index; FHS–CMB Indexes on CD (www.familyhistorynorthants.co.uk)  
Northumberland: FS-85%; FMP-2.3m; AC-Marriages; JMI; FreeReg–80%;TheGen – 2m; BMI-80% 
Nottinghamshire: FS–1.8m; FMP–2.2m; AC-4.3m; MYH-Marr. Licenses; FreeReg–90%; TheGen–1m; BMI-76% 
Oxfordshire: FS–366k; FMP-Marriages & Wills; AC–4.3m; FHS-CDs - parish transcriptions ($) 
Rutland: FS-80%; FMP-361k; AC-Registers; BMI-50%; http://lrfhs.org.uk-numerous CD’s 
Shropshire: FS–70%; FMP–2.7m (has most burials); AC-1.3m; MYH-Registers & Records; BMI-54% 
Somerset: FS–30%; FMP–5m; AC-9.6m; FreeReg–85%; TheGen-1m; OPC  
Staffordshire: FS–85%; FMP–4.6m; AC-Records; MYH-Registers & Pedigrees; FreeReg – 3.2m 
Suffolk: FS–50%; FMP–1m; AC-Records; BMI-33%; FHS–60% (CD’s by deanery name, burials complete)   
Surrey: FS–80%; FMP-1.1m; AC-6.5m; MYH-Registers; BMI-56% 
Sussex: FS–5.8m; FMP–1.2m; AC-Cemetery Registers; TheGen-4m; OPC; http://www.sfhg.org.uk - Sussex 
Family History Group - Michael Burchall Index (East Sussex) & Leeson Marriage Index on CD 
Warwickshire: FS–6.3m; FMP–4.9m; AC–5.6m; MYH-Registers; TheGen-4.7m; OPC; FreeReg–56%  
Westmorland: FS–70%;TheGen  
Wiltshire: FS–50%; FMP–6.3m; AC-7.4m; FreeReg–80% (mostly marriages); OPC; www.nimrodresearch.co.uk 
(complete Nimrod Marriage Index)   
Worcestershire: FS–75%; FMP-Records, MI’s & Probates; AC-Registers & Records; MYH-Records; TheGen-2m; 
SLFHL–Birmingham & Midland Society publications - hard copy & digitized (accessible through affiliated libraries)  
Yorkshire: FS–12.1m; FMP–24m, 13.8m East Riding; AC–13m PRs, 5.8m BTs; MYH-Registers & Transcripts; 
BMI-60%; JMI–2m; www.sheffieldindexers.com–partial data, no post-1754 entries for S. Cathed;  
 
 
OTHER COLLECTIONS: 
 
Wales CMB’s:  FS –9m; FMP-65% (under name of county) 
Wiki.familysearch.org: Search under parish name or County page (List of Parishes) - scroll to “Church 
Records”; click links to parish records online 
British Navy/Royal Marines: FMP-1m; TNA 
British Army & Nationals’ BMD’s abroad 1730-1969: AC–437,000; TNA 
British Consulate BMB’s 1810-1968: AC–21,000; TNA 
British Army Pensions: FMP (W.O. Indexes only); TNA 
British BMD’s at Sea 1844-1890: AC-437,000; TNA 
British India BMD’s 1647-1948: FMP– 2.5m; TheGen; www.fibis.org–Families in British India Society 
British Merchant Seamen 1835-1857: FMP–1.9m; TNA 
National Armed Forces Marriages 1796-2005: FMP–242,000 
Non-conformist & Non-parochial Registers:  FS–5m; FMP; TheGen; www.bmdregisters.co.uk 
Old Bailey Quarter Sessions (Greater London & South England) & Accounts 1674-1913: FMP-1.2m 
(transcripts); www.oldbaileyonline.org (images) 
Quakers:  FS–most of large Quaker registers collection indexed; FMP-1.3m  

http://www.familyhistorynorthants.co.uk/


1 
 

Margo McKinstry, AG - mckinstrymj@gmail.com  
Scotland’s People – The Ultimate Research Web Site - www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk 

  
The web site Scotlandspeople holds the largest online source of original genealogical information for Scotland.  
With 80+ million records accessible, this site is invaluable and affordable to anyone doing family history 
research in Scotland.  A free surname search is available on the Home Page. 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Registering at the site 
 

• No charge to register 
• Create a Username & Password when registering 
• Need to have an e-mail address 
• Email will be received immediately to confirm registration; click on link in email to confirm registration 
 

Buying Credits 
 

• Cost:  30 credits = £7.50; 40 credits = £10.00; 80 credits = £20.00; 160 credits = £40.00   
• Not cheaper to purchase larger increments of credits 
• Easily and safely purchased by credit card online 
• Credits valid for 2 years; expire at end of 2 years unless further credits are purchased in time 
• Using site at home is no different than using at any other Family History Center 
 

Cost of Various Available Records 
 

• Statutory registers (births 100+ years), marriages (75+ years) & deaths (50+ years) cost 6 credits = £1.50 
• Census returns, Church registers cost 6 credits = £1.50 
• Valuation rolls cost 2 credits = £0.50 
• Wills & testaments (including soldiers' & airmen's wills) cost 10 credits = £2.50 for entire document 
• Coats of Arms (entries from Public Register of All Arms & Bearings in Scotland) costs 40 credits = £10.00 
• Military Service Appeals Tribunal records cost 20 credits = £5.00 for entire document  
• Poor Relief & Migrations Records = FREE!! 
 

Saved Searches & Images 
 

• All paid Searches & Images are stored at this site for easy access; personalized descriptions can be added 
• Always accessible when logged in - saved indefinitely 
• Lists are archived by date but can be filtered by surname, record type, etc. 
 

HOME PAGE REVIEW - Tabs on toolbar: 
 

• Search our records – for People, Places or Image Library plus ‘Other Ways to Search’. 
• Help & guidance – about records & research; tech issues; FAQs; explore the new site; records on site 
• Certificates and copies – extracts; ordering online; copies  
• Our charges – pay-per-view; buying credits; certificates; redeeming vouchers 
• News & features – regularly published articles of interest 
 

AVAILABLE DATABASES 
 

Statutory Registers:  (Civil Registration 1855 to present) – Key Contents 
 

• Government recording of births, marriages and deaths in Scotland from 1 January 1855 
• Replaced system of parish registration by Church of Scotland. 
 

Births: 
• Name & sex of child; Date & place of birth 
• Name of father & occupation; name & maiden name of mother 
• Parents’ date & place of marriage given in 1855 & from 1860 onwards 
• Name & residence of informant 

http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
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Marriages: 
• Names, ages, marital condition, occupations & residences 
• Date, place & form of marriage 
• Names & occupations of their fathers; whether deceased 
• Names of their mothers, including maiden names; whether deceased 
• Names of witnesses  
 

Deaths: 
• Name, sex, age & occupation  
• Marital status & spouse’s name 
• Date, place, & cause of death 
• Parents’ names including mother’s maiden name; usually noted if deceased 
• Name, description & residence of the informant  

 
Tips for using Statutory Registers 
 

• Watch for spelling variations – “Mac” or “Mc” can be dropped or added 
• Widen years that are searched for a record 
• For Transcriptions:  Check www.familysearch.org > Search > Records > Browse All Published 

Collections > UK & Ireland > Scotland – All Births, Baptisms, Marriages, Deaths & Burials databases 
• ALWAYS obtain copy of actual record 
 
• Church Registers: (From 1553 to present) 
 

• Includes:  Church of Scotland (OPR’s), Catholic Church, other Churches 
• Contain entries for births & baptisms, banns & marriages, deaths & burials and other events. 
• Amount of information recorded can be varied and many entries contain few details.  
• Registers are a valuable tool for finding information about ancestors prior to 1855 (pre-civil registration). 

 
Tips for using Church Registers 
 

• Your ancestor may have been member of Established Church (Church of Scotland) but didn’t register 
event, records lost or registered later. 

• Non-conformists registers: Secessionists & Dissenters - records not indexed; use www.findmypast.com & 
Scottish Record Office 

• Kirk Session Records: church business – valuable but not indexed and most are in Scotland 
• Poor Law Records: few available at www.familysearch.org > Catalog > Place-names Search > 

Scotland > County or Parish Name > “Poorhouses, Poor Law” etc.  
• Includes records of the main Catholic cemeteries in Edinburgh & Glasgow.  
• Also records of the RC Bishopric of the British Forces - all sacramental events for British service men & 

women serving in the armed forces worldwide.  
 

Census Returns:  1841-1911 – Transcriptions available: www.familysearch.org, www.findmypast.com &  
               www.ancestry.com 
• Using census records is one of the best ways to locate ancestors at a given place & time.  
• A statistical count of the population of the country; a snapshot of a community. 
• Supposed to enter names of whoever stayed in the home on night of the census. 
• No children listed who were born and died between censuses. 
• Widows/married women may use maiden name. 
• Records released 100 years after census taken. 
• 1841 – Names given but no relationships; ages rounded down to nearest ‘5’ from age 15 & up; occupations 

given; asked ‘Y’ or ‘N’ if born in county of residence. 
• 1851 to 1901 – Includes relationships to Head of Household, marital status & names parish & birth county 
• 1911 – Asks for number of years married & how many children born to wife, listing number of deceased & 

living children 
 

http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.findmypast.com/
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Tips for Using Census Records 
 

• Build families noting ages & places. Females may be listed under maiden name if widowed. 
• Search all census years for family; married members in later censuses.  
• Note if there are gaps in children’s ages – are children missing or living away from home? 
• Review neighbors for possible family connections.  
• People may not have known their exact age or birth date. 
 
Valuation Rolls: 1855, 1865, 1875, 1885, 1895, 1905, 1915, 1920, 1925, 1930, 1935, 1940 
 

• Lands Valuation Act, 1854 – established a uniform valuation of landed property throughout Scotland. 
• Valuation rolls compiled annual listings of every house or piece of ground, along with names & 

designations of proprietor, tenant and occupier plus annual rateable value. 
• Occupations of occupiers are frequently but not always included. 
• Used to levy local rates for poor, education & health care. 
 
Legal Records: 
 

Wills & Testaments - 1513 to 1925 
 

• Will: A person wishing to settle his/her affairs before death drew up a will to settle their affairs; set out 
instructions for the disposal of possessions & named an executor to administer the estate.  

• Testament: (Administration – “Admon”) Document created when person died without will; enabled court to 
appoint administrator responsible for handling deceased’s affairs. Includes inventory & value of property 
 

Coats of Arms 
 

• The Public Register of All Arms and Bearings in Scotland contains all recordings of Coats of Arms in 
Scotland from 1672 to present day. 

• Register is maintained by the Court of the Lord Lyon, the office responsible for heraldic matters in 
Scotland.  

• The website provides access to digital images from 1672 until 1917.  
• The entries from 1672-1804 are very brief; later entries contain more genealogical information.  
 
Soldiers & Airmen’s Wills – 1857 to 1965 
 

• Record last wishes of 26,000 ordinary Scottish soldiers; earlier wills have less information. 
• Most were killed in action, died of wounds or went missing. 
• Included are a few men who joined the Royal Flying Corps & the Royal Air Force 
• Wills are from WWI, WWII, South African War, Korean War and other conflicts 
• Usually found in pay books retrieved from the battlefield; written in soldier’s handwriting. 
• Most of the wills are for rank & file soldiers, although some promoted from the ranks are included. 
• Information given:  Name of battalion, regiment, rank & service number; beneficiary of will, date will was 

written; death date of soldier.  
 
Military Service Appeals Tribunal (SAT) – 1916-1918 
 

• Contain thousands of cases of men who appealed against their compulsory call-up for military service 
following the introduction of conscription in 1916.  

• Men/employers could claim exemption on grounds that it was in national interest to continue current work.  
• Exemptions considered on personal grounds - hardship, ill-health or conscientious objection. 
• Not all applications submitted from men unwilling to fight, as many applicants previously volunteers. 
• Exemptions granted by tribunals could be permanent, conditional or temporary, and all would be revoked. 
• Many of these records were destroyed but some exist.  
 
Poor Relief & Migration Records  - 1852-1857 
• Emigration Society organized to relieve Highland destitution; assisted passage to Australia for 5,000 
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MANAGING THE IMAGES 
 

SAVE - to computer hard drive or USB Key PRINT - records to paper 
ZOOM IN – enlarge image to greater detail ZOOM OUT – decrease magnification 
FIT HEIGHT – view entire image top-to-bottom FIT WIDTH –  view entire image side-to-side 
ROTATE (RIGHT) – turn 90 degrees to the right ROTATE (LEFT) – turn 90 degrees to the left 
CROP – trim the image INVERT – reverse image to negative view 
CONTRAST – adjust light & darkness of image  BRIGHTNESS – adjust brightness on a sliding scale 
FULL SCREEN – complete image on screen  

 
 

** REMEMBER – Can also archive all previously paid searches & images on the web site. 
 
TIPS FOR FINDING SCOTTISH ANCESTORS 
 

• Understand where family lived – Maps & Gazetteers (populace & topography) 
• www.visionofbritain.org; www.familysearch.org > Search > Wiki “Scotland”  

• Use a glossary to interpret Scottish words: QROF=whereof; QUHAR=where; QUHOU=how 
• Understand historical timelines  
• Research all family members to help make discoveries 
• Understand traditional naming patterns 

• Sons:  1st - paternal grandfather; 2nd - maternal grandfather; 3rd – father 
• Daughters: 1st - maternal grandmother; 2nd - paternal grandmother; 3rd – mother 

• Try different spelling variations for names. 
• Some interchangeable given names in Scotland: 
 

Alexander: Alistair or Alisdair Janet: Jennet 
Catherine: Kate John: Ian 
Christine: Christian Margaret: Margery or Maisie 
Daniel: Donald Nancy: Ann 
Elaine: Helen or Ellen Patrick: Peter 
Elizabeth: Elsbeth or Elsbit Robert: Robin 
Jane: Jean, Jessie, Jean, Janet  

 

 
STRATEGIES FOR FINDING YOUR SCOTTISH ANCESTORS 
• http://archive.scotsman.com – Newspaper digital archive 1817-1950 
• www.nls.uk – National Library of Scotland – maps & how-to resources 
• www.nas.gov.uk – National Archives of Scotland; www.scan.org.uk – Scottish Archive Network 
• Search for one generation at a time; search for the entire family; search a broad time period 
• Consider ancestor’s whole life; search each source thoroughly; watch for spelling variations 
• Take time to assess others research that has been done to keep up to date. 
• Keep a research log to track what you’ve done & where you’ve been, even if nothing is found 
• When records are found, cite the source including repository name, title, author & page no. 
• Evaluate findings: Did the person that provided the information witness the event? 

Was the information recorded at or near the time of the event? 
Is the information consistent and logical? 
Does it suggest a place to go next? It’s a good idea to make notes at the end of each 
research session - what research has been done and what still needs to be done. 

• REMEMBER:  Indexes point to original records – ALWAYS obtain copy of original.   
• Keep current on new websites that are indexing or transcribing records for counties 
• Sign-up for free e-newsletters: http://blog.eogn.com (Dick Eastman) 
• Consider joining local Family History Societies or getting on mailing lists 
• MORE HELP:  www.familysearch.org > Search > Wiki > ‘Family History Library Classes and Webinars’ > 

Europe 

http://www.visionofbritain.org/
http://www.nls.uk/
http://www.nas.gov.uk/
http://www.scan.org.uk/


  

Merrell-Family History Games and Activities 
Who says family has to be boring? Learn where to find family history games on your phone, your ipad, your laptop 
and your home computer. And for those no devices days, learn a fun no-tech game! 
 
Introduction -Most of these games will require  that you have a personal family tree with at least 
30 names in it.  FamilySearch is a great place to create your tree, and it’s free.  Here’s a link to 
create your free account: https://www.familysearch.org/register/custom/1 
 
BYU Technology Lab https://fhtl.byu.edu/ 

● Geneopardy https://geneopardy.fhtl.byu.edu/ 
● Wheel of Family Fortune  https://fhtl.byu.edu/apps/wheel-of-family-fortune.html 
● Matching game https://ancestorgames.fhtl.byu.edu/#!/matching 
● Ancestor coloring https://ancestorgames.fhtl.byu.edu/#!/ancestorcoloring 
● Crossword https://ancestorgames.fhtl.byu.edu/#!/crossword#top 
● Word Search https://ancestorgames.fhtl.byu.edu/#!/wordsearch#top 
● Word Scramble https://ancestorgames.fhtl.byu.edu/#!/wordscramble#top  
● Ancestor Games  https://fhtl.byu.edu/apps/ancestor-games.html 
● Tree Sweeper  https://fhtl.byu.edu/apps/tree-sweeper.html 
● Record Quest  https://fhtl.byu.edu/apps/record-quest.html 
● Relative Finder https://www.relativefinder.org/#/main 

 
The Family History Guide  https://thefhguide.com/act-family.html 

● Kids’ Corner https://thefhguide.com/act-children.html 
● Youth Activities https://thefhguide.com/act-youth.html 
●  

  
FamilySearch  https://www.familysearch.org/discovery/ 

● Compare-a-Face https://www.familysearch.org/discovery/compare 
● All About Me https://www.familysearch.org/discovery/about 
● Picture my Heritage https://www.familysearch.org/discovery/picture/select 
● Record My Story https://www.familysearch.org/discovery/record/categories 
● Relatives around me https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/relatives/ 
● Ancestor Identification Challenge https://www.familysearch.org/campaign/learn1 

 
No-tech Games 

● Don’t eat Gramps! 
 
 
 
 

Linda Merrell 
Email: lindalpm1978@yahoo.com 
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Merrell-One Priceless Picture 
 “Nellie’s Story” 

OBJECTIVE 
To share research strategies as we explore the story behind a single picture 
 
Introduction -Basic research strategies 

● Begin with what you know 
Photo Inscription 
Personal knowledge 

● Set a Research Goal 
Who she knew during her lifetime-this becomes her story! 
Parents, grandparents, siblings, spouse, children, grandchildren 
Names, dates, places 

● Document as you go -leave things better than you found them! 
● Go back to what you know-Is there more? (there’s always more!) 
● Stay focused on your goal-know when to be done! 

 
Records Search-Exhaust the Indexed records 

● FamilySearch https://www.familysearch.org/  
● Ancestry https://www.ancestry.com/   
● Find-a-Grave  https://www.findagrave.com/  
● Find my Past https://www.findmypast.com/  
● My Heritage  https://myheritage.com  

 
Unidexed Record Searches 

● Google it!  https://www.google.com/  
● Browse Only Records in FamilySearch  (here’s the link to a great lesson on this topic:) 

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/finding-elusive-records/  
● Probate records search  https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_Probate_Records 

Always look for an index! 
Surname is alphabetical by first letter and first vowel 
Given name is grouped according to first letter 
Case number is VERY IMPORTANT! 
A search log is essential! 

 
● Land Records search 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Beginning_Research_in_United_States_Land_Records 
There will be multiple indexes! 
Check both grantee and grantor indexes 
Surname is alphabetical by first letter and first vowel 
Given name is grouped according to first letter 
Dates can be deceiving 
 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/
https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.findagrave.com/
https://www.findmypast.com/
https://myheritage.com/
https://www.google.com/
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/finding-elusive-records/
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_Probate_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Beginning_Research_in_United_States_Land_Records


 
Sample Probate Record Search Log 

 

Surname  Given 
name 

Case 
Number 

Date  Letters of 
Testamentary 
libre     page 

Orders and 
Decrees 

libre   page 

Will 
 

libre  page 

Results 

               

               

               

               

               
 
 

Sample Land Records Search Grantee* Log 
 

Surname  Given 
name 

Grantor  Libre 
(vol) 

Page  Date-first  Date-second  Results 

        

        

        

        

        

 
*for Grantor record search, change third column to read grantee 

 
 

  Linda Merrell 
Email:  lindalpm1978@yahoo.com 
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 But it Ain’t Really the ORIGINAL Record! 
 Kory L. Meyerink, AG, FUGA 
 Korym@comcast.net 
 
We often think that the microfilm copies of records, or the published transcripts, are the same as, 
or as good as the actual documents themselves, but it just isn’t so! Even microfilms are often 
made from copies of the originals. However, there is hope, as this class discusses the differences 
between copies and the actual document, as well as what to do to make sure you are using the 
best possible records for your research. 
 
 DISCUSSION OUTLINE 
 
Nature of Records 

Four categories: Original, Compiled, Background, Finding Aids 
Records versus Information 
What are “Copied Originals?” 

Copy = Image copy vs. Re-written copy  
Full = Images (photographs, microfilm) vs. Transcripts 
Partial = Abstracts vs. Extracts 

 
Nature of Record-Keeping 

Clerks, Conditions, Copies, and Confusion 
 
Accessing “Original Records” 

Actual documents 
Microfilm 
Published Copies 

 
Kinds of Changes in Re-written Copies 

Misreading 
“Corrected” Information 
Changed Facts 
Modified Layout 

 
Typical Re-written (Copied) Original Records 

Census 
County Clerk Records: Probate and Land 
Passenger Lists 
Vital Records 
Church Registers 
Bible Records 
Cemetery Inscriptions 



 How to Spot Re-written Originals 
 
 
Clue: If it is ... 

 
What to Watch For: (Clues that it is a re-written record) 

 
Printed form 

 
Document date much later than event date.  Attestation. 

 
Typewritten 

 
Typos, abbreviations, preface, pre-1874 dates (no typewriter) 

 
Even, smooth, handwriting 

 
Is it bound in a book (wills, deeds)?  Attestation (clerk, etc.) 

 
Too neat, nicely arranged 

 
Compiler’s name, recent date (see title page), consistent spelling 

 
Internally inconsistent 

 
Date of document, preface, compiler’s name 

 
Typeset 

 
Typos, ellipses (. . .), consistent spelling 

 
Database 

 
Date of the data (computer databases rare before 1960) 

 
Signed Certificate 

 
Typed “signature” or unsigned signature block 

 
Remember, the above clues do not mean it is a re-written original, rather they should alert you to 
watch for the proof that it is not the actual document, or its image (see column 2).  
Never forget the saying: 
 “Is it real, or is it Memorex® copied?” 
 
 
 Some Important Definitions 
Original Record:  The recording, in permanent form, of a genealogical event or situation, 
usually first made at or near the time of the event, by someone associated with the event. 
 
Actual Document:  The first, and usually only, recording of any specific record of a genealogical 
event. Note that many different actual documents may be created for a genealogical event or 
situation. 
 
Image Copy:  An exact reproduction of the actual document which preserves the total 
appearance of the record. This includes microfilm, fiche, photographs, and photocopies, as well 
as tombstone rubbings, carbon copies, and unmodified digitally scanned images. 
 
Re-written Copy:  A transcription, abstract, or extract of the actual document by hand, 
typewriter, computer entry, or similar means, which preserves the core information, but not the 
precise image of the actual document. 
 
 
Notice: All material ©2014, Kory L. Meyerink 
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Naturalization Records: 

Key to Your Immigrant’s Home  
Kory L. Meyerink, AG 

Millcreek, UT 

KoryM@comcast.net 

 

In a country where virtually everybody descends from immigrants who arrived from other 

countries, naturalization records can be an essential source for learning that all-important 

genealogical fact: the ancestor’s foreign home town. Even the millions of records that don’t 

reveal this fact can provide essential information for the family historian. However, the search 

for such records demands caution: there are no such records for many immigrants and others are 

very difficult to find, or to apply to a certain immigrant.  

 

DISCUSSION OUTLINE 
 

Nature of Naturalization Records 

 Process with multiple records 

 Dual documents: Declaration, then Petition  

 Dual court system: State Courts or Federal Courts 

 

Colonial Era (1607-1790) 

 British Rights 

 Denization 

 Allegiance vs. Abjuration  

 

Federal Law – State Application (1790-1906) 

 Legal Requirements (any court of record, but . . .) 

 Exceptions: Citizenship through other Means 

 Registry 

 Declaration of Intent 

 Petition for Citizenship 

 Typical Content 

 State Courts or Federal Courts? 

 

Federal Law – Federal Regulation (1906+) 

 Increased & Consistent Content 

 Typical Content 

 Bureaucracy Rules 

 Immigration & Naturalization Service (INS) 

 Citizenship Information Services (CIS, 2002+) 

 

 

 

  



Access Issues  

 Federal Records, often created by states 

 State Courts = county level (usually) 

 National Archives regional facilities 

 Indexes: WPA & more!  

 Microfilm 

 Internet  

 

Search Strategies 

 Determine: When they arrived & where they lived 

 Did they naturalize?   Age, arrival and ethnicity are somewhat predictive 

 Search state AND federal records  

 Indexes are critical 

         Post 1892/1905: USCIS Naturalization Index  (https://www.uscis.gov/genealogy) 

 Start online, but don’t stop there!  

  Microfilms at the FHL and/or NARA  

  Original records at courts and archives (see Schaefer’s book) 

 FAN: Friends, associates and neighbors  

 

Naturalization Records Online 
 

Ancestry:  100+ U.S. databases, including 

• U.S. Naturalization Records Indexes, 1791-1992     5,823,340 

• Illinois, Federal Naturalization Records, 1856-1991   4,252,174 

• New York, State and Federal Naturalization Records, 1794-1940 3,701,069 

• Massachusetts, State & Federal Naturalization Records, 1798-1950 3,113,455 

• U.S. Naturalization Records Indexes, 1794-1995     2,494,757 

• U.S., Naturalization Records, 1840-1957     1,402,040 

• Connecticut, Federal Naturalization Records, 1790-1996        983,498 

• New Jersey, County Naturalization Records, 1749-1986     786,130 

• Minnesota Naturalization Records Index, 1854-1957      523,626   

• Ohio, Naturalization Petition and Record Books, 1888-1946   506,341   

• New York, New York, to Declaration of Intent:, 1907-1924     337,269   

• New York County Supreme Court Natural. Petition Index, 1907-24  203,786   

• Philadelphia, 1789-1880 Naturalization Records  Pennsylvania;    119,649   

 

Fold3: 12 collections 

• Indexes and records for select federal naturalizations from California, Louisiana, 

Massachusetts, Maryland, New York, Ohio and Pennsylvania.  

 

NARA: 5 indexes  (https://www.archives.gov/research/naturalization)  

• Naturalization indexes for the Dakotas, Nebraska and St. Louis, Missouri courts  

 

FamilySearch: 18 indexes and 48 browse collections  

• Various states and federal district court naturalizations 



 

Links to Other Online Resources 
 

Online Searchable Naturalization Indexes & Records 

  (https://www.germanroots.com/naturalization.html) 

 

FamilySearch Wiki: see “United States Naturalization Online Genealogy Records” 

 

Linkpendium > select state and/or county > Immigration and Naturalization Records 

 

Cyndi’s List > Immigration and Naturalization > Records 

 

Naturalization Bibliography 

 
FamilySearch Wiki: “United States Naturalization and Citizenship” 

  Also: “United States Naturalization Laws”  

 
Bockstruck, Lloyd, Denizations and Naturalizations in the British Colonies in America, 1607-

1775 (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 2005). 

 

Guide to Genealogical Research in the National Archives of the United States, 3
rd
 ed. 

Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 2000. 

  

*Filby, P. William, with Mary K. Meyers, eds.  Passenger and Immigration Lists Index. Detroit:  

Gale Research Co., 1981-present. Annual volumes, also at <www.ancestry.com>. 

 

Franklin, Frank George.  The Legislative History of Naturalization in the United States. New 

York: Arno Press and New York Times, 1969. 

 

 “Naturalization Records”  (https://www.archives.gov/research/naturalization)   

 

Newman, John J.  American Naturalization Records, 1790-1990: What They Are and How to 

Use Them. Bountiful, Utah: Heritage Quest, 1998. 

 

*Schaefer, Christina K. Guide to Naturalization Records of the United States. Baltimore: 

Genealogical Publishing Co., 1997. 

 

Smith, Darrell Hevenor. The Bureau of Naturalization: Its History, Activities and Organization.  

Baltimore:  Johns Hopkins University Press, 1926. 

 

*Szucs, Loretto Dennis. They Became Americans: Finding Naturalization Records and Ethnic 

Origins.  Salt Lake City: Ancestry, Inc., 1998. 

 

Szucs, Loretto Dennis, Kory L. Meyerink and Marian L. Smith. “Immigration Records.” Chapter 

9 in The Source: A Guidebook of American Genealogy, 3rd. ed. Provo, Utah: Ancestry, 2006. 

 



Naturalization Time Line 
Jayare Roberts (* = major laws) 

1740 English Parliamentary Statute required a residence of seven years in a particular colony.  

Applicant could appear before a magistrate and take an oath of loyalty. 

 

1760s Some colonies enacted naturalization laws of their own. 

 

1776 Any white person of European descent who had been born in the colony and who had 

been loyal to the American cause, automatically received citizenship. 

 

1790* Congress enacted the first federal naturalization law. Requirements for citizenship:  

residence of two years in the United States and one year in the State.  

 

1795 Requirements become five years in U.S., one year in state; declaration three years.  

 

1798 New law required fourteen year residence. Registry of declarations required (until 1828).   

 

1802* The 1798 law repealed; automatic citizenship for children of naturalized parents.  

 

1803 The residents of the area included in the Louisiana Purchase could claim citizenship. 

 

1816 Both registry and declaration must be part of petition for post-1812 arrivals. 

 

1824 Time between declaration and petition changed from three to two years; validated 

certificates not meeting 1816 act, and those made before a clerk but not a court. 

 

1828* Registry repealed; continuous residency between 1802 and 1812 not need a declaration. 

 

1845 Residents of Texas became citizens by action of Congress. 

 

1862 Soldiers over 21 could be citizens with a petition only, if honorably discharged. 

 

1868 The Fourteenth Amendment guaranteed citizenship to all persons born or naturalized in 

the United States, including blacks (exceptions included Tribal Indians). 

 

1887 Naturalization laws were amended so that Native Americans could become citizens. 

 

1891 Federal government created the Office of Superintendent of Immigration. 

 

1906* Bureau of Immigration and Naturalization Services created to apply uniformity to 

naturalization laws and procedures; controls all procedures. 

 

1922* Wives must obtain her own naturalization papers.  

 

1929* Registry of aliens, and certificates of arrival for those here before 1921, for declaration; 

photographs needed; certificates could be issued for derivative citizenship.  



 New York: A Genealogical Gold Mine 
 Kory L. Meyerink, MLS, AG FUGA 

E-mail: KoryM@Comcast.net 

 

Almost every genealogist has one or more New York lines, and at least one appears to be a "dead 

end" line. This lecture provides hope, insight and most of all answers to the question: How do I 

find my ancestor in New York? There is a wealth of sources available that can overcome those 

"brick wall" research problems. This presentation introduces the key sources and illustrates the 

kinds of records to seek, but the important message is: IT CAN BE DONE! 

 

Background 
Settlement Patterns 

New England (esp. CT, MA, VT) 

Dutch 

German 

Scotch 

Later immigrants 

Evaluate the surname 

Statewide Sources 
Compiled 

Online Family Trees  

Catalogs and Indexes: State Library, NY Public, NY Record 

Collections: Individuals & societies (Holland, Colonial Dames, etc.) 

Original records 

Census: Federal (1790-1940, State (1825-1925), Colonial Lists 

DAR: Cemetery and Bible Records 

Bowman's Vital Records 

Regional Sources 
Mostly compiled sources, for example: 

Palatine Families 

Cutter's volumes 

Compendium (Mohawk) 

Western New York Land 

Probate collections 

Local Sources 
Compiled 

County genealogies (ie: Kings, Harlem, Westchester) 

Original 

Vital (civil) and Church Records (Vosburgh Collection, 140+ vols)  

Land and Probate 

City Directories  

Local Historians & Repositories 
Town historians 

Guide to Historical Resources in [Name] County, New York, Repositories (FHL)  

County historical societies 



 NEW YORK 

 Significant Sources for Locating Residents 
 

Bowman, Fred Q. 10,000 Vital Records of...5 

volumes including: Western New York, 

1809-1850; Central New York, 1813-1850; and 

Eastern New York, 1777-1834-1850. Baltimore: 

Genealogical Publishing Co., 1985-1997. (FHL 

974.7 V2b…) 

 

Doherty, Frank J. Settlers of the Beekman Patent, 

Dutchess County, New York, 13+ vols. Pleasant 

Valley, NY: the author, 1990-2017+. (FHL 

974.733 H2do)  

 

Foley, Janet Wethy. Early Settlers of New York State: 

Their Ancestors and Descendants (1934-42), 

reprint, Baltimore: Genealogical, 2006 

 

General Peter Gansevoort Chapter. Revised Master 

Index to the New York State DAR Genealogical 

Records Volumes, 2 vols. Zephyrhills, Fl: J.D. 

Worden, 1998. (FHL 975.7 D22w) 

 

Ireland, Norma Olin and Winifred Irving.  Cutter 

Index: A Consolidated Index of Cutter's 9 

Genealogy Series.  Fallbrook, Calif.: Ireland 

Indexing Service, ca. 1970.  (FHL book 974 

D2ci; film 1,036,507 item 6; fiche 6046737.)  

Indexes several volumes of genealogical "mug 

books" by William R. Cutter. 

 

Jones, Henry Z., Jr. The Palatine Families of New 

York: A Study of the German Immigrants Who 

Arrived in Colonial New York in 1710. 2 vols. 

Universal City, Calif.: Henry Z. Jones, 1985. 

(FHL 974.7 D2j.)   

 

Jones, Henry Z., Jr. More Palatine Families: Some 

Immigrants to the Middle Colonies, 1717-1776 

Universal City, Calif.: Henry Z. Jones, 1991. 

(FHL 974.7 W2ja.)   

 

“Kinship NY Surname Search Page,” New York 

Genealogical and Biographical Society 

(www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/kinshipny) 

 

 Livsey, Karen E. Western New York Land 

Transactions, 1804-1835, Extracted from the 

Archives of the Holland Land Company. 2 vols. 

Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1991-6. 

(FHL 974.7 R28L) 

Munsell, Joel. Index to American Genealogies: And 

to Genealogical Material Contained in All Works 

as Town Histories, County Histories, Local 

Histories . . . . Albany: J. Munsell’s Sons, 1900. 

Reprinted Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing 

Co., 1967, with 1908 supp. (FHL 973 D22m) 

 

New York State Library. Surname Card Index. 

Albany, N.Y.: New York State Library, 1979. 

(FHL fiche 6331486.) Primarily an index to 

genealogies the state library before 1980. 

 

O'Callaghan, Edmund B. Lists of Inhabitants of 

Colonial New York Excerpted from the 

Documentary History of the State of New York. 

Edited by Rosanne Conway. Baltimore: 

Genealogical Publishing Co., 1979. (FHL 974.7 

D4l: fiche 6046723.) 

 

O'Callaghan, Edmund Bailey, comp. Calendar of 

New York Colonial Manuscripts, Indorsed Land 

Papers in the Office of the Secretary of State of 

New York, 1643-1803. Albany, N.Y.: Weed, 

Parsons & Co., 1864. Rev.rpt. Harrison, N.Y.: 

Harbor Hill Books, 1987. (FHL 974.7 R2n; older 

ed. film 947,853.) Indexes Land Grant 

Application Files, 1642-1803, at state archives. 

 

Riker, David M. Genealogical and Biographical 

Directory to Persons in New Netherland: From 

1613 to 1674, 4 vols. Mechanicsburg, Pa: The 

author, 1999, 2004. (FHL 974.7 D24r) 

 

Roberts, James A. New York in the Revolution as 

Colony and State. 2nd ed. Vol. 1. Albany, N.Y.: 

Press of Brandow Printing, 1898; Vol. 2. Edited 

by Frederick Gregory Mather. Albany, N.Y.: J.B. 

Lyon Co., 1904. (FHL book 974.7 M28n 1898). 

 

Worden, Jean D. Worden’s Index to The New York 

Genealogical and Biographical Record, 1870- 

1998. New York: New York Genealogical & 

Biographical Society, 2002. CD-ROM. Subject 

index. 

 

  



Key Reference Books for New York Research 

French, John Homer. Gazetteer of the State of New York. Syracuse: Pearsall Smith, 1860. Reprint, 

Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1998. Reprinted with every name index.  

 

Henry, Marion S. New York Essays: Resources for the Genealogist in New York State outside 

New York City. Boston: New England Historic Genealogical Society, 2007.  

 

**New York Family History Research Guide and Gazetteer. New York: New York Genealogical 

and Biographical Society, 2014.  

 

Remington, Gordon L. New York State Probate Records: A Genealogist’s Guide to Testate and 

Intestate Records, rev. ed. Boston: New England Historic Genealogical Society, 2011.  

 

Remington, Gordon L. New York State Towns, Villages, and Cities: A Guide to Genealogical 

Sources. Boston: New England Historic Genealogical Society, 2002.  

 

Epperson, Gwenn F. New Netherland Roots. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1994.  

 

Dollarhide, William. New York State Censuses & Substitutes. North Salt Lake, Ut: Heritage 

Creations, 2005.  

 

Seversmith, Herbert F. and Kenn Stryker-Rodda. Long Island Genealogical Source Material, A 

Bibliography. Washington, DC: National Genealogical Society, 1962.  
 
Davenport, David. “The Yankee Settlement of New York, 1783-1820,” Genealogical Journal 17:1-2 

(1988/89), 63-88. 

DeGrazia, Laura Murphy. Research in New York City, Long Island, and Westchester County. 

Arlington, Virginia: National Genealogical Society, 2013. 

Guzik, Estelle M., ed. Genealogical Resources in New York. New York: Jewish Genealogical 

Society, 2003. 

Grundset, Eric G. New York in the American Revolution: A Source Guide for Genealogists and 

Historians. Washington, D.C.: Daughters of the American Revolution, 2012. 

Hoff, Henry B. “New York Research,” American Ancestors 

(https://www.americanancestors.org/education/learning-resources/read/new-york-guide)  

Cornell University, New York Historical Resources Center. Guide to Historical Resources in 

[Name] County, New York, Repositories (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University, 1980s). Titles cover 60 

counties and describe the collections identified in the “Historical Documents Inventory” (HDI) 

Most are digitized and available through FamilySearch.  

New York Genealogical and Biographical Society. Knowledge Base 200+ detailed articles and 

subject guides for anyone researching ancestors in New York. www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org.  



 

 Collections of the New York Historical Society 
This series, published from 1876 to 1927 includes the full text of the papers, letters and journals of 

prominent New York leaders, especially of the Revolutionary War and abstracts of significant 

genealogical documents for the state of New York. Each volume in the series is individually indexed 

unless it is part of a short series, when the index appears in the final volume of the short series. Will 

abstract volumes also online at New York State Historical Literature website (see below).  

 

Selected Contents by volume 
11  Revolutionary Papers (series) 

12  Revolutionary Papers (series)   

13  Revolutionary Papers (series)   

14  Montresor Family Journals, 1757-1778 

18  Freemen of New York City, 1675-1866 

24  Muster Rolls of NY Troops, 1755-1764 

25  Abstracts of Wills, 1665-1707 

26  Abstracts of Wills, 1708-1728 

27  Abstracts of Wills, 1730-1744 

28  Abstracts of Wills, 1744-1753 

29  Abstracts of Wills, 1754-1760 

30  Abstracts of Wills, 1760-1766 

31  Abstracts of Wills, 1766-1771 

32  Abstracts of Wills, 1771-1776 

33  Abstracts of Wills, 1777-1783 

 

34  Abstracts of Wills, 1780-1782 

35  Abstracts of Wills, unrecorded, pre 1800 

36  Abstracts of Wills, 1782-1784 

37  Abstracts of Wills, 1784-1786 

38  Abstracts of Wills, 1786-1796 

39  Abstracts of Wills, 1796-1801 

40  Abstracts of Wills, corrections 

41  Abstracts of Wills, corrections 

42  Ledger, NYC Chamberlain, 1691-1699 & 

Indentures of Apprentices 1718-1727 

43  Tax lists, NYC, 1695-1699 

44  Tax lists, NYC, 1695-1699, 1791 

46  Early deeds and papers, 1640-1699 

47  Muster and Pay Rolls, 1775-1783 

48  Muster and Pay Rolls, 1775-1783 

 Selected New York Internet Sites 
Society Sites 

New England Historic Genealogical Society  www.americanancestors.org 

New York Genealogical & Biographical Society www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org 

Italian Genealogical Society (NYC vital records)  www.italiangen.org 

Assoc. of Public Historians of New York  www.aphnys.org 

 

County Sites (examples) 

Westchester County Archives    http://archives.westchestergov.com 

Schenectady County Library: Digital Archive  http://www.schenectadyhistory.org 

 

Records 

New York GenWeb     http://www.nygenweb.net/ 

New York Indexed Historical Records   https://familysearch.org/search   [New York] 

Newspaper: Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1841-1963   https://bklyn.newspapers.com/title_1890 

Fulton History (Newspaper pages)   http://fultonhistory.com/Fulton.html 

Probate: NY Index to County Wills    www.sampubco.com/wills/ny/newyork.htm  

New York State Historical Literature   ebooks.library.cornell.edu/n/nys/index.html 

 

Specialty/Topical Sites 

People of Colonial Albany    www.nysm.nysed.gov/albany/index.html  

New York Town Histories   http://history.rays-place.com/ny/index.htm  

New Netherlands and Beyond   www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nycoloni/ 

Northern New York Genealogy  www.nnygenealogy.com/  



 
Proving Your Immigrant Ancestor with Ancestry 

Kory L. Meyerink, MLS, AG, FUGA 
AncestryProGenealogists 
kmeyerink@ancestry.com 

 
You’ve got immigrant ancestors – Ancestry has answers! From 1607 to 1957, Ancestry has 350 
years of records that can identify your immigrants. From passenger lists to naturalization records 
and from family histories to passports, your immigrants are likely on Ancestry. Virtually every 
American has many immigrant ancestors and the vast majority of them can be identified in records 
documenting their arrival here. It's never been easier to find those arrival records. There are new 
sources, strategies, tools and techniques to uncover more of your family's hidden history, including 
that often elusive information about their home town in the old world. 
   

DISCUSSION OUTLINE 
 
Nature of North American Immigration  
 
Record Keeping for Immigrants 
 
Ancestry’s “Immigration & Travel” Collection 
 Six categories, 521 databases 
 Indexes (Abstracts) and images: Online!  
 Passenger and Immigration Lists Index 
 
Colonial Sources (up to 1820) 
 Lists not required of native colonists 
 Scattered and incomplete 
 German arrivals 
 Early settlers/pioneers; Freemen; Headrights 
 
Passenger Lists (1820 to 1957) 
 Customs Lists (1820-1890s) 
 Federal laws 
 Bureau of Customs management 
 Pre-printed forms, filled out on ship 
 Quarterly abstracts 
 Extant records filmed by National Archives; most originals given to Balch Institute  
  Castle Garden, 1855-1891 (New York) and other ports  
 Immigration Lists (1890s+) 
 Federal control of lists and of ports (effective date varies by port) 
 Lists acquired by National Archives (after 1935) and microfilmed 
 Ellis Island lists (NYC, 1892-1897, 1900-1954)  
 Dozens of other 20th century ports, including airports: At Ancestry!  



Other Records of Arrivals 
 Crew Lists (102 databases) 
 Canadian Passenger Lists, 1865-1935  (plus 42 more) 
 U.S. Border Crossings, from Mexico; to & from Canada,1895-1965 
 U.S. Passport Applications, 1795-1925 
 Naturalization Records, 1840-1957  (162 databases) 
 
Printed Lists (Books and Articles) 
 Nature of published sources (pre- and post 1820) 
 Passenger and Immigration Lists Index 
 Virtually all now available online  (248 databases) 
 
Emigration Sources: England, Germany and more  
  UK Incoming Passenger Lists, 1878-1960 
  Hamburg Passenger Lists, 1850-1934 (departures) 
  Australian Passenger Arrival Lists  
  
Public Member Trees as a Source for Immigrants 
 Other genealogists share your immigrant! Find out what they know 
  Immigrants:  28 million English; 14 million Germans; 7 million Irish; 2 million Italians 
 
Cautions for Using Online Abstracts & Images Passenger Lists 
 Beyond the question of survival of the original lists to index, there are other questions: 
  How well could the indexers/abstractors read the foreign names on the lists? 
  Were some names missed or overlooked by bored indexers? 
  Do I know the actual spelling of the family’s name as it appears on the lists? 
  Do I have enough information to recognize family members in the index? 
 
Not Quite Every Record 
 Passports post 1925 
 Galveston, Texas, reconstructed lists (130,000) 
 

PRINT RESOURCES 
Colletta, John P. They Came in Ships. 3rd ed. Salt Lake City: Ancestry, 2002.  
 
Filby, P. William, ed. Passenger and Immigration Lists Bibliography 1538-1900: Being a Guide 

to Published Lists of Arrivals …. Second edition. Detroit: Gale Research Co., 1988.  
 
Meyerink, Kory L. and Loretta Dennis Szucs. “Immigration: Finding Immigrant Origins,” Chapter 

9 in The Source: A Guidebook of American Genealogy, 3rd ed. Loretto Dennis Szucs and 
Sandra Hargreaves Luebking, eds., Salt Lake City: Ancestry, 2006. 

 
Tepper, Michael. American Passenger Arrival Records: A Guide to the Records of Immigrants 

Arriving at American Ports by Sail and Steam. Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co., 1988 



Select Major Ancestry Immigration Databases 
Database    Years     Names 
U.S. and Canada, Passenger and Immigration Lists Index 5,444,446 

Atlantic Ports 
Atlantic, Gulf port arrivals  1820-1873, 93-1959   909,749 
Baltimore    1820-1964 2,001,537 

Massachusetts (Boston)  1820-1963 6,850,802 

New York State Arrivals  1917-1967 9,439,440 

New York City Arrivals  1820-1957 82,920,847 

Pennsylvania (Philadelphia)  1800-1962 2,156,349 

Irish Immigrants to NY  1846-1851 602,753 

Southern Ports 

New Orleans    1813-1963 4,288,331 

Florida     1898-1963 8,390,606 

Texas     1893-1963 1,027,707 

Other Ports 

California Passenger & Crew  1882-1959 5,871,013 

Washington Passenger & Crew   1882-1965 3,577,120 

Honolulu, Hawaii   1900-1959 7,580,485 

Australia Immigrant Lists  1826-1922 8,436,409 

UK Outward Passenger Lists  1890-1960 23,768,544 

Naturalization Sources 
U.S. Naturalization Indexes  1900-1965 5,924,469 

Illinois Federal National Records 1856-1991 4,252,176 

Mass. State & Federal Records 1798-1950 3,113,455 

 
Other Free Online Sources for U.S. Passenger Lists 

Ancestry includes most of these same lists, but their different search routines might be useful.  
 
Ellis Island Records http://www.libertyellisfoundation.org  22 million+ arrivals, 1892-1924 
 
Castle Garden  http://castlegarden.org   12 million New York arrivals from 1820-1897  
 
Immigrant Ship Transcribers Guild http://www.immigrantships.net     17,000+ passenger lists 
 
Olive Tree Genealogy     http://www.olivetreegenealogy.com/ships/index.shtml  2,500+ ships lists 
 
National Archives > Access to Archival Databases > Genealogy > Passenger Lists 
    http://aad.archives.gov/aad/index.jsp Irish, German, Italian and Russian arrivals databases 
 
The Ships List  http://www.theshipslist.com  
  Hundreds of transcribed lists and related information; heavy Canadian focus 
 
Texas Seaport Museum Immigration Database 1844-1949: Galveston, 130,000 immigrants 
http://www.galvestonhistory.org/attractions/maritime-heritage/galveston-immigration-database  
  

http://www.libertyellisfoundation.org/
http://castlegarden.org/
http://www.immigrantships.net/
http://www.olivetreegenealogy.com/ships/index.shtml
http://aad.archives.gov/aad/index.jsp
http://www.theshipslist.com/
http://www.galvestonhistory.org/attractions/maritime-heritage/galveston-immigration-database


Content Chronology: American Passenger Lists 
 
The following content was required or typical on U.S. passenger arrival lists after the date indicated: 
 
Before 1820:[Primarily just Philadelphia] 
 Port of departure and arrival 
 Name of immigrant (usually just males over 16) 
Added in 1820: 
 Names of all passengers 
 Age and sex 
 Nationality (Country of allegiance)  
 Country of destination 
 Occupation (or calling) 
 Very few (maybe 10%) include a town of origin 
Added in 1882: 
 Native country (rather than country of allegiance) 
 Intended local destination (such as the state) 
Added in 1891: 
 Last Residence (not always the town) 
Added in 1893 (among several other items): 
 Marital status 
 Previous U.S. residence, if any 
 If joining a relative, that person’s name, address, and relationship 
 Amount of money (at least $30 was required) 
 Final destination in U.S. (State, city or town) 
 Condition of health 
 Social detriments: including history of prison, poorhouse, insanity, polygamy 
Added in 1903: 
 Race of each immigrant 
 City or town of last permanent residence 
 Whether joining a friend (if a relative was part of 1893 list) 
Added in 1906 (with 1907 amendments): 
 >>Place of birth (country and city or town) 
 Height in feet and inches 
 Complexion 
 Color of hair and eyes 
 Marks of identification 
 Name and address of nearest relative in country whence alien came 
Added in 1917: 
 Able to read: what language 
 Purpose of coming to U.S. 
 
 
 



	
Carolyn	Murset	

Tales	of	Tila	
mycarolynmurset.com	

Hello,	and	welcome!	In	August	of	2017,	I	finished	writing	and	
recording	a	one-woman	family	history	musical,	“	Tales	of	Tila	”,	which	is	set	
in	Taos,	New	Mexico,		based	on	my	lively	Hispanic	tortilla-making	

grandmother’s	life.	
					Today,	(Friday	September	27,	2019)	I		perform	
Act	One	in	the	St.	George	Dixie	Center	Ballroom	
at	11:45	am.,	and	Act	Two	following	lunch	in	the	
same	location.	I	previewed	this	musical	in	northern	
Utah	and	in	Wyoming	July	and	August,	2018.		The	
world	premiere	was	last	October	12th	and	13th	at	
the	Electric	Theatre	in	St.	George,	Utah.	
					I	live	a	quiet	life	as	many	of	you	do.		I’m	a	nice	
and	friendly	half-Hispanic	grandma,	
singer/songwriter,		actress	and	tortilla	maker.	I	
obsess	about	a	few	things,	and	one	of	my	

passions………...	Is	keeping	a	journal.													 	

																			 		I	have	volumes	and	volumes	
of	handwritten,	type-written,	digital,	and	photo	journals.	I	want	you	to	keep	
one,	too,	if	you	don’t	already.		You	don’t	have	to	obsess	about	it,	and	you	
can	call	it	whatever	you	want.	Just	write	something	about	the	everyday	



	
Carolyn	Murset	

Tales	of	Tila	
mycarolynmurset.com	

quiet,	or	noisy	things	you	do.		Your	life	is	probably	a	lot	more	interesting	
than	you	think	it	is.	

In	order	to	help	you	accomplish	that,	I	have	included	writing	prompts	
in	my		Song	Stories,	Quiet	Stories	Podcast	,	available	on	iTunes,	
GooglePlay,	and	on	my	website		https://mycarolynmurset.com	.	The	prompts	
are	in	the	notes	for	each	episode,	in	bold	lettering.	

																																				 	
I	grew	up	in	the	1960’s	in	Taos,	New	Mexico.	I	learned	to	play	the	

guitar	and	wrote	my	first	song	while	attending	THS	during	the	1970’s,	
where	the	guitar	teacher	required	me	and	my	classmates	to	sing	and	
accompany	ourselves	in	front	of	the	class	every	Friday.		

The	neck	of	my	first	guitar,	a	$25	special,	broke	fortunately	before	
Christmas,	letting	me	feel	justified	in	asking	my	parents	for	a	better	guitar	
that	wouldn’t	require	neck	repair	with	epoxy	and	filament	tape.	 	

A	couple	of	decades	ago,	I	watched	a	talented	actress	performing	a	
one	woman	musical	play	about	her	husband’s	great	grandmother.		I	loved	
the	play	and	tried	to	get	permission	to	perform	it	too,	but	they	wanted	to	
keep	it	in	the	family.	

						Around	that	time,	my	siblings	had	appointed	me	as	
the	family	historian,	probably	because	I’d	kept	a	
journal	and	personal	history	for	years,	had	shown	
interest	in	our	family	ancestry,	and	was	volunteering	at	
the	Family	History	Center	in	Hurricane,	Utah.		Soon	
after	they	piled	the	family	records	onto	my	lap,	I	came	
across	my	Grandma	Tila’s	personal	history.	 	
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In	it,	she	tells	how	at	age	ten	she	was	the	family	bread	maker,	and	
when	her	older	brothers	would	come	home	from	working	in	the	fields,	
they’d	grab	her	tortillas		from	off	the	table,	eat	them,	and	call	them	
crackers.		She	goes	into	the	garden	and	in	between	the	rows	of	corn,	prays	
for	help.		As	I	read	this	story	I	knew	that	with	my	guitar,	I	had	to	do	
something	musically	and	dramatically	creative	with	it.	 	

Following	is	a	brief	synopsis	of	the	seven	scenes	I	will	perform	at	this	
conference,	with	the	writing	prompts:	
ACT	ONE:	

● Scene	One:		Tortilla	Tale-	(1912,	Taos,	New	Mexico	Territory)	Ten	
year	old	Tila	Miera,	the	family	bread	make,	prays	for	help	in	making	
better	tortillas,	so	that	her	older	brothers	will	stop	calling	them,	
“crackers”	.	(What	did	other	kids	tease	you	about	when	you	were	
growing	up?	Did	you	ever	pray	for	help?		If	so,	what	kind	of	
answers	did	you	get?	What	were	your	household	duties	when	
you	were	a	child?	)	

● Scene	Two:		Boarding	School	for	Girls	-(1916,	Santa	Fe,	New	
Mexico)	Tila	and	her	best	friend	are	sent	to	boarding	school	because	
there	is	no	high	school	in	Taos.	She	“accomplishes”	mischief,	and	
argues	with	her	conscience.		(Who	wins	the	arguments	between	
you	and	that	little	voice	inside	you	head?	What	was	your	favorite	
subject	in	school?	Who	was	your	most	influential	teacher?)	

● Scene	Three:		The	Great	War	-(1917,	Taos)	Tila	returns	home	after	
being	in	Santa	Fe	for	a	year.		Family	members	and	friends	enlist	to	
serve	in	the	war.	The	Spanish	Flu	Epidemic	devastation	begins	in	
1918,	ends	in	1919.		LDS	missionaries	arrive	in	Taos.		Tila	is	the	first	
to	be	baptized	a	member.		(	Have	you	ever	made	hurtful	comments	
to,	or	had	hurtful	thoughts	about	someone			who	died	soon	after?	
What	did	you	say?	How	have	you	dealt	with	your	regret?)	

● Scene	Four:		El	Presidente	Trujillo	-(1919,	Taos)	Tila’s	husband	
eventually	joins	the	LDS	Church,	and	serves	as	Branch	President	
(congregation	leader)	for	17	years.	Tila’s	family	donates	property	for	
an	adobe	chapel	to	be	built	next	to	their	home.	General	Authorities	of	
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the	LDS	Church	visit,	and	a	bigger	chapel	is	built,	with	an	indoor	
baptismal	font!		(	What	were	your	grandparents’	occupations?	
Have	you	ever	had	to	patiently	wait	for	a	loved	one	to	join	you	in	
an	activity	that	you	were	interested	in?	How	did	you	occupy	
yourself	while	you	waited?)	

	
ACT	TWO:	

● Scene	Five:	La	Familia	(1922-1941)Tila	Trujillo's	life	in	Taos,	New	
Mexico	as	a	mother	of	ten	and	wife	of	a	shepherd	during	the	Great	
Depression.		(Have	you	lost	a	child?	If	so,	have	you	lost	more	
than	one?	How	did	the	second	experience	compare	to	the	first?	
When	you	were	a	child,	and	your	parents	came	home	from	work,	
or	from	a	trip	away	from	home,	what	special	things	did	they	
bring	you?	If	you	could	have	a	soundtrack	for	your	life,	what	
kinds	of	musical	instruments	would	you	want	played?)	

● Scene	Six:	The	Secret	City	(1942-1946,	Los	Alamos,	New	Mexico)	
Japan	bombs	Pearl	Harbor,	December	1941.	The	USA	enters	WW	2.	
Tila	Trujillo's	two	sons	enlist.	Her	husband	builds	labs	and	housing	for	
Manhattan	Project.		(Which	family	members	or	friends	of	yours	
have	served	in	the	armed	forces?	When	and	where	did	they	
serve?)	

● Scene	Seven:	The	Temple	and	the	Ledger	(1948-	Taos,	NM)	Tila	and	
husband	Juan	Manuel	write	messages	to	each	other	in	a	ledger.	After	
30	years	of	marriage	they	attend	the	LDS	Temple	in	Mesa,	AZ.	She	
urges	others	to	write	their	own	life	story.		(What	are	some	of	the	
ways	that	you	communicate	with	your	family	and	friends	when	
you	are	not	standing	right	in	front	of	them?	What	is	the	longest	
you’ve	had	to	wait	for	a	loved	one	or	friend	to	change	their	mind	
about	something	worthwhile	that	you	really	wanted	them	to	do?)	

	
Thanks	for	watching	and	listening.	Thanks	for	writing!	
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DANISH PROBATE RECORDS  

 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 
  Prior to 1521 probates were settled by custom.  There was no written law. 
  1574—Earliest known will in the city jurisdiction 
  1630-1637—First rural probates 
  1683—First probate law in Denmark* (see below) 
  1719--Godsejer (estate owner] was given the authority over probate matters 
  1719-1793—the primary probate jurisdiction was the gods (estate) 
  1793—Herred (district) jurisdiction came into existence for settling probate matters 
 
*The Danish Law of King Christian V (Kong Christian V’s Danske Lov) of 1683 formed the 
basis of Danish probate records.  Some of the most important segments of this law pertaining to 
probate matters are as follows: 

1. Immediately after the death of a person who is survived by minor heirs, no heirs at all, or 
absent heirs, the authorities were to be notified. 

2. The probate shall contain the registration of the debts and assets of the estate.   
3. The probate document was to be signed by the heirs or their guardians and the probating 

authorities. 
4. A widow or widower was not allowed to remarry before probating the deceased spouse’s 

estate. 
5. The authorities supervising the probating of estates are to be: 

a. In the cities, the mayor, city council, and city clerks. 
b. Outside the cities, the county sheriff, lords of the manors, or district sheriff. 
c. Among the clergy, the district dean. 

6. If the heirs are present and of age, no probate is required, unless the heirs desire it. 
 
TYPES OF PROBATE RECORDS:  
  Testamenter (wills) 
  Skifteprotokoller (administrations of estates) 
  Overformynderiprotokoller (guardian supervision records) 
 
JURISDICTIONS: 
København (Copenhagen): 
Before 1771 there were 10 different probate jurisdictions: 

1. Byretten (city court)—common citizens. 
2. Hofretten (royal court)—higher civil servants. 
3. Borgretten (civil court)—lower civil servants. 
4. Universitetets (university)—professors, students, and others with university connections. 
5. Gejstlige (ecclesiastical)—members of the clergy. 
6. Militære (military)—military and naval persons 
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7. Frederiks Hospital—hospital officials 
8. Vajsenhusets (orphanage)—orphanage officials 
9. Asiastiske og Vestindisk-Guineiske Kompagnis (Asiatic and West Indies-Guinea 

Company)—officials of the company 
10. Jødernes (Jewish)—officials, teachers and members of the Jewish faith 

 
After 1771 probates in Copenhagen were discharged by the Skiftekommission (probate 
commission) and were divided into 9 classes as follows: 

1. Higher civil servants and commissioned officers. 
2. Other civil servants, royal theater personnel, secretaries, bookkeepers, clerks. 
3. Clergy, professors, students and those working for schools, hospitals, and the church. 
4. Citizens of high repute and wealthy merchants. 
5. Artisans, tradesmen, journeymen, apprentices 
6. Persons of no means 
7. Servants 
8. Enlisted men of the navy and merchant marines 
9. Enlisted men of the army 

 
The indexes after 1798 reference the social class by number, volume, and page. 
 
The number of social classes beginning in 1860 was 6.  Persons in class 3 (clergy, etc.) were 
combined with class 2 (lower civil servants, etc.); Classes 7 (servants) and 8 (enlisted men in the 
navy and merchant marines), and 9 (enlisted men in the army), were combined in Class 3. 
 
Incorporated cities (Købstæder):  
Administrations of estates (skifteprotokoller) and guardian supervision records 
(overformynderiprotokoller) for cities other than Copenhagen fell under the same city 
jurisdictions as follows: 

1. Jurisdiction of the city magistrates (den ordinære skiftejurisdiktion)  
2. Jurisdiction of the Dean (den gejstlige skiftejurisdiktion) 
3. Jurisdiction of the military (den militære skiftejurisdiktion) 
4. Jurisdiction of the amtmænd (de ekstraordinære skifter) 

 
Rural Areas: 
1. Godser (estates or manors).  The responsibility for probates lay with the owners of the 

estates and manors until approximately 1788, with some continuing to about 1817.  It should 
be noted that some landowners with special consideration continued to probate estates until 
discontinued by law on April 25, 1850. 

2. Amt (county) or Amtstue (Inland Revenue Office).  The estates of all individuals not under 
the jurisdiction of the Godser or the Rytterdistrikter (cavalry districts) were probated in the 
county jurisdictions.  Many of these probate jurisdictions were discontinued in 1793 
(transferred to the Herreder (districts).  

3. Rytterdistrikter (cavalry districts).  From about 1670 national cavalry regiments were 
assigned royal land estates to provide financial support.  Many estates were probated in these 
districts until approximately 1770 (some discontinued earlier). 



4.  Herreder (districts).  Estates were probated in the districts from 1793 to about 1919, when 
the responsibility was shifted to the underrets dommer (local judge). 

   
LOCATING PROBATE RECORDS: 
The Cataloging Department of the Family History Library has referenced many probate records 
under the name of the parish, which serves as a good beginning point.  However, not all 
jurisdictions covering the parish are referenced there, so the following guidelines will be of value 
in locating the desired probates: 
 

1. Determine the geographical area 
2. Determine the name of the estate, district, county, city, Inland Revenue Office, or cavalry 

district having jurisdiction for your locality, using the following special guides: 
A. Sjælland and Møn:  Landsarkivet for Sjælland, Skifteprotokoller fra Godsarkiver 

m.m, FHL Call no. 948.91 P23s. 
B. Lolland-Falster:  Index of Probate Records for Maribo County, FHL Call no 

948.921, P22c. 
C. Fyn, Langeland, Tåsinge, and Ærø--Stedregister til skifteprotokoller 1680-1850, 

FHL Film 050125, or Stevenson, Joseph Grant, Danish Genealogical Research, 
Volume III, Probate Records for Fyn, Langeland and Ærø, FHL Call no 948.9 D27s 
v. 3. 

D. Odense County:  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Genealogical 
Department, Guide to Probate and Land Jurisdictions in Denmark, Odense County, 
FHL Call no. 948.931 P27o. 

E. Svendborg County:  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Genealogical 
Department, Guide to Probate and Land Jurisdictions in Denmark, Svendborg 
County, FHL Call no. 948.932 P27s. 

F. Jylland:  Stevenson, Joseph Grant, Danish Genealogical Research, Volume III, 
Probate Records for Jylland, FHL Call no 948.9 D27s v. 3, or the book Jens 
Sørensen og Maren Nielsdatter, by O. M. Hoffman-Bang, FHL Call no 948.9 A3h or 
FHL Film 1440085 Item 17. 

G. Bornholm:  Most probates are found under the jurisdiction of the country from 1681-
1761.  See Skifteret (Bornholm), Landdistrikternes Skifteskriver, 1681-1761 in the 
Family History Catalog.  For the period 1685-1787 see Hammershus Birk for the city 
of Allinge-Sandvig.  See also Skifteprotokoller, 1700-1919, which includes probates 
of Hasle Byret, Allinge-Sandvig Byret, Nørre Herred (Herredsret), and Hammershus 
Birk.  For Åkirkeby City see Skifteprotokoller, 1747-1898 under Åkirkeby Byret for 
those years. After 1761 most probate records for Bornholm will be found under the 
herreder (districts) of which there are four:  Nørre, Sønder, Vester, and Øster. 

H. Sønderjylland:  No guidebook has been compiled.  Search the Family History 
Library Catalog under the parish and county of interest to determine which probate 
records are available. 

 
It is usually not necessary to search all probate jurisdictions to locate the desired estate 
administration if the following general rules are followed: 

1. Individuals who resided in rural areas dying after 1793 will usually be found in the 
probate records of the Herred (District). 



2. Individuals who resided in rural areas who owned their own farms will usually be found 
in the probate records of the county (Amt) before 1793. 

3. Members of the clergy and schoolteachers will usually be found in the district deanery 
(Herreds Provsti) before about 1807 (varies by deanery). 

4. Individuals who resided in rural areas who leased their farms or houses dying before 
about 1793 will usually be found in the probate records of the rural estates (godser). 

5. Individuals who resided in the cities (Købstæder) will have their estates probated under 
the city jurisdiction. 

 
Probate Indexes and Extracts: 

1. Most probate jurisdictions have indexes, either at the end of each volume or a separate 
register.  Indexes may be alphabetical by given name or surname, by locality, or 
chronological.  If there are no indexes then you must search each volume until you locate 
the desired probate.  Generally, probate records will be in chronological order, so if you 
know the date the person died, your search can be shortened. 

2. Indexes and extracts of estate probates for the various counties have been compiled by 
the staff of the Family History Library.  These were compiled for parishes where early 
church records were either lost or destroyed.  To locate these records, consult the Family 
History Library Catalog under the name of the desired county, then search under the 
heading:  Probate records—Indexes.  CAUTION:  These extracts must be used with care 
as they do not contain all the information found in the probate and may contain errors.  It 
is always wise to consult the original records. 

3. Card Indexes of probate records have been compiled for various counties.  Consult the 
Family History Library under the heading:  Probate records—Indexes. 

 
ONLINE PROBATE INDEXES AND RECORDS: 
In 2011 digital images of probate records and indexes began to be made available on the same 
site as digitized parish registers and census records.  These images are available at 
arkivalieronline.dk under the auspices of Statens Arkiver.  To access the records click on Find 
din slægt, then click on skifter for your area.  Digital images of various probate records are 
available on FamilySearch under Denmark, Estate Records, 1436-1964.  Online indexes to 
probate records may be found under various locations by searching Google under “Danish 
Probate Indexes Online”.  A good example is indexes to probate records of Thisted, Viborg, 
Ålborg, and Randers found on the website Dansk Demografisk Database. 
 
CONTENTS OF PROBATE RECORDS: 
Skifteprotokoller: 

1. Date of probate 
2. Names of probate officials 
3. Name of decedent 
4. Place of residence of decedent at time of death 
5. Enumeration of legal heirs 
6. Residence(s) of heirs 
7. Ages of heirs are often given, especially minor children 
8. May include birth dates 
9. Names of husbands of married females 



10. Names and often relationships of guardians of minor children and widows 
11. Inventory of estate 
12. Debts of estate 

 
Overformynderiprotokoller: 

1. Name of the minor 
2. May provide the age or birth date of the minor 
3. Date(s) the inheritance is paid to the court 
4. Name and residence of the guardian 
5. Date the inheritance is paid to the minor 

 
VALUE OF PROBATE RECORDS: 

1. Establish relationships 
2. Establish residences 
3. Occupations are listed 
4. Often link 3 generations 
5. Clues for further research 
6. When church records are incomplete or missing, probate records can fill the gaps.  These 

records often pre-date existing church records. 
 

LIMITATIONS OF PROBATE RECORDS: 
1.  Deceased children will not be listed if they had no surviving heirs. 
2. Wives of male children are rarely listed. 
3. May be difficult to read due to deterioration of the records. 

 
COORDINATING WITH OTHER RECORDS SOURCES: 
Probate records should always be used in conjunction with other record sources to complete 
family group records.  When used with church, census, military, land, civil, and other court 
records, the likelihood of making incorrect ancestral connections is reduced. 
 
APPLICATION 
Two case studies will be presented to illustrate the value of probate Records. 
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Getting the Most from Danish Church Records 

 

Historical Background 

• In 1536, King Christian III confiscated the property of the Roman Catholic Church within 
his realm. Then he made the Evangelical Lutheran Church the state church. 

• In 1665 King Frederick III created an absolute monarchy. He passed a law that all his 
subjects had to belong to the state church. 

• Since 1849, when King Frederick VII assumed the throne, freedom of religion has existed 
in Denmark. 

• The state church is divided into stifte (diocese), provsti (deanery), sogn (parish). 
 

Parish Records 

• Oldest known Danish parish record was begun by the minister of Nakskov City. Only 
extracts exist. 

• Hjørtkjær Parish has the earliest existing parish record dating from 1573. 
• No specific form existed for the early records. Some ministers recorded all ordinances 

chronologically on the same page. Other ministers had separate pages for each type of 
ordinance. 

• Commonly, several of the smaller parishes had the same minister. Some parishes had 
separate books for each parish, others were recorded in different parts of the same book. 

• On December 11, 1812, by royal command, a printed form was to be used in each parish. 
• This form contained separate parts for each ordinance. 
• Two exact copies were to be kept: the minister’s copy (hovedministerialbog), which was 

the main church book, and the parish clerk’s copy (kontraministerialbog)—the counter 
church book. It is wise to consult both when available as one may contain more 
information than the other. Also, if pages are missing in one book, they may exist in the 
other. 
 

Birth and Christening Records Before 1814 

• Child’s name. 
• Generally, only the christening date is given, but sometimes the birth date is given. 
• Child was usually christened in the church on a Sunday or a holiday. 
• Dates often listed as feast days, which must be converted into the modern calendar. 
• The father’s name and occupation are given. Most often the surname of the father is a 

patronymic but may be listed as a locality name or occupation. 
• Many of the early records do not list the name of the mother. The witnesses to the 

christening are listed.  They are usually relatives, whose names and residences can 
provide clues to extend the ancestral lines. Each child is carried to the baptismal font by a 
godmother (may be a grandmother or an aunt). The other witnesses may be brothers and 
sisters of the parents. In early records the christenings of illegitimate children are often in 
a separate list. Sometimes they are combined with absolutions. 

 



 

Introductions 

• After each birth, the mother had to be received and introduced in the church. Sometimes 
the introduction occurred the same date as the christening, otherwise shortly after. 

• Most parish registers contain these lists. 
• Sometimes these records list the name of the mother (not always listed in the actual 

christening entry), but always list the father’s name. 
• Valuable when the child died before being christened and is not listed in the christening 

records. 
• This ordinance was abandoned in 1754, but in practice they continued in the records long 

after. 
 

Confirmation Records 

• The custom of confirmation was adopted in Denmark in 1736. 
• Children are usually confirmed between the ages 14 to 19. 
• The records will often list the name of each child, his or her age, and the name of the 

father along with his residence. 
• Earliest records may only list the name of the child. 
• Communion lists may also contain early confirmations (when the child received 

communion for the first time). 
 

Absolutions 

• Record of persons to whom absolution was given. 
• List the name of the offender. 
• Description of the offense (most often adultery). 
• The mother of an illegitimate child and the alleged (or acknowledged) father both had to 

receive a public remission. 
• When the name of the father is not given in an illegitimate child’s christening, it can be 

found in this record. 
• Date absolution is given. 

 

Betrothal Records 

• Usually contain the full name of the bride and groom, residences, marital status and 
occupations. 

• Date of engagement. 
• Names of sponsors, who are usually close relatives of the couple. 
• In most cases the records will state if the bride or groom has been widowed. 
• Usually discontinued in 1799. 
• Commonly recorded along with the marriage records. 

 

Marriage Records Before 1814 

• Usually contain the full name of the bride and groom, marital status, and residence. 
• May provide the date(s) of engagement. 
• Contain date of marriage. 



• Provide names of the sponsors (witnesses), who are often close relatives of the bride and 
groom. 

• Usually state if the bride or groom is a widow or widower. 
• A royal license is required to marry without banns. 

 
Death and Burial Records Before 1814 

• Most entries list the name of the deceased. 
• Usually list the last residence of the deceased. 
• Gives the date of the burial (often also the date of death). 
• Often give the age of the deceased. 
• Women are often listed with the name of their husband, but sometimes the entry will not 

list the wife’s name. 
 

Vaccinations 

• Records of children being vaccinated for smallpox. In the early 1800s Denmark there was 
a smallpox epidemic in Denmark. Vaccinations became law on March 4, 1810. Unless a 
person had natural immunity, vaccination was mandatory. 

• Name of child is given. 
• Sometimes gives age. 
• Residence of the child is usually given. 
• Father’s name is usually given. 
• Name of the doctor is usually listed. 
• Generally, the vaccination date was recorded in the parish register with the person’s 

confirmation and/or christening. 
• The date of vaccination can be used to establish correct identity. 

 

Birth and Christening Records After 1814 

• Birth and christening dates are listed. 
• The child’s given name is listed.  Later records also list the surname.   
• Parents’ names are listed. 
• Names of witnesses are given. 
• Residences and occupations are listed. 

 
Confirmation Records After 1814 

• List the names of the person confirmed. 
• List the name, residence and occupation of the father. Most often the name of the mother 

is also listed. 
• The age and/or the date of birth or christening will be listed. 
• Sometimes the place of birth will also be listed, especially if born outside the parish 

where the confirmation took place. 
• The person’s character and date of vaccination are required. 
• The date of the confirmation will be listed. 

 
Marriage Records After 1814 

• List the full names of the bride and groom, their residences and most often their ages. 
Sometimes places of birth are listed. 



• The marital statuses of the bride and groom are generally given. 
• If a widower or widow, often how many previous marriages they have had. 
• Sometimes names of fathers are given. 
• The names of two sponsors (witnesses) will be given. These are usually close relatives. 
• The occupations and residences of the sponsors (witnesses) are usually given. 

 

Incoming Lists (Arrivals) Post-1814 

• Begin in 1814 and continue until about 1875. 
• Generally, not kept current until approximately 1830. Many of the cities and large rural 

parishes didn’t keep them as they involved too much work. 
• Lists of persons moving into the parish. Usually record the name of the person, his or her 

age, the name of the parish of previous residence and the place in the new parish to which 
the individual is moving. 
 

Outgoing Lists (Removal Lists) Post-1814 

• Give the same information as the incoming lists, but the parish to which the person is 
moving is given instead of the parish from which the individual came. 

•  
Death Records After 1814 

• Contain both the death and burial dates. 
• Full name, occupation, last residence and age are given. 
• If the deceased is a child, the name, occupation and residence of the father will be given. 
• If the deceased is a married woman, the name occupation and residence of the husband 

will be given. If a widow, often the same information will be recorded. 
• Most stillbirths after 1814 are listed among the regular birth but may be kept in a separate 

section. 
 

Registers (Indexes) 

• Intended to be a general index of every person recorded in the church records, 
referencing the page where each event is recorded. 

• Very few parishes kept complete indexes. 
 

Websites 

• Arkivalieronline https://www.sa.dk 
• FamilySearch www.familysearch.org 
• Dansk Demografisk Database https://www.ddd.dda.dk/kiip/findkirkebog.asp 
• MyHeritage https://www.myheritage.com 
• Danish Family Search https://danishfamilysearch.com 
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 NORWEGIAN GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH 
Major Sources 
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BACKGROUND FOR RESEARCH 
 
Surnames 
 
Surnames are derived from four sources: 

• Patronymic.  Based on the given name of the father, such as Mons Arnesen (son of Arne) 
• Occupation.  Based on the individual’s trade, such as Arne Smed (blacksmith) 
• Nickname.  Based on the characteristic of a person, such as Siver Rødskjegg  (red beard) 
• Locality.  Based on a person’s farm name, such as Guttorm Engelsviken 

 
After about 1850 it was customary in the cities to take a permanent surname.  By 1900 many parts of Norway began 
using an established surname.  In some areas the use of patronymic surnames prevailed until the 1923 law requiring 
people to adopt a permanent surname.  At this time many Norwegians chose to take the name of their farm as their 
surname. 
 
Given Names 
 
Until 1900 a certain naming pattern was common in Norway.   The pattern was not strictly adhered to, but the 
pattern can be helpful in researching Norwegian families.  The pattern is as follows: 

• First male child named for the paternal grandfather. 
• Second male child named for the maternal grandfather. 
• First female child named for the maternal grandmother. 
• Second female child named for the paternal grandmother. 
• Additional children were often named for the great-grandparents. 
• If a person died and the surviving spouse remarried, the first child of the same sex as the decedent was 

given that name. 
 

CHURCH RECORDS 
 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church became the state church after the Reformation in 1536, becoming an arm of the 
national government.  The church keeps vital records for the government.  In April 1668 a resolution was adopted at 
a Congress of Deans to keep parish records, but it wasn’t until 1688 that the keeping of parish registers was required 
by law.  The earliest existing parish record dates from 1623, but the state church records are not available in most 
areas until about 1700. 
 
Prior to 1814 there is no uniform system of keeping parish registers.  A uniform system was introduced in December 
1812, but the standard form was not begun until the winter of 1814.  This form was replaced in 1820 with a new one 
and another in 1870.  For fear over possible destruction of church books the Ordinance of 1812 required that 
duplicate registers be kept in a different place from the original registers. 
 
Information Found in Church Records 
 
Baptisms (døpte):  A child was usually christened shortly after birth.  The records usually give the child’s name, the 
name(s) of parent(s) and residence, whether the child is legitimate or illegitimate, names of godparents and 
witnesses, and the christening date.  The birth date of the child may also be given as well as the father’s occupation.  
Stillbirths are usually recorded along with live births. 
 
Marriages (viede):  These records give the date of marriage and the names of the bride and groom.  Often the record 
also states whether the bride and groom were single or widowed and gives the names of sponsors.  In the earlier 
records the date of betrothal is often given.  After 1814 the records include additional information, such as the ages 



of the bride and groom, places of residence, occupations, and after 1830 the places of birth for the bride and groom 
along with their fathers’ names.  Marriages usually took place in the home-parish of the bride and the couples 
usually were in their 20s when they married. 
 
Burials (begravede):  Burials were recorded in the parish where the individual was buried.  Burials usually took 
place 1 to 2 weeks after the person’s death.  The burial records give the name of the deceased and date and place of 
burial.  After 1814, the deceased’s age, place of residence and occupation are listed.  For children, the child’s father 
is most often listed.  Stillbirths are generally recorded in burial records. 
 
Confirmations (konfirmasjon):  In 1736 the Lutheran church required that youth be instructed in catechism and 
pass a test before taking first communion.  The test and first communion were called confirmation.  No one could 
marry unless they had been confirmed.  The confirmation usually took place when the person was anywhere from 14 
to 20 years old.  Before 1814, the age and place of residence was recorded.  After 1814 the name of the head of 
household where the young person resided, the age or baptism date, and the place of residence and birth date are 
usually recorded.  From the 1830s parents’ names are also listed. 
 
CENSUS RECORDS 
 
Censuses have been taken by the Norwegian government and ecclesiastical authorities to determine population and 
for taxation.  These records detail information about familial relationships, age, year of birth, property descriptions, 
and birthplace, depending on the time period. 
 
Census Records, 1664 to the Present 
 
The first census in Norway was taken between 1664 and 1666.  The next census was taken in 1701.  The next census 
was not taken until 1801.  Another was taken in 1815 and every ten years after through 1875.  Beginning in 1890, a 
census was taken every ten years. 
 
The following information is found in the census records: 
 
1666 to 1666.  Two censuses were taken—one clerical and one civil.  They usually only list the names and ages of 
the household head and all male family members over age 12.  They cover only the rural areas.  Missing for some 
parts of the country. 
 
1701.  This census lists all male members of the family by name and age.  Covers the rural areas only.  Missing for 
some parts of the country. 
 
Middle-1700s.  A clerical census was taken called a sjeleregister (register of souls).  This census lists all members 
of the family and anyone living in the household.  Most of these records have been lost but exist for some areas.  
Rogaland is the only county where the complete census survives.  Some parish registers contain the lists of souls. 
 
1801.  All family members are listed in this census along with persons residing in the household, along with their 
relationships, ages and occupations. 
 
1815 to 1860.  Censuses were taken on a regular basis during these years but were mainly for statistical purposes.  
Those that have more than statistics have been microfilmed and are available at the Family History Library. 
 
1865.  In addition to the information given in the 1801 census, these census records provide the place of birth and 
information about the farm. 
 
1870.  This census covers only the cities and seaports.   
 
1875.  Contains information like the 1865 Census. 
 
1885.  Only for the cities and seaports. 
 



1891.  Covers the entire country. 
 
1900.  All inhabitants were registered. 
 
1910.  This census added the full birth date for each person in the household. 
 
Later censuses.  Censuses after 1910 are currently unavailable.  Norwegian law restricts access for 100 years. 
 
Census Indexes.  Many of the census records have been indexed on Digitalarkivet, FamilySearch, MyHeritage and 
The Norwegian Historical Data Centre. 
 
EMIGRATION 
The following emigration/immigration records are available at the Family History Library, many of which have 
been digitized: 

1. Emigrantprotokollane for Bergen, 1874-1924 (microfiche). 
2. Emigrantprotokoller for Ålesund, Møre og Romsdal, 1852-1923 (microfilm). 
3. Emigrantprotokoller for Trondheim, Sør-Trøndelag, 1867-1926 (microfilm). 
4. Emigrantprotokoller for Kristiania (Oslo), 1867-1966 (microfilm). 
5. Emigrantprotokoller for Kristiansand, Vest-Agder, 1873-1927 (microfilm). 
6. Emigrantprotokoller for Kristiansund, Møre og Romsdal, 1882-1959 (microfilm). 
7. Emigrantprotokoller for Larvik, Vestfold, 1887-1970 (microfilm). 
8. Emigrantprotokoller for Sandefjord, Vestfold, 1904-1921 (microfilm). 
9. Emigration Records, Scandinavian Mission (Denmark, Norway, Sweden, 1852-1920 (microfilm). 

 
PROBATE RECORDS 
 
Probate records are a type of court record listing the distribution of a person’s estate upon his/her death.  These 
records may include the date of death, names of heirs and guardians, relationships, residences, an inventory of the 
estate, names of probate officials and witnesses. 
 
Probate process: 
 
Before 1687 probate records were usually part of the general court records.  After 1687 probate records were 
separated from the other court records and handled by a probate judge. 
 
The probate process began when the authorities were notified of a person’s death.  The authorities then held a 
registration of the estate at the deceased’s residence.  If the decedent was a parent, the surviving spouse and all 
children still at home were required to be present.  Heirs residing outside the parish were given a certain time to 
present themselves to the court, depending on how far they had to travel.  If a widow was pregnant when her 
husband died, she had the right to keep possession of the estate until the birth of the child.  All guardians had to be 
present when the estate was settled. 
 
In 1687, laws for dividing property were established based on previous customs.  The surviving spouse received half 
of the estate.  The children divided the other half, each of the sons receiving twice as much as the daughters.  The 
law provided that guardians were to be appointed for minors (under age 25) as well as for a widow.  The law 
required that the children’s closest male relatives were to be appointed guardians—the relatives of the father first, 
then the relatives of the mother.  If no relatives were available, the court appointed the guardians. 
 
Availability of probate records: 
 
Most Norwegian probate records have been microfilmed and are available at the Family History Library.  Digitized 
probate records are also available on Digitalarkivet.   Many of the probate records have been indexed in the probate 
books themselves and special indexes that have been prepared.  These indexes may be indexed by given name, 
surname, or the name of the farm on which the person died. 
 
 



LOCAL HISTORIES 
 
The Family History Library has many local histories compiled for Norwegian parishes.  The histories are called 
bygdebøker, often referred to as “Farm Histories”.  These books contain statistical information about the parish and 
genealogical information about the families who resided on each farm for generations.  These histories should be 
consulted for information on your families, which can shorten your research time.  However, it is important that 
original records be consulted when researching your family as much of the information given in the histories will be 
in abbreviated form and it is not unusual to find clerical errors in these publications. 
 
LAND RECORDS 
 
Norwegian land records generally start in the 1700s.  They often contain information regarding real estate 
conveyances, mortgages, contracts, agreements, deeds, land leases, and auctions.  Oftentimes these records will 
provide information about a family, such as a spouse’s name, heirs and other relatives. 
 
For the period before 1700 you may need to search court records which contain property information.  The records 
before 1865 (and some later) are available at the Family History Library.  Many land records are available on 
Digitalarkivet. 
 
MILITARY RECORDS 
 
Norwegian military records include the following: 

• Muster Rolls 
• Personnel Files 
• Regimental Account Books 
• Officer Lists 
• Naval Records 

 
To use these records, you need to know the unit your person served in. 
 
Availability of military records: 
 
The Family History Library has most available military records 1643-1909. 
 
ONLINE RECORDS 
 
Following are some major sources of Norwegian records online: 
 
Vital Records 

• Digitalarkivet—digital images of Norwegian church records http://arkivverket.no/ 
• Kirkebøker—indexed parish registers  http://slektshistorielaget.no/   
• Registeringssentral for Historiske data—indexed parish records for some areas of Norway  http://rhd.uit.no/   
• Family Search—Norway Burials, 1666-1927; Norway Baptisms 1634-1927; Norway Marriages 1660-1926 

 
Censuses 

• Digitalarkivet—searchable index of Norwegian national censuses and some digital images 
http://arkivverket.no/ 

• FamilySearch—1875 Norwegian Census 
• MyHeritage 
• Registeringssentral for Historiske data—searchable index of Norwegian census records  http://rhd.uit.no/   

 
Court Records 
Digitalarkivet—digital images of court records http://arkivverket.no/ 
 
 

http://arkivverket.no/URN:db_read/db/41989/24/
http://slektshistorielaget.no/
http://rhd.uit.no/
http://arkivverket.no/URN:db_read/db/41989/24/
http://rhd.uit.no/
http://arkivverket.no/URN:db_read/db/41989/24/


Probate Records  
Digitalarkivet—indexes and digital images of Norwegian probate records http://arkivverket.no/ 
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WELSH GENEALOGICAL RECORDS 
 

Names 
Hereditary surnames were generally not used until the 16th and 17th Centuries. Before this the 
Welsh used a patronymic system. In addition to a given name, the mab, map, ab or ap (meaning 
son of) and the father’s given name were recorded. For daughters the word verch, rerch or ach 
was recorded (meaning daughter of). Examples Thomas ap John ap Owen, Gwenllian verch 
John. Over time given names became surnames. Example: Thomas John or Thomas Jones. 
 
Census Records 

• 1841 Taken on June 7. Lists each family member, their age, sex, address, occupation, and 
whether born in the county. Ages are usually rounded down to a multiple of 5 years for 
individuals over age 15. Relationships are not recorded. 

• 1851 Taken March 30 
• 1861 Taken April 7 
• 1871 Taken April 2 
• 1881 Taken April 3 
• 1891 Taken April 5 
• 1901 Taken March 31 
• 1911 Taken April 2 
• 1939 Wales Register 

 
The 1851 and later census records list names, ages, occupations, relationships to the head of 
household, parish and county of birth. Indexes and images for the 1841-1911 censuses available 
on Ancestry, FamilySearch and Findmypast. 
 
Church Records 
The parish is the basic unit of the Church of Wales. The minister of the parish was responsible 
for recording vital records of the members of his congregation. 
 
Christening (baptism) records: Children usually christened a short time after birth. They give 
at least the name of the child and the christening date. Often the name of the father, his 
occupation and residence. Later records usually provide the given name of the mother. 
 
Marriage records: Usually took place in the bride’s parish. Early records often only give the 
date of marriage and the names of the bride and groom. Later records give marital status, 
residence, groom’s occupation, fathers’ names and occupations, and signatures of witnesses. 
 
Burial records: Before 1813 these records give the name of the deceased, burial date, residence, 
sometimes the age and occupation. Sometimes the husband’s or father’s name is given. After 
1813 the records provide the name, age, residence, and burial date. 
 



Bishop’s Transcripts: Beginning in 1598, a copy of the parish register was made and sent to the 
bishop of the diocese.  If there are gaps in the parish registers or they are hard to read, the 
bishop’s transcripts may fill the void(s). 
 
Nonconformist records: An act was passed in 1662 requiring everyone to conform to the 
Church of England. Persons who did not conform were called nonconformists.  It is estimated 
that by 1851 about 75% of the Welsh people belonged to a nonconformist group. Indexes at 
FamilySearch 1588-1977; Ancestry 1567-1970). Lord Hardwicke’s Marriage Act required that a 
marriage be performed in the parish church of one of the spouses by an Anglican clergyman. The 
only exceptions were Jews and Quakers. Other denominations became valid in 1837 with the 
advent of civil registration. 
 
Civil Registration 
The government began recording births, marriages, and deaths on 1 July 1837. 
 
Birth Certificates: Give the child’s name, sex, birth date and place, parents’ names (mother’s 
maiden name), father’s occupation, informant’s signature, residence and relationship (if any). 
Rarely provide name of an illegitimate child’s father. 
 
Marriage Certificates: Give the marriage date, place, and denomination (if a church marriage), 
names of the bride and groom, whether single or widowed, ages, occupations, and residence(s), 
names and occupations of their fathers, signatures of the bride, groom, and witnesses. 
 
Death Certificates: Give the name, age and occupation of the deceased, death date, place, and 
cause of death, signature, relationship and residence of the informant. Sometimes give a spouse’s 
name, parent’s name often provided if the decedent is a child. 
 
Indexes: Available on Ancestry (1837-1915) FreeBMD, FamilySearch (births 1837-2008; 
marriages 1837-2005; deaths 1837-2007). 
 
Ordering Records: Can be ordered online from the General Register Office or from local 
registrars. GRO has a pilot service providing PDF copies of birth records 1837-1917 and death 
records 1837-1957, which cost £6. Must include index reference. Marriage certificates are not 
part of the PDF service. They must be ordered under the GRO’s regular service for £9.25.  URL: 
https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/login.asp 
 
 
Probate Records 
 
Types of Probate Records 
 
Will. Technically, a will conveys real (immovable) property to heirs after an individual’s death. 
A registered will is an official copy made by a court clerk. 
 



Testament. A testament conveys personal (movable) property to heirs. Eventually referred to 
both a will and a testament. 
 
Administration, Letters of Administration, or Admon. Refer to a document appointing 
someone to supervise the estate’s distribution for someone who died intestate (without a valid 
will). This document usually gives the name of the administrator, who was usually a relative of 
the deceased. 
 
Admon with Will. Grants administration to someone else when the executor named in the will is 
deceased, unwilling, or unable to act as executor. A copy of the will is attached. 
 
Inventory. Lists belongings and their values, including such items as household goods, tools, 
and personal items. Occupations are often mentioned. 
 
Bond. A bond is a written guarantee that a person will faithfully perform the tasks assigned to 
him by a probate court. The executor posted a testamentary bond, the administrator posted an 
administration bond, and the guardian of a minor child posted a bond of tuition or curation. 
 
Probating a Will 
Usually the location of the deceased property determined which court had jurisdiction.  The 
probate process began by presenting the will to the court. The court recorded a probate act 
authorizing executors to carry out the will’s provisions. The original will was endorsed and filed 
in the court’s records. A handwritten copy was given to the executors. (Before 1600 the 
executors may have received the original.) The clerk may also have copied the will into a book 
of registered wills. 
 
Pre-1858 Probate Courts 
In Wales, four types of church courts probated wills: peculiar, archdeaconry, Bishops’, and the 
Prerogative Court of Canterbury. Usually the court with primary jurisdiction probated the will, 
but wealth, status, or convenience could have affected which court was used. 
 
The four types of Welsh probate courts: 
Peculiar courts had limited jurisdiction over small areas (sometimes just one parish). The only 
peculiar court in Wales is the Hawarden Peculiar, which covers Hawarden parish in Flintshire. 
 
Archdeaconry courts were divisions of a diocese. The only archdeaconries which had probate 
jurisdiction were in the diocese of St. David’s. The probate records for St. David’s diocese were 
divided into two groups: The Archdeaconry Court of Brecon, and the combined archdeaconries 
of St. David’s, Cardigan, and Carmarthen and Gower. 
 
Bishops’ courts (also called episcopal, commissary, diocesan, or consistory courts) were the 
highest local courts. In Wales there were four main bishops’ courts: Bangor, Llandaf, St. Asaph, 
and St. David’s. A small area in Flintshire and Denbighshire was under the jurisdiction of the 
Bishops’ Court of Chester in England. Parts of Monmouth, Montgomeryshire and Radnorshire 
were under the jurisdiction of the Bishops’ Court of Hereford in England. 
 



The Prerogative Court of Canterbury (PCC) was the highest court. This court was used if the 
deceased had property in more than one diocese. 
 
Availability 
Original wills in Wales have survived from 1565, depending on the court where they were 
probated. The courts have wills from then until 1858, when ecclesiastical probate courts were 
abolished. 
 
Post-1857 Probate Courts 
On 11 January 1858, the Principal Probate Registry replaced all ecclesiastical probate courts. All 
wills and administrations were then probated at district courts or at a central court in London 
called the Principal Registry. Online indexes available 1858-1966 for both wills and 
administrations at ancestry.com under search Tax, Criminal, Land & Wills records. Indexes also 
available at FamilySearch 1858-1957. 
 
Estate Duty Wills and Administrations 
Beginning in 1796 a tax was levied on probates of estates valued over £10. Copies of the probate 
documents were filed with the Estate Duty Office in London when the tax was paid. Over the 
years various exceptions to the laws could have exempted the tax from being paid and a will 
from being filed. 
 
Estate Records 
 
The National Library of Wales has many estate records. Most county record offices have 
collections of estate papers. The staff of the National Library of Wales is preparing indexes to 
estate records. The documents are grouped in three main categories: personal records, business 
records, and government records.  
 
The address for the National Library of Wales is:  
National Library of Wales 
Aberystwyth 
Ceredigion 
SY23 3BU 
Wales 
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Fantastic and Fun Filled World of the FamilySearch Wiki 
and Catalog 

What is the FamilySearch Wiki? 

“The FamilySearch Wiki is a tool for finding information about subjects, records that may have 
been generated about your ancestors, and the places in which the records might be found. It is a 
vast information depository.”1  

The FamilySearch Wiki contains information from 244 countries, territories, and islands.  

On the Wiki you will not find specific information about your ancestors, instead you will find 
information about the region where your ancestor may have lived as well as information and 
links to records that may pertain to your ancestor.  

There are a few things that you should start with before you begin your FamilySearch wiki 
adventure. 

• Think about what you want to find about your ancestor. Be specific. 
• Consider the location where that event might have happened. The more you can narrow 

your search, the more successful you will be. 
• Think about which specific records might contain the information you are seeking. 

You will want to use the FamilySearch wiki before you begin research and during the research 
process since it will help you better understand the area your ancestor lived in and what records 
are avaible and what information they may contain.  

You can find the FamilySearch Wiki at www.familysearch.org 

Click on search and use the drop-down menu to click on Research Wiki. From here you can 
search from three places, the top right corner, search by topic in the middle, or you can click on 
the map.  

Once you have determined where you want to search, you can click anywhere on the page that is 
blue (it is a hyperlink) and it will lead you to either a new wiki page or in some cases a 
searchable database.  

Remember: The sidebar on the right contains topics; such as record types, and research 
strategies. 

                                                             
1 FamilySearch Wiki (www.familysearch.org/wiki), “FamilySearch Wiki: About Us,” rev. 17:18, 10 December 
2018. 
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Anything in blue is a hyperlink and will lead you to another page. 

Use the record finder to help plan your research!! 

Don’t be afraid to explore. You can always start over. 

What is the FamilySearch Catalog? 

“The Catalog is a guide to birth, marriage, and death records; census records; church registers; 
books; periodicals; family histories and many other records that contain genealogical 
information. These records may be searchable online, on microfiche or microfilm, in a book or in 
a computer file.”2 

Before you search the catalog, you need to decide whom you will be researching and what you 
want to know. This will help you narrow down a location and the records you will be looking 
for. 

You can access the FamilySearch catalog much the same way as you would the FamilySearch 
wiki except you click on catalog in the search drop-down menu. 

 
DO THIS TYPE OF SEARCH3 TO FIND THE FOLLOWING TYPES OF CATALOG 

ENTRIES 

PLACE SEARCH  Look for a record by the name of a place (locality) where an 
ancestor lived. 

SURNAMES SEARCH  Find family histories (and more) by a particular family name. 

TITLES  Search Find a record by its title. 

AUTHOR SEARCH  To find the works of an author by his name (individual or 
corporate). 

SUBJECTS SEARCH  To discover works based on the topics they cover. 

KEYWORDS SEARCH  Get a record using any words or phrases in significant parts 
of its catalog entry. 

CALL NUMBER SEARCH  See catalog entries by finding their book, compact disc, or 
pedigree call number. 

FILM/FICHE NUMBER SEARCH  See catalog details by finding the Library's microfilm or 
microfiche number. 

Remember to do your places searches from the largest jurisdiction to the smallest  

• Example: United States, Indiana, Hendricks, Plainfield 
• England, Somerset 

If you see a key over the camera icon you will need to visit a Family History Center or Family 
History Library Affiliate  

                                                             
2 FamilySearch Wiki (www.familysearch.org/wiki), “Introduction to the FamilySearch Catalog,” rev.7:40, 

22 November 2018.  
3 FamilySearch Wiki (www.familysearch.org/wiki), “Introduction to the FamilySearch Catalog,” rev.7:40, 

22 November 2018. 



 ONE BRANCH AT A TIME GENEALOGY ©ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 2019 

If you see a magnifying glass, you can search the collection, however, it may not all be indexed 
so you may not find the targeted individual. In this case, search the images before assuming that 
they are not there.  

 

Helpful Links 

FamilySearch Wiki Information 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/FamilySearch_Wiki:FamilySearch_Research_Wiki 

How to use the FamilySearch Wiki (Tutorial) 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Main_Page?walkme=446767 

Introduction to the FamilySearch Catalog 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Introduction_to_the_FamilySearch_Catalog 

 



Olsen-Beginning Danish Research 

Where do you begin your Danish research? 
1. Ask yourself what do you know about your ancestor? His/Her name, date and place of 

residence. 
1. birth records, marriage records or death records? Christenings, engagements, or 

burials? 
2. What does the records tell me? 
3. Where do you go next? 
4. What record do I search next? 
5. What do I want to find? 
6. What records will tell me what I needed to know? 
7. How do I read the records? 
8. What about illegitimate children? How do I find the father or the mother? 
9. Why do you want to find them in every census record? 
10. Why is it important to keep a research log? 
11. What is a source? 
12. Why should I add sources my record? 

 
Birth/christening 

1. Birth/christening date  

2. Father’s name -occupation- and residence  

3. Sometimes mother’s name  

4. Child’s name 

5. Witness name, occupation, and residence  

6.  The first female name listed after the child’s name; usually was the person that carried 

the child to baptism/christening. Almost always a relative of one of the parents. If male 

and female names are together; usually Godparents  

7. If the child is illegitimate, the record will usually indicate the fathers name.  

What if there is only one date listed? The date is a christening date, can be written as a feast 

day.  

The birth record may contain introduction date of the mother or vaccination date.  

Engagement and Marriage  

1. Engagement usually contains the most information concerning the couple  

2. Engagement records may contain 2 or 3 dates of banns  

3. Engagement records contain two sponsors name, occupation, and residence. One for 

the bride and one for the groom. They have to know the person’s character. Usually 

male family member. Father or brother or uncle  

4.  May contain a marriage date  

5. May not find marriage record. May only find engagement record 



Marriage records  

1. Usually contains name of bride and groom 

2. Bride and groom residence, occupation, age, and vaccination date 

3. May contain father’s name, his occupation, and residence  

4. Bride or groom’s birth date and place  

5. Sponsors name, occupation, and residence  

6.  marriage date.  

 

Death/burial  

1. Date of death and or burial 

2. Name of person if male and occupation with residence 

3. Father or husband’s name for the wife or child. May have wife’s name or child’s name, 

or may not have names. 

4. Stillborn may show age and father’s name and residence, may or may not indicate male 

or female or name of child. A child can still be called Stillborn if they died a few hours or 

weeks later.   

5. Age of deceased 

Other record 

1. Confirmation records: usually about 14-19, can be older. Helps to verify if the child lived 

to 14-16 years old. Helps with child and parent’s relationship and residence.  May 

contain birth date and place. May help with birth information if birth records are 

missing. A person has to be confirmed before they can get married. 

2. Census records: Will help you build family groups, may show names, relationships, and 

residence. May help with age and birth place- birth age may not be correct-A person’s 

name may be spelled wrong.  

3. Moving in and out record: The record indicates where he/she is residing and where they 

are going to or where they are coming into the parish from. May help with locating a 

person in another census.  

4. Probate records: helps with family groups, residence, relationships. May contain one or 

more generations. 

5. Land Records: helps with father to son relationships and verify the right male person  

6. Guardianship record may contain children’s relationship to guardian and another 

information  

7. Military records will tell you the male child’s age, birth place, and residence along with 

father’s name. May help you locate and follow a male child throughout the parish 

records and help you know if this is the right ancestor. 

8. Vaccination records may help to verify the right child to the right father or parent(s) 



United States  

What records may contain information concerning your Swedish Residence.  

1. US State Censuses records may have additional information.  

2. Church records in the United States  

3.  Naturalization Records or passports  

4. Social Security application records  

5.  Death Records  

6. Obituary Records  

7. Newspapers  

8. Emigration Records (Maybe spelled different or use a different first and/or last name.  

9. Life Sketches and/or family members  

10. Old Pedigree charts or Temple cards   

11. Probate/Wills 



Olsen-Danish Websites 

Denmark  
1. http://www.sa.dk/- The State Archives of Denmark- includes digitized parish church books, 
probates records, and censuses records. This website is not complete but new digitized records 
are added periodically. Sealand probates are the first that are being digitized.  

2. http://www.ddd.dda.dk The State of Denmark Census Index includes 1787, 1801-1834-1840-
every five years until 1860 –every 5 to ten years. 1901, 1906, 1911, 1916, 1921, 1925, 1930. Has 
a searchable database for the Island of Sealand in 1771 for males only  

3. http://www.digdag.dk -interactive Map of Denmark  

4. http://www.krabsen.dk Gazetteer of Denmark villages/farm  

5. https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/-Denmark Learn all about Denmark records  

6. http://www.odensedatabasen.dk/ -Odense county database  
7. https://www.danishfamilysearch.com/ 
8. https://www.dis-danmark.dk/kort/kort.htm 
9.http://www.myheritage.com 
 
Sweden  
1.( New web- version)) https://app.arkivdigital.se –or (Old Version) http://www.arkivdigital.net/ 
This is a paid site but contains parish records, household examination records, some estate and 
probate record with more added.  

2. http://swedishgenealogyguide.com/archives/category/swedish-databases  and 
http://swedishgenealogyguide.com/archives/tag/swedish-birth-records 

3. http://www.arkivdigital.net/swedish-genealogy How to search various type of Swedish 
records 

4. https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Sweden_Online_Genealogy_Records a list of Swedish 
websites  

5. https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Sweden Learn all about Sweden’s records and great 
parish maps 

6. http://www.ancestry.com- has great Sweden records  

7. http://www.dis.se/en.html - A Swedish gold mine for family history researchers  
8. http://runeberg.org/rosenberg/ 
9.http://www.myheritage.com-1860 to ?- adding records – Household Records have been 
indexed  
 
All Scandinavian –  
1. https://familysearch.org/learningcenter/home.html- how to do research in the Scandinavian 
countries.  
2. http://www.cyndislist.com/scandinavia/ - a list of websites for Scandinavian and Nordic  
3. http://www.myheritage.com 
4. http://www.ancestry.com 
For more information – See my Book: Key to Scandinavian Research Bundle 



Olsen-Danish Websites 

Denmark  
1. http://www.sa.dk/- The State Archives of Denmark- includes digitized parish church books, 
probates records, and censuses records. This website is not complete but new digitized records 
are added periodically. Sealand probates are the first that are being digitized.  

2. http://www.ddd.dda.dk The State of Denmark Census Index includes 1787, 1801-1834-1840-
every five years until 1860 –every 5 to ten years. 1901, 1906, 1911, 1916, 1921, 1925, 1930. Has 
a searchable database for the Island of Sealand in 1771 for males only  

3. http://www.digdag.dk -interactive Map of Denmark  

4. http://www.krabsen.dk Gazetteer of Denmark villages/farm  

5. https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/-Denmark Learn all about Denmark records  

6. http://www.odensedatabasen.dk/ -Odense county database  
7. https://www.danishfamilysearch.com/ 
8. https://www.dis-danmark.dk/kort/kort.htm 
9.http://www.myheritage.com 
 
Sweden  
1.( New web- version)) https://app.arkivdigital.se –or (Old Version) http://www.arkivdigital.net/ 
This is a paid site but contains parish records, household examination records, some estate and 
probate record with more added.  

2. http://swedishgenealogyguide.com/archives/category/swedish-databases  and 
http://swedishgenealogyguide.com/archives/tag/swedish-birth-records 

3. http://www.arkivdigital.net/swedish-genealogy How to search various type of Swedish 
records 

4. https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Sweden_Online_Genealogy_Records a list of Swedish 
websites  

5. https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Sweden Learn all about Sweden’s records and great 
parish maps 

6. http://www.ancestry.com- has great Sweden records  

7. http://www.dis.se/en.html - A Swedish gold mine for family history researchers  
8. http://runeberg.org/rosenberg/ 
9.http://www.myheritage.com-1860 to ?- adding records – Household Records have been 
indexed  
 
All Scandinavian –  
1. https://familysearch.org/learningcenter/home.html- how to do research in the Scandinavian 
countries.  
2. http://www.cyndislist.com/scandinavia/ - a list of websites for Scandinavian and Nordic  
3. http://www.myheritage.com 
4. http://www.ancestry.com 
For more information – See my Book: Key to Scandinavian Research Bundle 



Olsen -Where do you begin Your Swedish Research? 

United States  

What records may contain information concerning your Swedish Residence.  

1. US State Censuses records may have additional information.  

2. Church records in the United States  

3.  Naturalization Records or passports  

4. Social Security application records  

5.  Death Records  

6. Obituary Records  

7. Newspapers  

8. Emigration Records (Maybe spelled different or use a different first and/or last name.  

9. Life Sketches and/or family members  

10. Old Pedigree charts or Temple cards   

11. Probate/Wills  

Sweden  

The parish books may contain birth/christening, marriage, and death in one book. 

1. Birth/christening Record: contains parents name, occupation, residence, sometimes age 

of mother and witnesses (witnesses usually are relatives).  The record will help you find 

the parents in the household records   

2. Death Record: contains name of deceased person, age, and residence. If the person is a 

child, the record will at least list father’s name, and residence.  

3. Marriage record: Contains the bride and groom’s names, residence, sponsors, and 

marriage date. Sometimes relationship to sponsors as a father or brother. 

4. Moving in and out records- help to locate the person moving into or out of the parish 

and the place they are moving to or page number, if within the same parish. 

5. Household Records- help with building family groups with name, birth dates, birth place, 

relationships, death dates, marriage dates, and moving information.  

How can this information help you find other information?  

What is this information telling me? 

Database  

1. https://www.familysearch.org  

2. https://Ancestry.com 

3. https://app.arkivdigital.se  

4. https://www. myheritage.com  

5. Google  



6. Other databases   

7. barbsnow.net/Sweden.htm 

8. http://swedishgenealogyguide.com/ 

9. http://swedishgenealogyguide.com/links 

You always start with what you know to what you don’t know.  

1. You need to locate a parish and county in Sweden to be able to locate your ancestor 

because personal names came be the same.  

2. Once you locate the locality of the place in Sweden; locate the birth/christening record.  

The birth record will indicate the small farm/village of their residence.  

3. Look in the household records in the year of his/her birth and the farm/village name 

which usually is in front of the household books. Once you locate a household record 

you will be able to follow your family through out the household records. The household 

records cover about 5 to 10 years.   

Other records  

1. Estate records/ probate records - help build family groups, may contain more than one 

generation, indicate relationships, date of death. 

Discussion on what happen when you can’t find your ancestor in the household records.  



Ort – Strengthen Family with Stories 

Instructor 

Tony Ort 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Overview 

Family stories are everywhere. We all have stories from our own experiences we 

love telling and our families love hearing. Most of us know personal or family stories 

shared with us by our parents and grandparents.  

This session is not about the various means and methods of recording our stories. It’s 

about giving us reasons and motivation to discover, share and record our family’s 

stories as a way of building a stronger, happier family, better connected to each other 

and more prepared to stand up to the challenges of life. 

Resources 

� Feiler, B. (2012). The Stories That Bind Us. New York Times 

� Fivush, R. (Nov 19, 2016). “The “Do You Know?” 20 Questions About Family 

Stories” psychologytoday.com. Aug 16, 2019, 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-stories-our-lives/201611/the-do-

you-know-20-questions-about-family-stories 

� Laura Ingalls Wilder Historic Home & Museum. Aug 16, 2019, 

http://lauraingallswilderhome.com/ 

� Crossman, M. (May 25, 2018). “How to Track Down Your Long-Lost Relatives in 

the Old Country, Wherever That May Be” Thrillist. Aug 16, 2019, 

https://www.thrillist.com/amphtml/travel/nation/find-family-ancestors-

genealogy-sites 

�  (Publication date). “My Family. Stories That Bring Us Together.” My Family – 

Stories That Bring Us Together. Aug 16, 2019, 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&ved=

2ahUKEwjG_rS-

kojkAhUEup4KHYhDCJcQFjABegQIAxAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lds.

org%2Fbc%2Fcontent%2Fldsorg%2Ftopics%2Fmy-family-booklet-

pdf%2Fenglish-whole-

pdf.pdf%3Flang%3Deng&usg=AOvVaw3m_N0v0JVMd8VCntTi9Zb4 
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Strawberries and a Corpse 
 

Family Roots Conference 
September 27-28, 2019 

St. George, Utah 
 

Presenters: 
Charlene Paul, Owner 

Motivational Communications LLC 
 

Session Description 
 

Everybody has a story. If you were born and lived, you have a story. Writing your story 
might be the most important thing you can do before you leave this earthly existence. In 
a couple of generations, no one walking the earth will have walked it at the same time 
as you. No one will have held your hand, looked deeply into your eyes, or sat on the 
sofa and listened to your stories. Nobody wants to be forgotten. No one wants to feel 
like their life counted for little more than a name and a couple of dates on someone’s 
family group sheet. 
 
If you have kept a journal throughout your life, writing your story won’t seem so 
daunting. You can call those journals the story of your life and bequeath them to the 
next generation for sharing and safe-keeping. 
 
But what if writing in a journal never crossed your mind? What if you never fancied 
yourself a writer? What if the bank no longer considers you a good risk for a 30-year 
mortgage? How could you possibly find the time to write that much history? And where 
would you begin anyway? 
 
Your story is not one, big, epic saga. Much like a library that houses stories in volumes 
of books, magazines, newspapers, periodicals, historical documents, and papers, your 
story is made up of smaller stories.  
 
The glory of writing your story is that you can do it, one story at a time. You decide the 
stories you will share. You decide how to organize your stories. 
 
In this class, we will discuss where to begin and how to remember stories hidden in the 
tucks and folds of our minds. We will learn that no one’s life went as originally planned 
and that it is those zigs and zags that make our lives interesting.  
 
Each class member will receive a pen and a story-writing workbook so they can write 
their stories as they remember them. 
 
For more information, email Charlene at charlene@motivationalcommunicationsllc.com. 



Deeper Analysis:  
Techniques for Successful Problem Solving 

 

Elissa Scalise Powell,  
Certified Genealogist®, Certified Genealogical LecturerSM 

 
Elissa@PowellGenealogy.com 

Copyright ©2019 Elissa Scalise Powell 
 

When analyzing genealogical evidence, there are some common techniques which help us think 
about the data collected around a research question in ways that we might not otherwise see. 
Common patterns or threads help us to tie the evidence together to create a clearer picture of what 
the truth might be. The Genealogical Proof Standard states that analysis and data correlation is 
necessary, but what techniques should we employ to achieve that goal? 
 
What is a Problem? 
 Something that has an unknown answer. 
 A question that has a working theory but is not proven. 
 Research answers which conflict with each other. 
 
The Research Process 
 Research Question: one of identity, relationship, or event 
  ↓ 

Research Plan 
↓ 

 Research in Quality Sources producing Evidence 
↓ 

 Evidence Analysis 
↓ 

     Conclusion 
  ↓ 

        “Proof” 
 
Standards 

Genealogical Proof Standard 
“Tests—through processes of analysis and correlation—of all sources, information items, 

and evidence contributing to an answer to a genealogical question or problem” 
 
      Reasoning from Evidence (nos. 37–50) 

46. Evidence independence. 
47. Evidence correlation. 
48. Resolving evidence inconsistencies. 
49. Unresolved evidence inconsistencies. 
50. Assembling conclusions from evidence. 

  Board for Certification  
 of Genealogists 



Strategies 
Proof Argument 
 The process of proving each step will make you revisit your data. 
 Shows you where assumptions may be and where you need more evidence. 

 
     Comparison charts 

 by grouping a certain record set about a person or a family 
o compare all census years, deeds, military service, death cause, occupations, … 

 by common family characteristics in a chart 
 
     Correlation  

By sources 
o correlate related record groups together such as plot plan, tax lists, and census 

By chronology 
o identifies missing data 
o highlights illogical and contradictory data 
o shows who lived concurrently 
o can help sort out multiple individuals with the same name 
o can see what events shaped their lives when compared with historical events 

By geography 
o migration map 
o plot maps 

 
Narrative family history 
 Helps to see where the holes in our knowledge exist. 
 Tests our logic and progression of events. 

 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Board for Certification of Genealogists. Genealogy Standards. Nashville: Turner Pub. Co., 2014. 
______. Genealogy Standards. 2nd ed. Nashville: Turner Pub. Co., 2019. 
Croom, Emily. Unpuzzling Your Past Workbook. Cincinnati, OH: Betterway Books, 1996. 
Greenwood, Val D. The Researcher’s Guide to American Genealogy. 4th ed. Baltimore, MD: 
  Genealogical Publishing Co., 2017. 
Kintner, Elgin P., MD. Edward Kintner and Glada Snyder: Ancestral Genealogy and Tour  
 Guide. Maryville, TN: privately published, 1994. 
Mills, Elizabeth Shown. Evidence Explained: Citing History Sources from Artifacts to 

Cyberspace. 3rd ed. revised. Baltimore, MD: Genealogical Publishing Co., 2017. 
______, editor. Professional Genealogy: A Manual for Researchers, Writers, Editors, Lecturers  

and Librarians. Baltimore, MD: Genealogical Publishing Company, 2001.  
Acree family history: http://acreetree.net  
Animated timeline and history of the United States: www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html  
Free personalized timeline intermixed with history: www.OurTimelines.com  
Hardiness Zones: interactive map at https://planthardiness.ars.usda.gov/PHZMWeb   
Charts and forms: https://cyndislist.com/charts  
Gen Detective software program and charts: https://www.rumblesoftinc.com/index.cfm  
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TIMELINE FOR TWO COUPLES AND CHILDREN 
 
 

(him) (her)    (him) (her) 
Birth     

Marriage   

Married 
2nd 

    

Death     

Children 
Date, Place 
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COMPARISON TABLE 
Age, Birth Place, Father Birth Place, Mother Birth Place, Occupation 

 
 

Person 
 

     

1870 Census 
Age / Place  

          

1880 Census 
Age / Place 

           

1900 Census 
Age / Place 

          

 BIRTH PLACE FOR FATHER AND MOTHER OF PERSON 
1880 Census 

Father/Mother 
          

1900 Census 
Father/Mother 

          

 OCCUPATIONS 
1870 Census 
Occupation 

     

1880 Census 
Occupation 

     

1900 Census 
Occupation 
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FROM RESEARCH QUESTION TO WRITING 
RESEARCH REPORTS: Writing As You Go 

 

Elissa Scalise Powell, CG®, CGLSM 
Elissa@PowellGenealogy.com 

Copyright 2019 Elissa Scalise Powell 
 
 
From formulating the research question through research planning and execution, the process of 
“writing as you go” for yourself and others, will make you a more efficient researcher. 
 

Standards for Writing include: 
o Genealogical Proofs: 51–54 
o Assembled Research Results: 55-66 
o Special-Use Genealogical Products, Standard 67, Reports 

 
Research Report Sections–for every research problem, not just those for others 

1. Identification of the intended recipient 
2. Identification of the writer 
3. Preparation date 
4. Subject or focus of the paper 

o Name(s) of the focus of the research with identifying date and place 
5. Summary of problem background before research 

o Any narrative description of the problem 
o Citations to documents received before the project start 
o Pedigree charts, family group sheets, or reference to established online trees 

6. The research goal or objective 
o Questions should be one of relationship, identity, or event. 

7. Any limitations of resources, records, or time 
o Time limits include authorized client hours or if needed by a certain date.  
o Expense cap 
o Records limitations includes noting unindexed or partially indexed records, the 

1890 census, or records in a foreign language. 
o Access limitations include waiting for ordered documents, repository access or 

source authorization restrictions, or records not publicly held. 
8. Identification of repositories or collections used 
9. Succinct narrative summary of findings  
10. Report notes: detailed discussion of positive and negative research, transcriptions, 

abstracts, findings, analysis, comments, log, charts, etc. 
11. Further recommendations 
12. Bibliography of records consulted (Source list) (can act as index to copies provided) 
13. Appendixes: charts, photocopies, pedigrees, etc. 



 

 
 YOUR NAME 

ADDRESS, ETC.
 

 
DATE 

 
TO:  
Recipient’s name 
Recipient’s address 
Recipient’s city, state, or email address 
 
SUBJECT:  
WHO OR WHAT IS THE SUBJECT OF THE RESEARCH [Names of person(s) who is/are the target of the search.] 
 
BACKGROUND SUMMARY: 
EVIDENCE FROM INFORMATION YOU HAVE AS IT PERTAINS TO THE RESEARCH QUESTION. This could 
be a copy and paste from an email you received. 
 
GOAL: 
Focused Research Question 
 
ANY RESTRICTIONS: 
Time, repository access, record limitations, etc. 
 
REPOSITORIES 
WHERE YOU CONDUCTED RESEARCH, BOTH ONLINE AND OFF. 
 
 
KEY FINDINGS  
[Discussion and analysis of the evidence, and correlation of data found to date, which addresses the goal] 
 
 
RESEARCH NOTES  
[Raw notes about each step in the plan or source as you examine them. Transcripts, abstracts and other data 
collection devices go here along with sources. Acts like a Research Log.] 
 
 
FURTHER RESEARCH SUGGESTIONS  
[At the beginning, place your Research Plan here. Be as detailed as you possibly can. Move each item to the 
Research Notes as you do them. What is left at the end should be your Further Suggestions along with any new ideas 
you added during the research process.] 
 
 
DOCUMENTS PROVIDED  
[Citations in Source List or Reference Note format of what was provided with the report, not everything searched.] 
 
 
IMAGES and DOCUMENTS 
Documents, images, maps can be inserted at the end of the report along with their source citations (reference source 
format) 
 
 
From Research Question to Report: Writing as You Go  ©2019 Elissa Scalise Powell, CG, CGL 



 

PROCESS SUMMARY 
1. Understand the goal 
2. Create hypothesis or define a research question 
3. Analyze the current state of the problem and summarize it 
4. Identify all sources and repositories for information 
5. Design plan for accessing and examining 
6.  Research and collect information 

a. reading handwriting correctly 
b. understanding fully the words used 
c. rendering precisely all data 
d. placing names, dates, etc. in context 
e. collect data without bias or judgment 
f. information source is acknowledged 

7. Analyze and evaluate results 
8. Write conclusion along with suggestions for continuing 

Building the Report  
1. Use template with letterhead to record recipient and date. (nos. 1, 2, 3) 
2. Record subject, goal, and limitations. (nos. 4, 6, 7) 
3. Organize preliminary information and describe the problem. (no. 5)  
4. Develop research plan; place in Future Recommendations section. (no. 11)  
5. Place planned repositories in Repository section. (no. 8)  
6. For each repository, move the next research plan item to Research Notes and cite 

source that is examined. (From no. 11 to 10) 
7. Extract information, make comments, record negative research, and change research 

plan accordingly. (no. 10) 
8. Append images to the report when you encounter them; place citations on image 

pages and in Documents Provided section. (nos. 12, 13)  
9. Insert information in timeline, chart, or other organizational aid.  
10. Write narrative summary with footnotes. (no. 9)  
11. Insert footer with page number and report ID.  
12. Insert appendices and index if needed. 
13. Proofread the report. 

 
EFFICIENCY TIPS 

 Use a template for the report. 
 Use a list of common source citations. 
 Track positive and negative research results in the detailed Notes or a Research Log. 
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 Use appropriate presentation techniques. 
o Narratives are the most reader friendly 
o List to present statements in a bulleted fashion 
o Timeline to organize and present data chronologically 
o Table to compare and contrast data 
o Map to organize and present data geographically 
o Genealogical Summary in NGSQ or Register style 
o Proof Arguments 

 Append sources to the document for easy consultation during the project. 
 Don’t get distracted: Place side questions in the Future Recommendations section. 
 O.H.I.O.: Capture images when first examined and place in report, properly cited. 
 Be creative! Let the data suggest how best to organize it. 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 

Board for Certification of Genealogists. The BCG Genealogical Standards Manual. Orem, UT: 
Ancestry Publishing, 2000. 

_____. Genealogy Standards. Nashville, TN: Turner Publishing, 2014. 
Curran, Joan Ferris, Madilyn Coen Crane & John H. Wray. Numbering Your Genealogy: Basic 

Systems, Complex Families and International Kin. Revised ed. Arlington, VA: National 
Genealogical Society, 2008. 

Jones, Thomas W. “Focused Versus Diffuse Research” OnBoard 17 (September 2011); digital 
article, Board for Certification of Genealogists, http://bcgcertification.org/skillbuilding-
focused-versus-diffuse-research  

_____, Mastering Genealogical Proof. Arlington, VA: National Genealogical Society, 2013. 
_____, Thomas W. Mastering Genealogical Documentation. Arlington, VA: National 

Genealogical Society, 2017. 
Mills, Elizabeth Shown. Evidence Explained: Citing History Sources from Artifacts to 

Cyberspace, 2nd ed. Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical Publishing Company, 2009. 
——, ed. Professional Genealogy: A Manual for Researchers, Writers, Editors, Lecturers, and 

Librarians. Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical Publishing Company, 2001. 
Smith, Alvy Ray. “Writing Using WORD for Genealogy: Utilizing Microsoft® WORD in 

Genealogical Documents in Register, or Modified Register [NGSQ], Format,” Michael J. 
Leclerc and Henry B. Hoff, editors. Genealogical Writing in the 21st Century: A Guide to 
Register Style and More, Second Edition. Boston: New England Historic Genealogical 
Society, 2006. Chap. 7, pp. 65–107. 

Examples of reports, proof summaries and compilations can be found at:  
http://bcgcertification.org/learning/skills/genealogical-work-samples/ 
http://www.historicpathways.com/articles.html  
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To Use On‐line Trees or Not: 
Organizing Your Data for Your Purposes 
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How do you organize your family tree information? Does it suit your needs? What systems are 
available that may give you better results? What are your concerns with your family history data? 
We will examine the common goals and concerns and you can decide how to approach organizing 
your information for your own purposes as well as how to contribute to a collaborative effort. 

Purposes and Goals 

 Organize lineage-linked information 
 Work with or without internet access 
 Conduct research and analysis 
 Share family history information 
 Write family stories 
 Write a narrative genealogy 

 

 

What are the Pros and Cons to having a tree on-line? Does it fit in with your purposes and goals? 
Do the benefits outweigh the risks? Are on-line trees the only option? 

 

 

What are the qualities of software programs that organize your family history and recognize family 
relationships? (Not a spreadsheet program) Would you benefit from enhanced reports, charts that 
detail relationships, generation by generation, analysis tools, to-do lists, and research logs? What 
about LDS Temple work? Do you have privacy or controlled sharing concerns that can be 
addressed by using a software program? 



 

What are your concerns about privacy? Living individuals should never appear publicly without 
their permission as it is not ethical to do so. There are some family situations (adoptions, children 
born to unwed mothers, divorces, crimes committed, etc.) that may not be common knowledge in 
a family and should be held privately. What about your research notes – how do you handle your 
“notes to self” so that others don’t think they are facts? 

On-line trees associated with DNA projects can be abbreviated versions of your entire tree and 
don’t have to include living people. Since autosomal DNA is most reliant in the past five 
generations, a five- to seven-generation pedigree chart should be enough for your matches to 
identify which ancestor you have in common. 

 

 

What concerns do you have about sharing your data? Some people feel that it is their family and 
their data while others freely share information on ancestors. Realizing that at the seventh 
generation in our lineage, we each have 128 fifth great-grandparents, or 64 couples. Assuming 
each couple is unique and not occupying two or more slots on our tree and that they each had ten 
children who each had as many children, etc., then the number of living descendants for each 
couple could be over a thousand (times 64 couples for over 64,000 living cousins!). Your ancestry 
is not really your own but shared with those other descendants. Genealogists traditionally are good 
about sharing because you don’t know who has inherited the family Bible or photos for your branch 
of the family. But does the internet change things? 

You can choose to share your whole tree on-line, a partial tree, or no tree at all. It is up to you to 
decide if the shareability advantages to keeping your main tree on-line outweighs other concerns. 
Or perhaps you only want to put your historic pedigree on-line as “cousin bait” for people to write 
to you, connect, and share. If you do DNA tests you should put out at least a partial tree going 
back 6 or 7 generations to aid in connections with matches. 

If you decide to not share your family tree on-line, you can still share it with correspondents when 
you choose to do so. Keeping your main tree in software allows you to create charts, lists, reports, 
and data files and send them to whoever you wish at your own discretion. 
 

 

All lineage-linked software programs should have the export feature GeDCom (Genealogical Data  
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Communication) which is a simple text file that is created from your software when you ask it to 
export information. It was created to facilitate the transfer of information (not photos) from 
program to program so that you don’t have to retype the information you have gathered on your 
ancestors. All lineage-linked software programs should understand how to import a GeDCom file 
and use the information in their format. 

In addition, some programs will understand the native data files of other programs without having 
to go through a GeDCom conversion. This is helpful so that data does not get misplaced in the 
new software since each program stores the data differently. 

There are also other programs and services that utilize GeDCom files, such as charting companies.  

 

 

If you are doing family history just to pass the time that is one reason to work on it. However, most 
people would like their work to stand the test of time and be passed down as a legacy to future 
generations. Which organizational systems meet that goal? What can you expect from the system 
you pick? Will its owner go bankrupt? Will it be discontinued? Will its website disappear as has 
already happened to some genealogy sites? Software that is stable for now may need to be 
upgraded when you upgrade your computer. Commitment to keeping your family trees in more 
than one place is a way to increase the chances that the information will survive. 

 

 

FamilySearch Family Trees are a collaborative effort to place lineage-linked trees on a website so 
that the public may collaborate and add to the knowledge about individuals and their family 
relationships. Even if you choose to keep your information privately, or to not allow sharing of 
your subscription-based tree, you can help the collaborative effort by contributing your knowledge 
about your ancestors so that it is preserved in yet another place. If you provide documentation and 
proof discussions about how you found the correct ancestral relationships, there is much less 
chance that someone will come in and change it. If you explain your reasoning clearly, they should 
understand it. Many times, people don’t understand how to work with the collaborative tree and 
confuse individuals just because they don’t know how to undo a mistake they made. Whether 
intentional or not, we can assist the world’s knowledge and honor our own ancestors by taking the 
time to add the facts, documents, and stories that we know about our relatives. Done whenever 
you have time, you can review one family at a time and make their information correct for future 
generations to see. 
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Price  Platform  Integration  *info as of 14 Nov 2018 

           

Family Tree 
Maker 

no  $79.95  PC, MAC  Sync 
w/Ancestry; 
FamilySearch 

hints 

https://www.mackiev.com/ftm 

       

Legacy  yes  $34.95  PC, MAC w/ 
Parallels/Cross

over 

FamilySearch 
Find A Grave 
FindMyPast 

GenealogyBank
MyHeritage 

https://legacyfamilytree.com 
 

           

RootsMagic  yes  $29.95  PC, MAC  Ancestry 
FamilySearch 
FindMyPast 
MyHeritage 

http://www.rootsmagic.com 
 

           

Reunion  Limited 
demo 

$99.00  MAC only  Searches 
internet 

http://www.leisterpro.com  
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Thinking Outside the Index:  
Advanced Search Techniques 

 
Elissa Scalise Powell, CG®, CGLSM 

Elissa Scalise Powell ©2019 
Elissa@PowellGenealogy.com 

   
Why information can’t be found 

 There are few records about the person (poor, female, child who died young). 
 The name is recorded using various spellings. 
 We may not recognize them in the records. 
 Family lore may be fiction. 
 The existing records lie. 
 Index tools are limited. 
 Misleading and incomplete databases 
 Historical context is ignored. 
 Looking in wrong jurisdiction. 
 Difficult records are not consulted. 
 Records are not analyzed together as a whole. 

 
Looking at things a different way 

 Having few records doesn’t mean there are none. 
 Be open to all spelling variations even if the family never used them. 
 Reexamine what you know about the person and how you know it. 
 Collect all the documents on the event and understand their parameters, etc. 
 Read historic accounts of the time and place. 
 Find a way to access obscure records. 
 Learn the skill or language necessary (or hire someone). 
 Look at the records in the context of the whole person. 

 
Common Problems 

 Handwriting vs. Index 
 Frequent letter substitutions (S for L)  
 Typo, i.e., “Joesph” 
 First and last names were reversed 
 Middle name was used or reversed with first name 
 Sounds like (Auto for Otto) 
 Nicknames, i.e., Polly = Mary 
 Recorder used only first initials 
 Common surname 
 Boundary changes (genealogy of counties) 



Search techniques 
 Index tools limitations 

o Surname only 
o Indexed wrong 
o Skipped entries 
o Not correctly matched reference to original 
o Alphabetical abstracts 

 Ancestry.com search tips 
 Soundex 

1. Retain the first letter of the name 
2. Remove all occurrences of the following letters, unless it is the first letter: a, e, h, 

i, o, u, w, y  
3. Assign numbers to the remaining letters (after the first) as follows:  

b, f, p, v = 1     l = 4  
c, g, j, k, q, s, x, z = 2    m, n = 5 
d, t = 3      r = 6 

4. If two or more letters with the same number were adjacent in the original name 
(before step 1), or adjacent except for any intervening h and w (American census 
only), then omit all but the first.  

5. Return the first four characters, right-padding with zeroes if there are fewer than 
four for a result of one letter and three numbers. (Example: Smith = S530) 

 Searching Ancestry using wildcards (* for up to 6 characters, ? = single character) 
 OCR (Optical Character Recognition) tips and techniques using Fold3.com 

Also for scanned newspapers and any other printed material 
 
Internet tips 

 Selecting the right search engine for the job 
 Boolean notation (AND, OR, NOT) and proximity (NEAR) 
 Non-surname search fields 
 

 
Resources Used 
Ancestry: www.Ancestry.com  
Heritage Quest Online: www.HeritageQuestOnline.com  
Published Pennsylvania Archives (free content):  
 https://www.fold3.com/title/450/pennsylvania-archives/description  
Bruce Clay relationship chart: www.bruceclay.com/searchenginerelationshipchart.htm  
Boolean Operators: http://www.vhcc.edu/home/showdocument?id=100  
One-step search engine for genealogical databases: www.SteveMorse.org  
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Bridging the Chasm: Finding Records on FamilySearch 
Mike Provard – FamilySearch Events Coordinator 

provardmr@familysearch.org 
 

FamilySearch’s vast resources of digital historical records are found in two main locations on the 
familysearch.org web site. This class will define and differentiate the historical records section 
and the catalog, and how to get the most out of both areas to find the records of your ancestors. 

 
Intro 
 
You know the drill: access a genealogy web site, look for the search box, put in your family 
name, click Search, and hope for the best. 
 
FamilySearch.org is no different. Unless one knows where to look. 
 
Simple searching 

- From the main page of FamilySearch, click the Search menu. The Search page has two 
main areas to search: left side = indexed records; right side = location based searching  

 

 
 

mailto:provardmr@familysearch.org


Historical records 
- Indexed records 

o These are records that have been digitized, then indexed by volunteers or 
computers. A search by name will bring up results that may or may not have an 
associated digital image 

o Re-sort the results by Collection to see name only in a particular record set 
- Browse images records 

o Some record sets contain only digital images and are not indexed or searchable by 
name 

o Narrow down search using built-in waypoints 
- Location search 

o Limit searches either by name or location to one country; link to other resources 
for that country such as Learning Center or Research Wiki 

- Browse published collections 
o Narrow search in newly uploaded collections 

- Using filters 
o Filters on results page can help narrow down the number of results; use exact 

matching; add or subtract family members in searches; and many more 
 
The chasm 

- The chasm is defined as the space between the digitized historical records on 
FamilySearch.org and the digital records found in the FamilySearch Catalog and 
FamilySearch Books. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Searching Historical 

Records on 

FamilySearch.org 

Searching Digital 

records on 

FamilySearch Catalog 



FamilySearch Catalog 
- Locality search 

o Search by locality for records of a place 
o Use built in tools to understand jurisdictions and history 

- Other searches 
o Surname 
o Keyword 

- Records online vs. location (FHC) - Availability 
o Use this filter to narrow searching to only online materials 
o May miss important records not online 

- Catalog record 
o Library only (books and physical material) 
o Microfilm only 
o Digital 

▪ Available 
▪ Restricted (contracts and copyrights) 

o Possible copies in other locations (World Cat) 
 

 
 
FamilySearch Books 

- Over 375,000 books digitized from Family History Library and a dozen partner libraries. 
- New software to search books. 
- Links to Digital Books in Catalog  

 



 
 
The future for researchers 

- One comprehensive search 
o Historical records, Catalog, Books, Tree 

- Refine search algorithms to present results that the researcher wants and needs 
- Improve linking of sources to Tree people 
- Ability to correct indexed information 

 
Feedback 

- Use the Feedback link to make suggestions, express complaints, give thanks. 
 
 



 

FamilySearch: Celebrating Your Ancestors 
Mike Provard, FamilySearch Events Coordinator 

provardmr@familysearch.org 
 

 

Best Source for family history stuff for younger families is this NEW page 

https://www.familysearch.org/discovery/activities/ 

Recipes 

https://www.familysearch.org/campaign/recipes 

AWESOME blog page with great recipe content, tons more posts 

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/recipes/ 

Family History month 2016 content (SO GOOD-lots of digital printables) 

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/family-history-month-love-thee/ 

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/family-history-month-cake-remember/ 

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/family-history-month-journey-to-the-past/ 

Fortify Your Home series (Directed to LDS Church members, but great for everyone) 

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/fortify-your-home/ 

- Stories: https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/fortify-your-home-stories/?icid=bl-2017-6481 
- Gather: https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/fortify-your-home-purpose/?icid=bl-2017-

6481 
- Food Traditions: https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/fortify-your-home-food-

traditions/?icid=bl-2017-6481 
- Tangible Activities: https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/fortify-your-home-

activities/?icid=bl-2017-6481 
 

#52stories 

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/52stories/ 

Define Your Dash 

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/define-dash-start-writing-personal-history-52stories-
project-2/ 

 



Printables 

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/52stories-printables/ 

Assorted 

Turn Major Life Events Into Family History Moments 

- https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/turn-major-life-events-family-history-
moments/?cid=pi-2017-6238 

 

Building Bridges with Kitchen Table Traditions 

- https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/building-bridges-kitchen-table-traditions/?cid=pi-
2017-6276 

 

Keeping the Stories of Family Heirlooms Alive 

- https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/keeping-stories-family-heirlooms-alive/ 
 

Stories 

Build a Legacy 

- https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/build-family-legacy/ 
 

Oral History 

- https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/familysearch-apps-oral-histories/?icid=bl-2017-6469 
 

Preserving Memories, Real Life Success Stories 

- https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/preserving-family-memories-reallife-success-
stories/?icid=bl-2017-6469 

 

Preserve Your Story Today 

- https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/ways-preserve-share-family-story-today/?icid=bl-
2017-6469 

 

How Stories Shape Identity 

- https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/family-stories-shape-identities/?icid=bl-2017-6469 

 

© 2019 by Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this document may be reprinted or reproduced in 
any form for any purpose without prior written permission.  



3 Tips to Celebrate Ancestors from Your Family 
Tree at Gatherings 
August 25, 2015  - by  Greg McMurdie 
 

Whether it’s to celebrate a birthday, observe 
a holiday, or get together just because, there’s 
nothing better than spending time with 
family. Being with loved ones grounds us and 
serves to remind us who we are and what 
makes our lives special. 

One wonderful way to make these gatherings 
even more memorable is to incorporate 
family history-themed activities. Remembering ancestors from your family tree can be an 
exciting way to explore the past while strengthening bonds with relatives. 

We asked some of our favorite genealogists to share how they recommend incorporating 
family history activities into gatherings. Read their tips and start planning how you’ll 
incorporate ancestors from your family tree into upcoming get-togethers. 

Tip #1: Display Vintage Family Photos 

“Old family photos are timeless,” says Rachel LaCour Niesen, founder of Save Family 
Photos. “They tell us volumes about our family history, and about our family legacy. That’s 
why you should display vintage family photos at family events!” 

Seeing photos displayed at gatherings can inspire everyone at a family event to share 
memories about ancestors. These conversations can surface other stories about additional 
ancestors, those living and those who have passed. 

Rachel recommends being thoughtful about how photos are presented. “When it comes to 
displaying old photos, creating a theme can be an effective way to tell family stories.” You 
might, for example, create presentations themed around weddings, anniversaries, 
birthdays, or other milestone events. 

Rachel also emphasizes the importance of being inclusive. “Nobody wants to see an aunt 
having a meltdown because she was left out.” 

 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/author/mcmurdiegm/
https://familysearch.org/mobile/memories?cid=bl-FG-3541
https://instagram.com/savefamilyphotos/
http://savefamilyphotos.com/
http://savefamilyphotos.com/


Tip #2: Get Visual with Family Storytelling 

That’s the recommendation of Joshua Taylor. “Your relatives are far more than the names 
and dates scattered on sheets of paper,” he says. “It’s important to be as visual as you can 
when incorporating family history into gatherings.” 

“Consider having relatives produce and share short videos for YouTube, or place the old 
family photographs on Instagram,” Joshua recommends. “That way, the family can gather 
and view the photos during the event on a platform that is engaging for younger family 
members.” 

“Last but not least,” Joshua says, “don’t forget to include the stories that really draw in 
family members. Don’t shy away from the scoundrels, legends, and heroes in your family 
tree, sharing their stories with visual elements in addition to written text.” 

Tip #3: Don’t Forget the Games! 

No family gathering is complete without games for the children. Fun family history-related 
games can be a great way to instill the importance of ancestry among the little ones. The 
genealogists we spoke with had a number of recommendations for family history fun: 

Family Tree Hopscotch 

Kids love hopscotch, and this fun variation from Lisa Louise Cooke, founder of Genealogy 
Gems, allows you to put a family history spin on a classic past time of childhood. Here’s 
how you can do it: 

1. Print and laminate sheets of paper that read, “Me,” “Mom,” “Dad,” “Grandma (mom’s mom),” Grandpa 

(mom’s dad),” and so forth, until you have sheets of paper for each member of your family tree back to 

great-great grandparents on both sides of the family. 

2. Lay out the laminated pages for great-great grandparents first, taping them down in a line on a flat 

surface (electrical tape removes easily from interior floors). 

3. Drop down to the next generation, taping down the laminated pages for great grandparents beneath 

those featuring great-great grandparents. Continue moving down generations, placing pages on the floor 

in the same way a family tree is set up until you reach the bottom (“Me” page for children). 

4. Use additional tape to clarify relationships between family members, marking lines of lineage between 

family members. 

5. Supply beanbags for children to toss. Have them throw a beanbag to a laminated page featuring a 

relative, where they can then hop to. Ask children to offer the name of the ancestor they have hopped to, 

inviting parents to help as necessary. 

For more fun, you can tape additional questions to the floor around the tree that help kids 
to explore family history. For example, “How many great-great grandparents do you have?” 

https://www.youtube.com/user/FamilySearch
https://instagram.com/familysearch/
https://twitter.com/lisacooke
http://lisalouisecooke.com/
http://lisalouisecooke.com/


and “If you have three children, and so do each of your children, and so do each 
of their children, how many great-grandchildren would you have?” 

Family Memory Game 

The classic card-matching game Memory is the inspiration for this fun activity developed 
by Becky Higgins, founder of Project Life®. Help kids enjoy themselves while learning 
about family with these steps: 

1. Search through your scanned or digital photos to identify family members you’d like to feature in the 

game deck. Ten is a good number of images to target for a challenging game. 

2. Use an image editor to size each of the digital photographs so that they have the same dimensions (2″ x 

2″ is a good size for game play). Duplicate each photo to create pairs of images. 

3. Print the pairs of images. To make the game pieces sturdier, laminate them. 

4. Explain the rules of the card-matching game if children don’t know them. Players take turns turning over 

cards to identify matches until all pairs are collected. 

Encourage kids to name and talk about the family members in each photo as cards are 
turned over. You may want to watch over the game in case they need help recognizing 
family members. You might also share any interesting details from the lives of relatives and 
ancestors included in the game deck. 

Who Am I? 

Another game developed by Becky Higgins, Who Am I?, allows children to learn about 
family members in an engaging guess-who format. Here are steps you can use to set up the 
game: 

1. Look through your scanned or digital photos to choose family members for the game. You may choose as 

many or as few as you’d like. 

2. Print the photos in a large size (8″ x 10″, e.g.) that allows images to be easily seen when held up before a 

group of children. 

3. On the reverse side of the photo, include a typed or written narrative about the family member who is in 

the photo, with each narrative ending, “Who Am I?” You can laminate cards to make them sturdier. 

4. To play the game, hold up the images in front children while reading the narratives of family members, 

asking children to guess each of the family members featured on the cards. 

This fun game can help you to highlight the lives of grandparents, great grandparents, and 
others from throughout your family tree. Providing interesting, detail-rich stories can make 
the lives of ancestors come alive for children. 

https://instagram.com/BeckyHigginsLLC
http://beckyhiggins.com/


“Kids may well have heard these stories about relatives before and try to guess,” says 
Becky. “If they don’t know an ancestor’s story before playing the game, they will after.” 

Make Family History a Focus of Gatherings 

Gatherings with relatives are an important time to celebrate our family history. Use these 
tips from family historians to celebrate your family legacy. When you record stories in 
your family tree, you are saving them for posterity for the entire family to appreciate and 
enjoy. 

  

https://familysearch.org/mobile/memories?cid=bl-FG-3541


Día de Muertos: A Day to Honor Your Ancestors 
October 31, 2018  - by  José López 

How do you remember tus antepasados—your ancestors? Do you have those memories 
preserved so they can be passed on to future generations? 

Recently, I told my children the story of a man who recorded all his knowledge on the walls 
of a cave with the hope that one day this knowledge would be passed on, and others would 
remember him. The drive to be remembered and to remember your ancestors is powerful. 
That is why so many cultures have holidays and festivals to celebrate the memories of 
deceased loved ones. 

If this man in my story were living in the 21st century, his journal may have been a 
notebook, video, blog, or album full of pictures. His children may have added their 
memories of him as they gathered around their ofrenda or wrote calaveras literarias. We 
take these memories of our ancestors and celebrate them, share them with our familia, our 
family. Do you have memories from tus abuelos—your grandparents? What about tus 
padres—your parents? How can you pass on your own story? 

 Día de Muertos—Celebrating Day of the Dead and All Saints 
Day 
If you celebrate a holiday such as Día de Muertos or Día de Difuntos, you already have 
traditions for keeping the memories of your ancestors alive and retelling their stories. Or 
maybe you haven’t participated in these rich traditions but find them interesting after 
learning about them from secondary sources such as the Disney movie Coco. Exploring both 
old and new traditions is a great way to begin remembering your ancestors as unique 
individuals. 

In Guatemala, where I live, the end-of-the-year holidays are very popular. There’s “All 
Saints Day” or “Day of the Dead” in November (Día de todos los Santos or Día de Muertos). 
There’s Día de los Niños, “Day of the Children,” in October. We even include remembering 
our ancestors as part of our Christmas celebrations in December. The way people celebrate 
these holidays depends on where they live. Mi padre was born in the west part of 
Guatemala, and I was born in Guatemala City. The traditions we have for Día de Muertos are 
different, but both are very rich and significant, focusing on family relationships and 
remembering ancestors. 

Cometa—Sending Messages to Ancestors 

My father was raised with the tradition of making cometa, or kites, for Día de Muertos. He 
would search for straws in the dried stalks to help mi bisabuela (my great-grandmother) 
make kites and sell them to friends and neighbors. A few weeks before the Day of the Dead 

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/author/jlopez/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/what-s-el-d-de-los-muertos-it-s-not-n815966
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/family-history-pixar-coco/?cid=bl-fsup-8122
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_Saints'_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_Saints'_Day
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/destinations/north-america/mexico/top-ten-day-of-dead-mexico/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Children's_Day
https://www.cnn.com/2016/11/02/world/barriletes-gigantes-guatemala/index.html


celebration, the rain would slow and the wind would start to blow to make the kites fly. Mi 
padre learned the kites symbolized sending messages to loved ones who have left this life. 
Later, my great-grandmother would let my dad make his own kites, which he loved to fly. 

Day of the Dead celebrations, regardless of the country, are filled with cempasúchil, flowers, 
and calavera, skulls. Both are symbolic of the temporary nature of mortality and the 
immortality of the soul or human spirit. Many people use marigolds during Día de Muertos, 
preferring them for their rich colors and aroma. Mi abuelo made stone flowers for people to 
use, and I remember selling both with my family for the holiday. 

Families spend a lot of time preparing the graves of deceased ancestors with 
marigolds, calavera, photos, memorabilia, and the ancestor’s preferred foods and drinks. 
All these practices are believed to attract the spirit of the deceased ancestor, who is 
believed to visit living family members during the festivities. 

 
Three or four days before Día de Muertos, mi abuelo would buy paint and make a 
mixture with a water base. He would send my dad with his brothers to the San 
Marcos cemetery to clean and paint our ancestors’ tombs. We honor our ancestors’ 
resting places and appreciate the heritage of family recipes. Today mi 
familia prepares a fiambre, a special plate for the Day of the Dead. The fiambre is a 
mix of cultural recipes with Creole and native flavors from the region, and it’s a way 
to bring families together. 

Recordando a los Muertos Comienza con los Vivos—
Remembering the Dead Starts with the Living 
More than 33 years ago, mis padres started to write a family journal in a blue notebook. It 
was in this journal that the history of my life first began to be recorded, including details 
from before my birth. 

Today we have Instagram Stories, Facebook Biographies, Memories on FamilySearch, and 
thousands of other applications that offer easy and simple solutions for keeping a diary of 
our lives. Why do we share so much on social media? 

The other day I found the answer in something a youth said: “We share stories because we 
want to be remembered.” Simple. 

At the birthday of my third child, we decided we would start a new tradition in my family. I 
asked family members to look for a connection with our ancestors by sharing a memory 
they have—one that others might not know. During the activity, I could see my family 
members were each having a significant experience, especially with the connections they 
were making between themselves as they spoke about their ancestors. It was like an 
invisible power was bonding them together as they told stories to each other. 

https://www.tripsavvy.com/cempasuchil-flowers-for-day-of-dead-1588749
https://www.tripsavvy.com/what-is-a-calavera-1588748
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/recipes/?cid=bl-fsup-8123
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/18-writing-tips-tell-stories/?cid=bl-fsup-8124
https://www.instagram.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.familysearch.org/photos/?cid=bl-fsup-8125
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/creating-traditions-family-memories/?cid=bl-fsup-8126
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/build-family-legacy/?cid=bl-fsup-8127
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/build-family-legacy/?cid=bl-fsup-8127
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/family-stories-shape-identities/?cid=bl-fsup-8128
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/family-stories-shape-identities/?cid=bl-fsup-8128


How can you remember your ancestors? Do you have a place to store all these memories of 
your family, both the living and the deceased? 

Using FamilySearch to Remember Your Ancestors  
FamilySearch has an app you can use to help you record, preserve, and share these family 
stories. With the Memories app, you can gather and preserve the stories of tu familia and 
each of your ancestors. Download the app, and consider these five tips for how you can 
preserve memories during Día de Muertos—or any time you want to honor your ancestors. 

1. Preserve memories as they are celebrated. When your family places your ancestor’s photo on 

your ofrenda, have you thought to preserve that photo somewhere you can see it any time? You can 

upload the photos of your ancestors—and much more—to the Memories app as you honor your 

ancestor year after year. Favorite recipes from tu bisabuela, pictures of her decorated gravestone, poems 

you write for her, and all sorts of memories can be stored and shared with the Memories app. You 

can tag these memories with your ancestor’s name so all your relatives can experience your great-

grandmother’s traditions as well. 

  

2. Record stories as they are shared. Do you have a tradition of sharing family stories? Would you like to 

start one? Every time a story is passed on, there’s an opportunity to record it and place it somewhere 

you and your family can revisit any time. You can record a story or memory as text or audio right when 

you hear it and then upload it to the FamilySearch Memories app. 

  

3. Upload memories as they are created. Your deceased relatives are not the only ones worth 

remembering. All of us cherish precious moments with our children, siblings, parents, or whomever we 

consider our family. The photos you save on your phone, the stories that come from family gatherings, 

events, and random life moments—preserve those memories now so your family will have them to look 

back on. The great thing about the Memories app is that you can use it to collect all your family stories in 

one place, and you can do it from your phone or other mobile device. 

  

4. Make preserving memories part of your tradition. You and each of your family members have so 

many stories to share. Día de Muertos, Día de Todos los Santos, and every tradition for remembering your 

ancestors are perfect opportunities to help build a collection of your family stories. When you start or 

participate in family traditions, use the Memories app or your family’s choice medium to grow this 

precious family history. 

  

5. Start now! Using the Memories app is very simple, and it is freely accessible. With the Family Tree 

appand the FamilySearch.org desktop site, you can upload and access your family’s memories on 

https://www.familysearch.org/photos/?cid=bl-fsup-8125
https://www.familysearch.org/photos/?cid=bl-fsup-8125
https://www.familysearch.org/mobile/memories?cid=bl-fsup-8121
https://www.familysearch.org/mobile/memories?cid=bl-fsup-8121
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ofrenda
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/recipes/?cid=bl-fsup-8123
https://www.familysearch.org/mobile/memories?cid=bl-fsup-8121
https://www.familysearch.org/photos/?cid=bl-fsup-8125
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/build-family-legacy/?cid=bl-fsup-8127
https://www.familysearch.org/mobile/memories?cid=bl-fsup-8121
https://www.familysearch.org/mobile/memories?cid=bl-fsup-8121
https://www.familysearch.org/mobile/memories?cid=bl-fsup-8121
https://www.familysearch.org/mobile/memories?cid=bl-fsup-8121
https://www.familysearch.org/mobile/tree?cid=bl-fsup-8130
https://www.familysearch.org/mobile/tree?cid=bl-fsup-8130
https://www.familysearch.org/photos/?cid=bl-fsup-8125


your FamilySearch tree. This resource is a great way to preserve and look at the stories of tu 

familia from each generation. 

Family history is something that is worth sharing. Through it we are remembered, and we 
remember our ancestors. They deserve to be remembered, as do you. 

 

 

 

To receive an electronic copy of this document, please email your request to Mike Provard 
at provardmr@familysearch.org. 

 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/pedigree/landscape/KWNS-GNC?cid=bl-fsup-8131
mailto:provardmr@familysearch.org


       

Find-a-grave.com 
      
                   

 

Topics 

1. Registering for Find-a-Grave Account.   Create your account by clicking 
“Registration” in the upper right-hand corner of the screen. 
a.  Follow the guide to register your name, email and password. 
b,  Now you are ready to create an Account.  An email will be sent to you  

to activate.  Click to activate Account and you will be taken back to the    
Home Page 

2.  Searching for a Memorial on the Home Page.   
  a.  On the Home Page, you will see several blocks that can be filled in.     
        Complete as much as you can.  A last name is required. 
  b.  Click Search at the bottom left corner.  You will now be taken to a page  
        that shows possibilities of your ancestor.  Click on the Memorial that  
        may be your ancestor. 
  c.    A Memorial may have extra information on the site.  There may be     
         information on the spouse and children.  

Linda And Clyde Schubarth 
702-826-9905 
linda4455@gmail.com 



  d.   There may be stories or obituary. 
  e.    Memorial flowers. 

                                      3,  Add a Photo 
a.  Click on add photos on the Memorial Page. 
b.  Select a photo from your computer that you would 
      like to share. 
c.  Add a caption. 
d. Identify it as a grave or person, family or other. 
e. A photo larger than 8 megabytes will be reduced, 
f.  Each contributor Can only upload 5 photos for a Memorial and 

there can only be 20 photos from all contributors. 
g. Click on done at Memorial Page, 
h. After photos are added, click on any photo and click through 

the photo  
 

4. Add Virtual Flowers. 
a. You can leave a special flower on the Memorial Page for your Ancestor. 
b. Go to the Account Page in the upper Right Corner 
c. Click on Flower Settings, click on manage My Scrapbook. 
d. Click on Upload New.  Choose a file from your computer.   
e. Choose a flower.  Click on submit.  Flower will be added to Scrapbook.   
f. Go back to Memorial page.  Click on leave a flower.  Under caption, 

choose my scrapbook. 
g. Choose flower added and add a little note. 
h. Click on add flower. 
    

 

A great tutorial is available at the bottom on the website. You can find 
instructions to help you use many of the items in Find-a-Grave. 

  



YEARBOOKS IN FAMILY HISTORY
©2019 Donald R. Snow

This page was last updated 2019-08-16.
Return to the  Utah Valley Technology and Genealogy Group Home Page or Don's Class Listings
Page .

ABSTRACT:  Yearbooks, sometimes called directories, are mostly from schools, universities, and
military units, but also companies and churches produce them.  Websites are collecting and
posting yearbooks online.  These include free websites such as FamilySearch Books, Internet
Archive, and school websites, and tthere are many others, both free and commercial.  This class
will discuss and show examples of yearbooks, the kinds of things they contain, and how to find
them online.  Besides identifying the person, they usually contain photos and information about
his or her activities.  If you have old yearbooks yourself, there are websites that will scan and
post them online for free.  The notes for this class and related articles, all with active Internet
links, are posted on my website http://uvtagg.org/classes/dons/dons-classes.html .

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION

Instructor is Donald R. Snow ( snowd@math.byu.edu ) of Provo and St. George, Utah.1. 
The notes with active URLs and additional information in other notes and articles is posted
at http://uvtagg.org/classes/dons/dons-classes.html .

2. 

Tips:  (1)  To put an icon on your desktop for these notes, or any webpage, just drag the
icon from in front of the address in your browser onto your desktop.  (2)  To open a link,
but keep your place in these notes, hold down the Control key while clicking the link.

3. 

This class will discuss yearbooks (directories) and how to find and use them in family
history. 

4. 

ABOUT YEARBOOKS

Yearbooks are made to remember a particular school, class, event, or occasion, especially
high schoosls, colleges, and military units.

5. 

Many churches produce yearbooks or directories for their members and these sometimes
contain photos.  For example, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints produces
current yearbooks (directories) online that can be downloaded from the Church website;
older printed church directories are sometimes available in local libraries. 

6. 

Military units, such as Army companies and Navy ships, sometimes produce yearbooks and
many are online 

7. 

Most online yearbooks are OCR'd (Optical Character Recognition), so you can search for
any name or word, but if it has an index, check that too, since sometimes the OCR doesn't
read everything correctly  

8. 

If you, or someone you are interested in, taught at a school or university, check those
yearbooks too, since they usually contain more than just students.

9. 

Articles about yearbooks and how to find them10. 
Wikipedia article -- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/YearbookA. 
Finding yearbooks online -- http://genealogygemspodcast.blogspot.com/2008/10
/more-yearbooks-available-online.html

B. 

How to find high school yearbooks online -- Life123 -- https://www.life123.com
/web?qo=semQuery&ad=semA&q=high%20school%20yearbooks%20online&
o=765444&ag=fw2&an=msn_s&rch=us40

C. 

http://uvtagg.org/classes/dons/dons-yearbooks.html
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Relatively Curious -- http://relativelycurious.com/finding-yourself-and-others-in-
yearbooks-online/

D. 

EXAMPLES OF YEARBOOKS

North Hollywood High School (where I graduated) -- the yearbook was El Camino; a
Google search for "north hollywood high school yearbook" found --
http://northhollywoodhighschoolalumni.com/yearbooks.html -- free website, as are most
high school websites

5. 

University of Southern California (USC) Dental School (where my Dad, Eldon Stafford
Snow, got his DDS dental degree) -- the yearbook was El Rodeo --
http://digitallibrary.usc.edu/cdm/search/collection/p15799coll104/searchterm/uschist-
er*/mode/all/conn/and/display/200/order/datej/ad/asc -- Before they were online I
went to the USC Library in Los Angeles and photographed some of the hard copy yearbook
page, but now with every-word searches, I find there is more about him that I didn't find
in the hard copies.

6. 

Stanford Ward 1964 Photo Directory or Yearbook -- was lots of work to produce it, but
valuable to all of us now

7. 

Morningside 7th Ward (St. George, Utah) color photo directories -- produced by Leroi
Nelson every year, a valuable tool and historical record 

8. 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints stakes in Edgemont area of Provo, Utah,
produced stake directories (yearbooks) -- I scanned all I had and donated the hard copies
to the BYU Library

9. 

SOME MAJOR WEBSITES FOR YEARBOOKS

FamilySearch Digital Library -- https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/ -- has more
than 400,000 digital books, including more than 28,000 yearbooks; search for "yearbook"
(without the quotes and singular since "yearbook", and not "yearbooks", would be in the
title); these are from schools and universities all over the world, not just Utah, since they
have partner libraries in other locations

10. 

FamilySearch Catalog -- https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog -- Most books in
FS Digital Library are also listed in the FS Catalog, but not all yet; you may also find a few
other yearbooks in the Catalog that are not in the FS Digital Library

11. 

FHC Portal in FHCs has links to premium websites, some with yearbooks --
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Family_History_Center_Portal

12. 

Mountain West Digital Library -- https://mwdl.org/ -- search for terms like "yearbooks" or
"school yearbooks" or "salt lake city yearbooks" (fithout the quotes)

13. 

Digital Public Library of America -- https://dp.la/search?q=yearbooks14. 
Ancestry.com has major collections of directories and yearbooks --
https://www.ancestry.com/

15. 

Ancestry's Support Center -- https://support.ancestry.com/s/ --
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/Searching-City-and-Area-Directories --
many helpful tips and articles 

A. 

U.S. School Yearbooks, 1900-1999 -- https://search.ancestry.com/search
/db.aspx?dbid=1265

B. 

School Lists and Yearbooks -- https://search.ancestry.com/search
/category.aspx?cat=138

C. 

Schools, Directories, and Church Histories -- https://search.ancestry.com/search
/category.aspx?cat=37

D. 

SOME YEARBOOK WEBSITES FOR UTAH
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BYU Banyan yearbooks -- best copies are on FamilySearch Digital Library and on Internet
Archive -- https://archive.org/ ; Example of 1956 Banyan -- < a
href="https://archive.org/details/banyan1956brig">https://archive.org/details
/banyan1956brig -- these are every-word searchable and entire book can be downloaded
in several formats, including as searchable pdf

5. 

University of Utah Utonian yearbooks -- best copies are on FamilySearch Digital Library;
opies are also on U of U Marriott Library, but not downloadable nor as good quality

6. 

Utah State University Buzzer yearbooks -- http://digital.lib.usu.edu/cdm/landingpage
/collection/buzzer

7. 

Washington County Utah schools -- https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en
/Washington_County,_Utah_Genealogy

8. 

Provo Utah schools -- Provo Public Library -- https://provo.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US
/pl/search/results/?qu=yearbooks&x=0&y=0 -- collection is on DVDs to check out   

9. 

Utah Archives -- https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Utah_Archives_and_Libraries --
many libraries have local yearbooks online

10. 

OTHER WEBSITES FOR YEARBOOKS

MyHeritage -- https://www.myheritage.com -- large collection of yearbooks --
MyHeritage Yearbook Collection -- you'll need a MyHeritage membership which is free as
a FamilySearch Partner website

11. 

Linkpendium -- http://www.linkpendium.com/ -- see both state and county school
resources for links to yearbooks; a lso try [state] > [county] >e-Yearbooks -- e- [city] >
{schools]

12. 

Los Angeles County School records with many yearbooks -- https://ldsgenealogy.com
/CA/Los-Angeles-County-School-Records.htm

13. 

Dead Fred website -- http://www.deadfred.com/annuals_05.php14. 
Genealogy Today -- http://data.genealogytoday.com/contents
/School_Records_and_Yearbooks.html 

15. 

Newberry Library (Chicago) -- https://www.newberry.org/sources-school-yearbooks16. 
Cyndi's List -- https://www.cyndislist.com/schools/yearbooks/17. 
Navy cruise books -- https://www.navysite.de/cruisebooks/18. 
Military Yearbook Project -- https://militaryyearbookproject.com/ 19. 
Commercial websites with many yearbooks20. 

Classmates -- http://www.classmates.com/A. 
e-Yearbooks -- http://www.e-yearbook.com/B. 
Old Yearbooks -- https://www.old-yearbooks.com/C. 
Yearbook-Finder -- http://yearbook-finder.com/rp1/D. 

CONCLUSIONS

Yearbooks are very useful in family history to help to identify people, find pictures of
them, and learn more about their background.    

5. 

Many yearbooks are available online and can be searched and/or downloaded for free.6. 
Be sure to check for yearbooks for your own life and those of family members.7. 

Return to the Events Page or the Utah Valley Technology and Genealogy Group Home
Page or Don's Class Listings Page .
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TRACKING LIVES WITH TECHNOLOGY
©2019 by Donald R. Snow

This page was last updated 2019-08-07.  Return to the  Utah Valley Technology and
Genealogy Group Home Page  or  Don's Class Listings Page .

ABSTRACT: An old proverb says, "When a person dies, an entire library is lost."  If a
person doesn't leave accessible information about him or herself, their descendants will
know almost nothing about them in two generations.  Technology can be a major help in
keeping track of what has happened in your own or a relative's life.  This class will show
how to find, capture, scan, and label items such as documents, articles, news clippings,
etc., so they are findable and appear in chronological order automatically for each
person.  With the naming system items jump to where they belong without you having
to move them there.  The class notes for this presentation and related information in
other articles, all with active links, are posted at  https://uvtagg.org/classes
/dons/dons-classes.html .

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION TO CLASS

Instructor is Donald R. Snow ( snowd@math.byu.edu ) of Provo and St. George,
Utah.

1. 

These notes and other related articles, all with active Internet links, are posted on
my website  https://uvtagg.org/classes/dons/dons-classes.html .

2. 

Tips:  (1)  To put an icon on your desktop for the link for these notes, or any
webpage, just drag the icon from in front of the address in your browser to your
desktop.  (2)  To open a link from here in another tab, so you keep your place in
these notes, hold down the Control key while clicking the link.

3. 

This class will discuss documents, articles, and other items with suggestions of how
to find, scan,and  label them, so they are easily shown and form a timeline of the
person's life. 

4. 

DOCUMENTS AND ARTICLES

Elder Boyd K. Packer of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints suggested
putting a box on the table where you see it every day and put everything into it that
you can find about your own life.  You can do the same for any family member or
relative.

5. 

Types of documents and articles6. 
Vital records -- birth certificate, marriage certificate, marriage licenseA. 
Church certificates and documents -- membership records, blessings, baptism,
ordination, Individual Ordinance Summaries, directories, recommends, and
church service such as callings and missions

B. 

Journals, diaries, appointment booksC. 
School and education -- report cards, transcripts, yearbooks, news, athletic
events, programs 

D. 

Programs participated in -- sports, plays, music, speaking, hobbies, vocations,
avocations

E. 
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Articles -- newspapers, newsletters, magazines, booksF. 
Portraits (but not ordinary snapshots since different systems work better for
those)

G. 

Letters -- personal, family, missionary, ChristmasH. 
Genealogy -- family group sheets, pedigree charts, screenshots from
FamilySearch Family Tree

I. 

Miscellaneous -- anything else you can think of -- If in doubt, include it.J. 
Collecting and organizing documents and articles is a major start in keeping track of
a life, your own or a relative's 

11. 

Digitizing such collections will be helpful, especially if you intend to write a book
later - if you do write a book, be sure to keep an electronic copy of it for distribution
and/or reprinting

12. 

A digital collection can be  updated and reproduced easily, unlike a book, and
people, youth, in particular, can read it on mobile devices

13. 

SCANNING HARD COPY DOCUMENTS AND ARTICLES

Scanning -- scanners are not expensive now and Family History Centers have good
scanners that scan directly to flash drives; they name the files sequentially and you
can rename them later at home

14. 

File formats and resolutions for scans 
Documents and articles -- pdf = portable document format; scan to pdf at 150
dpi (dots per inch) for most text documents; use B/W unless there are colors; if
there are high quality pictures or drawings, use higher resolution, 300-600 dpi

A. 

Portraits and photos -- helpful article about dpi (dots per inch for printers or
ppi = pixels per inch for monitors) -- http://www.scanyourentirelife.com/dpi-
should-be-scanning-your-paper-photographs/ -- Rule of Thumb for pictures:
250 dpi for each inch in final copy.  Hence, to scan and print to same size use
250 dpi; to scan and print  to twice the size, use 500 dpi; that is, if you scan a
2x3 inch photo to view or print at 4x6 inch, scan at 2x250 = 500 dpi; the report
U.S. National Archives Recommendations (very complete, but complicated) is
at  http://www.archives.gov/preservation/technical/guidelines.pdf -- for most
portraits I scan to tif at 600 dpi

B. 

tif vs jpg:  tif is a "lossless" format; jpg is a "lossy" format; what this means is
that each time you work with a jpg and save it, even just rotating it, degrades
it; it's like a xerox of a xerox; jpgs are OK to archive, if you never edit the
original; just make a copy and edit the copy

C. 

For Christmas card letters with portrait photos I usually scan to pdf or tif at
400 or 600 dpi

D. 

Bleed-through of ink through old paper is sometimes a problem on handwritten
documents; some scanners have background removal settings -- see the
Advanced Options on the scanner

E. 

ONLINE SEARCHES FOR DOCUMENTS AND
INFORMATION

15. 

Do Google and other searches for your own name or a name you are working on --
use quote marks and various combinations of the names; also use the Google
proximity search, e.g. "donald AROUND(3) snow" (without the quotes) to find pages

16. 
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with donald and snow within 3 words of each other; this picks up Donald R. Snow,
Snow, Donald R., Donald Ray Snow, Donald and Richard Snow, etc.
Eliminate some extraneous Google hits by adding search terms such as ~genealogy,
Utah, pdf, doc, index, ged; the tilde "~" tells Google to include similar words, eso
~genealogy also finds family history; to get hits that always include a term use + in
front, e.g. +pdf; to exclude terms, use - in front, e.g. -Dr.

17. 

Search online book collections such as FamilySearch, Google, Internet Archive,
library collections, newspaper websites, genealogy collections; the GenGophers
website,  https://www.gengophers.com/#/ , searches some of the FamilySearch
Books, but not all yet, and even uses nicknames for names you enter

18. 

For school information and yearbooks try FamilySearch Books and 
http://www.linkpendium.com/ ; a commercial website for school yearbooks is 
http://www.classmates.com/ ; it shows pages of them for free

19. 

For colored bar graphs of world events during a person's life use 
http://ourtimelines.com -- this also allows including up to 10 personal events for
the timeline; to save a copy you can save the html file or do a scrolling-window
screenshot of the colored bar graph (see Screenshots section below)

20. 

Include reference to where you found each item, so you or someone else, can find it
again

21. 

SCREENSHOTS OF ONLINE DOCUMENTS AND ARTICLES

There are many free screenshot programs; one I particularly like is FASTSTONE
CAPTURE since it will save an entire scrolling window -- last free version was 5.3
and is available from several websites, e.g. http://www.aplusfreeware.com
/categories/mmedia/FastStoneCapture.html ; later versions are shareware and
work better, but have a one-time cost of $20 -- http://www.faststone.org
/index.htm

22. 

Capture all or part of the screen or the entire scrolling window and save the file
with a name so you know what is in the file without having to open it -- see below

23. 

LABELING FILES

It helps to name files so you can tell what's in them without opening them and so
they sort where you want them; using computer technology saves you lots of time
and effort

24. 

Title of a file can have up to 255 characters, but that includes the path to the file
and the 3-character file extension

25. 

Example of my file naming system:  ManwaringDiane(Snow)(1934-2012)-
2012-10-13-DEATH-NEWS-Obituary-SaltLakeDeseretNews--Ancestry-
com--2014-04-10.pdf

26. 

Using the woman's maiden name is standard in genealogy and allows all files
pertaining to her to sort together, both fefore and after marriage

27. 

28. 
Including married name in parentheses helps with identification at a glance and in
searching

29. 

Including birth and death years makes time period clear and distinguishes people
with same name, so no need for Jr. or Sr., unless that really was part of their name

30. 

Event date after the name and in International Date Format, YYYY-MM-DD, makes31. 
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all files for that person sort together chronologically; gives a timeline of their life --
event date put anywhere else or in different format would not sort chronologically
Event keywords allow finding and sorting by event, but still chronologically; can use
as many keywords as you want; some I use are BIRTH, MARRIAGE, DEATH, NEWS,
LDS, DOC, SCHOOL, EDUCATION, CENSUS, LETTER, MEDICAL, DIRECTORY,
YEARBOOK, PORTRAIT, MILITARY, TALK, and AUDIO

32. 

For files pertaining to entire life, I use keywords such as HISTORY, JOURNAL, BIO,
GENEALOGY, and PEDIGREE before the event date, so these still sort with the
person, but after the chronological files

33. 

I don't leave spaces in file names since some programs put characters such as
percent signs, in empty spaces and make them harder to read

34. 

Files named this way jump right to where they belong automatically without having
to move them there -- See the program EVERYTHING below

35. 

Can store files in individual or surname folders, but EVERYTHING finds them all
wherever they are and sorts them by person and in order  

36. 

Portraits named this way also sort in chronological order -- Snapshots would too,
but there might be too many, so I use a different system for naming those

37. 

USING "EVERYTHING" TO FIND AND SORT FILES

EVERYTHING is a free program that finds files anywhere on your computer for the
search terms you enter -- available from  https://www.voidtools.com/ -- it's a
Windows program; MAC probably has something similar

38. 

Works fast, finds all resulting files wherever they are on your computer and shows
them in alphabetical, and hence, chronological order, if named as above; can sort
them by path and in other ways by clicking in the column headings 

39. 

Program is also a major help in file maintenance for finding, renaming, moving,
copying, and deleting files.

40. 

Use it to find files already on your computer that you have forgotten since they
weren't labeled systematically before -- try various search terms you might have
used in the past

41. 

Has many options to set it to run the way you want42. 

CONCLUSIONS

For yourself start now to gather and organize documents and articles, since only
you can tell your own story fully and our memories get worse with age.

43. 

Use EVERYTHING to find things already on your computer and rename them quickly
so you can find them later to finish the systematic relabeling; it's too big a job to do
all at once.

44. 

For new scans, screenshots, etc., label them systematically45. 
Keep in mind:  "Small deeds done are better than big deeds planned." 46. 

Return to the  Utah Valley Technology and Genealogy Group Home Page  or  Don's Class
Listings Page .
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HISTORICAL MAPS:  
THE WORLD AT YOUR FINGERTIPS 

Michael L. Strauss, AG-1207 S 2910 E. Spanish Fork, UT  84660 
mlstrauss@genealogyresearchnetwork.com 

©GenealogyResearchNetwork, 2010-2019 

SANBORN MAPS: 
 
The Sanborn Fire Insurance Company was founded 
by David A. Sanborn (1827-1883) in 1867. He was 
trained as a surveyor when he started to work for the 
Aetna Insurance Company drawing maps. His 
company was founded to document properties in 
cities and towns across the United States for fire 
insurance purposes.    
  
The largest collection of D.A. Sanborn maps is 
housed at the Library of Congress in the Maps & 
Geography Reading Room. Available to search 
online at www.loc.gov   Most are scanned and 
available online and searchable.   
 
Many cities and smaller communities had multiple 
editions available printed both business purposes. 
The maps included businesses, homes, and other 
features are broken down on the maps that also 
provide details about the city streets, and the 
structures of the buildings whether they are brick, or 
frame in construction.  Each of the Sanborn maps 
comes with a key (legend) to be able to tell what the 
various symbols used meant. 
 
ROAD DOCKET MAPS: 
 
When properties were surveyed and new roads 
planned leading from one public road to another, it 
became necessary to petition the court to have a new 
survey performed on a roadway being considered.  
 
Enterprising businessmen and residents petitioned 
the court to survey the entire length of the proposed 
road. Documents attached to the petition included 
rough drawings of the area in question, as well as 
names of the landowners along the path of the new 
road.  

    
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Maps have long been the favored choice for 
travelers. They serve to guide us to desired 
locations, and can enrich genealogists searching for 
their family history. From fire insurance maps that 
provide intricate details on the homes that our 
ancestors lived to road dockets books that detail 
businesses and property owners along newly 
created roads.   
 
PANORAMIC MAPS:  
  
These maps became a very popular form of 
cartographic mapping depicting both towns and 
cities landscapes from across the United States 
from the latter half of the nineteenth century to the 
early twentieth century. They are sometimes also 
referred to as “Bird Eye” or “Aero” view maps.  
The maps were not photographs, but were 
renditions of the communities by drawing.  
 
These maps are generally not drawn to scale; the 
maps typically show streets and roads; individual 
public buildings, houses, and business.  
  
The largest collection of available panoramic maps 
for the United States exist at the Library of 
Congress in Washington, DC.  They are in the 
collection of the Map & Geography Reading Room 
(Room LM B01)-and online at www.loc.gov    
  
They are located in the basement of the Madison 
Building.  All of the maps are scanned as high 
resolution and each is downloadable online in either 
..GIF, .JPG or .TIF format.   Outside of the 
collections at the Library of Congress; individual 
archives and libraries should be consulted.  
 



 
 

GAZETTEERS:  
  
A gazetteer is a geographical dictionary or directory 
that is often used with a map or atlas containing 
information about the geographical area, statistics, and 
physical features for any given region 
. 
Example::  
 
In 1832 and 1833 the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
published a gazetteer that covered the state.  The author 
was Thomas Francis Gordon (1787-1860) who 
collected vital information about the state.  Both 
editions are copyright free and available online at 
www.google.com   
  
There are other locations that  have map collections of 
historical and genealogical value including;  
  
www.ancestry.com   
www.familysearch.org   
www.davidramsey.com  
www.oldmapsonline.org  
www.historicmapworks.com  
  
From the list of other sources above several of the 
websites do offer free viewing of the maps, but may 
charge to zoom in and other advanced feature. 
 
ELECTION MAPS: 
 
Of genealogical interest were maps used for election 
information. Larger cities like New York, Boston, and 
Philadelphia were very large, that it became a 
necessary to have maps drawn detailing the voting 
boundaries.  
 
These maps are a relatively untapped resource that is 
often ideal in determining the whereabouts of people in 
urban areas and work with city directories to find 
individuals in question 

  
 

Also included were businesses located along the 
project's path-such as mills, taverns, and other 
public structures. 
 
CADASTRAL MAPS:  
  
Historical maps became very popular during the 
nineteenth century.  Several artists and surveyors 
showed their talent for drawing historical surveys of 
cities and towns all across the United States.    
 
These maps are also called cadastral maps and are 
often very detailed with information about the land 
owners, number of acres, roads, streams, rivers, and 
other land areas.  
  
Some of the artists included: F.W. Beers and Henry 
Bridgens among others with some showing great 
details.  Consult the Library of Congress and each 
individual State Archives or Library for their own 
collection of historical atlases.  
 
OTHER FIRE INSURANCE MAPS: 
  
Started by Ernest Hexamer who was a 
contemporary of David A. Sanborn.  His maps date 
from the 1850s and give details much the same as 
Sanborn in his mapping.   
 
Intended for the same purpose to detail  Fire 
Insurance they eventually became known as 
Hexamer and Lochner (William Lochner) who drew 
many of the Philadelphia, PA and other major city 
maps that exist today.   
 
Hexamer brought a son into the business and at one 
time was called Hexamer & Son.  This business 
thrived for many years into the early twentieth 
century.  
 
This collection has available numerous maps for 
Pennsylvania located at the Free Library of 
Philadelphia in addition to others that are found in 
the Library of Congress for other areas.  

http://www.google.com
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.davidramsey.com
http://www.oldmapsonline.org
http://www.historicmapworks.com


Example: Beginning in 1884, registered voters in 
New York City were listed in a supplemental 
record guide by street address and broken down 
into election and assembly districts. The 
corresponding maps show the boundaries of the 
districts by borough, making it relatively easy to 
find family in election records. 
 
DRAFT REGISTRATIONS MAPS: 
 
Between 1917 and 1918 as the United States 
became actively engaged in World War 
approximately 24 million men (both aliens and 
native born residents) born between 1873 and 
1900 were required to fill out draft registration 
cards.  
 
In larger cities and communities maps were 
needed to show WWI draft board registration 
information. The maps were an important part on 
organizing the boundaries of larger cities to find 
someone who had registered.  Consult the 
National Archives in College Park, MD or in 
Washington, DC for access to the maps.  
 
CENSUS MAPS: 
 
These maps were created and drawn by the 
United States Census Bureau. Used primarily as a 
guide to locate ED’s (Enumeration Districts) to 
find individuals on any given census. Census 
maps are very detailed as they contain the 
boundaries for each Census district to aid 
genealogists to find someone not easily located in 
the indexes even if their street address is known. 
 
METES AND BOUNDS: 
 
This system uses physical features of the 
local geography, along with directions and 
distances, to define and describe the boundaries 
of a parcel of land. The boundaries are described 
working around the parcel in sequence, from 
a point of beginning, returning back to the same 
point.  

PUBLIC LAND MAPPING: 
 
If your ancestors moved from any of the metes and 
bounds states they would have become familiar with 
the public land survey system. The thirty states 
formed from the public domain are AL, AK, AZ, AR, 
CA, CO, FL, ID, IL, IN, IA, KS, LA, MI, MN, MS, 
MO, MT, NE, NV, NM, ND, OH, OK, OR, SD, UT, 
WA, WI, and WY. The original thirteen colonies, 
plus KY, ME, TN, TX, VT, and later WV, and HI 
formed the metes and bounds states. One of the 
biggest differences between land in the public land 
states and state land states is that public land was 
surveyed prior to being made available for purchase 
or homesteading, using the rectangular-survey 
system, otherwise known as the township-range 
system. 
 
When a survey was done on new public land, two 
lines were run at right angles to each other through 
the territory - a base line running east and west and 
meridian line running north and south. The land was 
then divided into sections from the point of this 
intersection as follows: 
  
Township and Range: 
 
Townships, a major subdivision of public lands under 
the rectangular survey system, is standard to measure 
approximately six miles on a side (thirty-six square 
miles).  
 
Townships are then numbered from the base line 
north and south and then from the meridian line east 
and west. The east/west identification is known as the 
Range. A Township is identified by this relationship 
to a base line and a principal meridian. 
 
Example: Township 3 North, Range 9 West, 5th 
Principal Meridian 
 
Identifies a specific township that is 3 tiers north 
from the base line and 9 tiers west (Range) of the 5th 
Principal Meridian 
 

 



Section Number: 
 
Townships were then further broken down into thirty-
six sections of 640 acres each (one square mile) 
called sections, which were numbered with reference 
to the base line and meridian line. 
 
Aliquot Parts:  
 
Sections were then further subdivided into smaller 
pieces, such as halves and quarters, while still 
(generally) keeping the land in a square. Aliquot Parts 
were used to represent the exact subdivision of each 
such section of land. Halves of a Section (or 
subdivision thereof) are represented as N, S, E, and 
W (such as the north half of section 5).  
 
Quarters of a Section (or subdivision thereof) are 
represented as NW, SW, NE, and SE (such as the 
northwest quarter of section 5). Sometimes, several 
Aliquot Parts are required to accurately describe a 
parcel of land. 
Example: ESW denotes the east half of the southwest 
quarter of a section, containing 80 acres. 
 
Example:  
 
ESW denotes the east half of the southwest quarter of 
a section, containing 80 acres.  In general:  
 
Township contains 23,040 acres  
Section contains 640 acres 
1/2 Section contains 320 acres 
1/4 Section contains 160 acres  
1/2 half of a quarter contains 80 acres  
1/4 of a quarter contains 40 acres, etc. 
 
A legal land description for the public land states 
might, for instance, be written as: the west half of the 
northwest quarter, section 8, township 38, range 24, 
containing 80 acres, usually abbreviated as W½ of 
NW¼ 8=T38=R24, containing 80 acres.  
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Publication. The study plots the history of more than 
140,000 United States based newspapers starting in 
1690 through the present.  Their data originates from  
Library of Congress collection titled “Chronicling 
America” showing the number of newspapers by any 
calendar year.  Filtering of newspapers based on 
ethnicity, or language is part of the project and found 
online at Stanford University.   
 
TYPES OF NEWSPAPERS: 
 
Dependant upon the population, needs, and ethnicity 
of local communities often dictated the types of 
newspapers published and available to genealogists.  
 
Daily-Most common type of newspaper published in 
larger urban populated cities.  
 
Weekly-Published in smaller rural communities, but 
can include cities where newspaper didn’t have large 
circulation like dailies.   
 
Semi-Weekly-Published usually twice weekly in 
towns and cities. Sometimes called Bi-Weekly.  
 
Monthly-Published once monthly.  
 
Political-Published nationally with details about 
political parties. Example: Liberator of Boston, MA 
 
Ethnic-Important newspapers often published 
weekly or monthly on immigrants and families.  
 
Fraternal-Often associated with our ancestors both 
men and women who belonged to organizations like 
the freemasons or the I.O.O.F. among others.  
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
 
One of our great statesman Thomas Jefferson, 
summed up his feelings about the press when he 
wrote 'Where the press is free and every man able 
to read, all is safe”' One of the essential rudiments 
of doing genealogy research is discovering record 
found in print. Newspapers historically have been 
published daily, weekly, and monthly and often 
contain information about our ancestors that might 
not be found anywhere else. From obituaries, to 
legal notices, business information, and small town 
happenings, these records are the fabric of our 
national identity. This lecture will also focus on 
collection of online newspapers that are scanned 
and digitized today for access by genealogists."  
 
GROWTH OF NEWSPAPERS: 
 
Newspapers in the United States has grown steadily 
over the last couple of centuries from the earliest 
newspaper called “Publick [Public] Occurrences: 
Both Forreign [Foreign] and Domestick 
[Domestic]” published & edited by Richard Pierce 
and Benjamin Harris in Boston, MA on September 
25, 1690.  The newspaper was 6X10 inches with 3 
pages of print and one blank page. After a single 
printing of the newspaper it was shut down. 
Afterwards the first continuous published 
newspaper was the Boston News-Letter which 
published its first issue on April 24, 1704.   
 
Stanford University conducted a scholarly study 
into the growth of newspapers from 1690-2011 and 
created a visual presentation breaking down when 
and where newspapers over time have started in  
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GENEALOGY RESEARCH IN NEWSPAPERS

https://web.stanford.edu/group/ruralwest/cgi-bin/drupal/visualizations/us_newspapers


 
 

• Divorce Proceedings 
• Engagements (Couples Planning on Marriage) 
• Epidemics (Influenza of 1918-1919) 
• Elections (Both Local and County Government) 
• Fires, Floods, and other Natural Disasters 
• Foreclosures (Property)  
• Gossip (Local Town Happenings) 
• Graduations (Colleges, Universities and Schools) 
• Hotel Guests (Out of Town Visitors) 
• Hospital Admittance and Discharges 
• Immigration and Naturalization 
• Indentured Servants (Include those who escaped) 
• Jury or Juror Lists (Occupations and Residence) 
• Legal Notices 
• Letters to the Editor/Owner of Newspapers 
• Memorials (Anniversary of Death) 
• Military Records (Musters, and Drafts) 
• Missing Persons or Abandoned  
• Passenger Arrivals (Persons Arriving) 
• Patents of Invention (Filed Patent w/Government) 
• Personal Listings (About Individuals) 
• Persons who Moved (See City Directories) 
• Photographs (Woodcarvings and Drawings) 
• Police Blotters (Arrests, Crime) 
• Post Office (Letters Waiting) 
• Public Announcements (Important locally) 
• Price Control (Historical Cost for Goods) 
• Reunions (Great for extended family information) 
• Retailers Licenses 
• Runaway Notices (For Slaves and Servants) 
• Schools and Education (Students and Higher 

Education) 
• Shipping (Schedules and Manifests) 
• Social Pages (Local Happenings in Community) 
• Statistics (Records of Census, Etc.) 
• Tavern Licenses (Published Yearly) 
• Women’s Issues (Suffrage, Education)  
 
NOTE-The above listing isn’t exhaustive and will 
include other genealogical sources of information.  
 
 
 
 

Occupational/Trade-Often an excellent source of 
information in newspaper form to determine an 
ancestors occupation or whether members of 
unions. Example The Grange News of WA.  
 
Religious-Another type of newspaper that catered 
to specific religious groups ranging from Catholics 
to the Church of the Brethren as all in between.  
 
Government-There are United States Government 
related publications and newspapers that cover our 
history. Example-Happy Days newspaper of CCC.  
 
Military-Some newspapers were published relating 
to military regiments, divisions, and brigades 
during periods of war. Example: Rainbow Reveille 
newspaper published during World War I in 1917.  
 
GENEALOGY INFORMATION: 
 
Newspapers because they have been published so 
long and cover nearly every population area of the 
United States will often contain genealogy details 
about families otherwise not available elsewhere.  
 
Obituaries and/or Funeral Notices-Genealogists will 
often look in newspapers to find this type of record 
first to document their family.  Beyond these good 
records are numerous other genealogical sources 
found in newspapers-listed her alphabetically: 
 
• Advertisements (Business or Personal) 
• Alderman or JP Proceedings (Local) 
• Anniversaries (Wedding or Birth)  
• Auctions or Sales (Including Sheriff Sales) 
• Bankruptcy Notices  
• BMD Records 
• Clubs or Organizations (Example Fraternal) 
• Coroner Reports (Suspicious Deaths) 
• County or Township Spending (Accounts) 
• Court Proceedings (Wills, Deeds, Taxes) 
•  



LOCATING  NEWSPAPER RECORDS: 
 
Historical newspapers can be searched at a variety 
of locations all across the United States.  Access 
and restrictions may apply to some, while other 
locations may have limited collections; 
 
Library of Congress-Outside of the online source 
of Chronicling American (mentioned later), the 
library has one of largest collection of both filmed 
and original bound newspapers available. Anyone 
interested should start in the Newspaper and 
Current Periodical Reading Room. 
 
Genealogical & Historical Societies-Many local 
societies have their own collections of newspaper 
sources both filmed and bound that cover their 
local geographic area.  Consult your local society.  
 
State Libraries and Archives-Like local societies 
these research facilities located in every state will 
often have in their custody newspapers both on 
film and loose bound that cover their own states 
and in some cases neighboring states and regions.  
 
LDS Church-The Church doesn’t collect and film 
or digitize newspapers, however they do collect 
and scan books and manuscripts that may contain 
indexes to newspapers, obituaries, or other record. 
 
Colleges & Universities-An underused source of 
records for genealogists are found in centers for 
higher education.  Many schools have their own 
newspaper collections. Consult individually for 
rules, and regulations governing their collections.  
 
Public Libraries-Once having exhausted state, 
local, and college collections of newspapers, next 
consider searching your local city library as the 
newspapers being sought may not be located 
anywhere else.  

ONLINE NEWSPAPER DATABASES: 
 
Outside of the previous listed onsite locations for 
newspapers sources there are several excellent places 
to search for scanned or digitized newspapers. The 
following list is separated by free vs. subscription 
based databases.   
 
Free Newspapers Online: 
 
Chronicling America-Supported by the Library of 
Congress in Washington, DC with access to more 
than 153K titles covering more than 30 individual 
states between 1784-1924. Search LOC.  
 
Fulton Newspapers-One of the best collection of 
newspapers covering a wide range of New York 
towns and cities.  Search at Fulton History.  
 
Ancestor Hunt-A really nice free website that lists 
states individually with links to newspapers that are 
online for searching. Search online at Ancestor Hunt. 
 
Elephind-Created to search online newspapers for 
free. The goal of the website is to make searchable 
online all newspapers.  Currently more than 3,000 
titles can be searched. Search online at Elephind.  
 
Subscription Based Newspapers Online: 
 
Newspaper Archives-Easy to navigate paid website 
that currently has digitized more than 2 billion pages 
of papers covering 1607 to the present and covering 
multiple counties. Search Newspaper.  
 
Newspaper-In 2012 Ancestry acquired this fee based 
website for digitized newspapers from the United 
States and several foreign countries.  Easy to use with 
newspapers covering 1690-Present.  Available online 
at Newspapers.com   
 
 

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
http://www.fultonhistory.com/Fulton.html
http://www.theancestorhunt.com/newspaper-research-links.html#.XH9kafZFyM8
https://elephind.com
https://newspaperarchive.com/
https://www.newspapers.com/


Genealogy Bank-Listed as a division of Newsbank 
with a large collection of newspapers. Two separate 
areas of research cover obituaries from 1977-present 
and historical newspapers from 1690-1980 with an 
emphasis on the United States with more than 7,000 
titles. Search at Genealogy Bank.  
 
My Heritage-Excellent resource of newspapers that 
are searchable online and OCR digitized. Collection 
was obtained from Google Historical Newspapers 
and can be searched in their newspapers.  
 
Ancestry-Limited in scope with newspapers that are 
offered and scanned.  Consult their catalog.  
 
Proquest Historical Newspapers-Institutional based 
database of newspapers for major cities both in the 
United States and globally. Consult your library.  
 
19th Century Newspapers-This collection of scanned 
records covers the larger Early American Newspaper 
Serials I dated from 1690-1976.  This collection can 
be accessed at numerous libraries by either a paid 
subscription or through a local library card.  Two 
libraries that have this collection include: 
 
The New England Historic Genealogical Society in 
Boston, MA and the Godfrey Memorial Library in 
Middletown, CT.  
 
REFERENCE SOURCES: 
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Beidler, James M. The Family Tree Historical 
Newspaper Guide: How to Find Your Ancestors in 
Archived Newspapers. Blue Ash, Ohio: Family Tree 
Books, 2018.  

Breland, Claudia C. Searching For Your Ancestors in 
Historic Newspapers. Gig Harbor: Genealogy and 
Online Research, 2014.  
 
Brigham, Clarence S. History and Bibliography of 
American Newspapers, 1690-1820. Worcester, Mass: 
American Antiquarian Society, 1975.  
 
Gregory, Winifred. American Newspapers, 1821-
1936: A Union List of Files Available in the United 
States and Canada. 1937 Reprint, New York: H. W. 
Wilson, 1967.  
 
Rowell, George & Company. American Newspaper 
Directory. New York: George P. Rowell & Co., 
1874.    The Library of Congress has a near complete 
set of this directory from 1869-1922 online in the 
Newspaper and Current Periodical Reading Room.   
__________________ 
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https://www.myheritage.com/research/category-8000/newspapers
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Not included with the CMSR for the Army are three 
sets of additional enlistments. Part of RG94 at the 
National Archives. Divided into groups:  
 
 Navy Personnel 
 Quartermaster General 
 Commissary General  
 
All three are available online at www.fold3.com  
 
REVOLUTIONARY WAR ROLLS, 1775-1783: 
 
Part of the group of records covering the 
Revolutionary War and organized by the name of the 
organization.  Searchable by Regiment, Battalion, 
and Companies) to locate details about military 
service for volunteers and men of the Continental 
Line. This collection is located at the National 
Archives in Washington, DC and is part of  RG94.  It 
is also at www.ancestry.com and at www.fold3.com.  
 
SERVICE RECORD VOLUNTEER, 1784-1811: 
 
After the Revolutionary War ended in 1783 a need to 
have militia and volunteers recorded was important to 
the newly formed United States.  Called the “Old 
War” series they include the Whiskey Rebellion 
(1794) and Shay’s Rebellion (1786) where militia 
and volunteers were called up for military service. 
 
The CMSR detail information found on the original 
muster rolls including; names, units, payrolls, 
receipts, returns, and lists of soldiers who served.  
This set of records is found online at www.fold3.com 
and www.ancestry.com 
 

    
 

INTRODUCTION:  
 
Researching your Revolutionary War ancestor can be 
very rewarding and provide otherwise unknown 
details about our ancestors from the 18th century.  In 
this lecture the focus will be on records at the 
National Archives that relate specifically to military 
service during the war.  Covered also are the Navy 
along with records that followed the conflict in 1783. 
Also examined in detail are pensions and bounty land 
records that offer the kind of genealogical material 
seldom seen in other records from the same time 
period.  Where available online-every effort has been 
made to provide links to online sources.  
 
COMPILED MILITARY SERVICE RECORDS: 
 
Central to the any Revolutionary War soldiers 
military service these records are housed at the 
National Archives in Washington, DC.  A project was 
begun in 1894 under the direction of the War 
Department and Colonel Fred C. Ainsworth  and the 
pension office to detail each soldiers military service 
during the war.  Records were painstakingly copied 
from the original documents and later were filmed 
and digitized and made available online.  
 
This group of records consist of card abstracts 
detailing entries relating to each soldier from original 
records. The original records are located at the 
National Archives in Washington, DC and part of 
RG94. Also included are muster rolls, pay lists, 
caption cards, and other related records. This cover 
the states of DE, MD, GA, MD, NH, NJ, NY, PA, 
NC, RI, SC, VT, and VA.  These records are online at 
www.fold3.com.  
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http://www.ancestry.com
http://www.fold3.com


 
 

Pensions could be categorized into three basic types 
that were approved by the US Government for soldiers 
and their dependents.   
 
Disability or Invalid Pensions - Awarded to soldiers 
for physical disabilities sustained while in service. 
 
Service Pensions - Awarded to veterans who served 
for specified periods of time.  
 
Widows' Pensions –Pension granted to women whose 
husbands had been killed in the war or were veterans 
who served for specified periods of time.  
 
Bounty Land was also available to eligible veterans. It 
was done to give veterans land in exchange for their 
military service. The record indexes and documents are 
available online at www.ancestry.com. When searching 
both Pensions and Bounty Land files, certain 
abbreviations used on the card index files which 
included:  
  
“W” Shows the file number for a widow pension 
application   
“S” Shown before the file number indicates a survivor-
and that the file contains post 1800 approved 
applications of the veteran for his pension.   
"B. L. Wt." Signifies a bounty-land warrant 
application file for the veteran soldier-containing 
details of service.   
“R” Indicated in the file number -shows that the 
pension application was rejected.  
  
Numerous Pension legislation evolved as the United 
States government determined the best way to care for 
veterans and their families for military service. These 
years included 1776, 1778, 1780, 1783, 1789, 1792, 
1806, 1818, 1820, 1823, 1828, 1832, 1836, 1838, 1848, 
and 1878 by the last act no more veterans lived. Bounty 
Land Act included 1778, 1803, 1806, 1850, 1852, and 
1855. Not included are State Bounty Lands.   

  
 

REVOLUTIONARY WAR MILITIA: 
 
Outside of the National Archives and the Compiled 
Service Records individual states recorded details 
about soldiers who served during the war.  The local 
militia weren’t regular soldiers, and typically served 
for shorter periods of enlistment and often stayed 
within their own state.  During the Revolutionary 
War there were different organizations at the Colony 
level. This included:   
 
Flying Camp-Not categorized as Militia. Called up 
for 6 month enlistments.  Many of these units fought 
under General George Washington.  
 
Continental Line– Equivalent of the regulars.  Like 
the Flying Camp they were not  militia.  
 
Associator’s-  Were military associations and were 
not subject to fines or penalties of the local militia.  
 
Check your local State Archive or State Library for 
collection relating to Revolutionary War service.  
One collection online is the Pennsylvania Archives 
Series which are available online at www.fold3.com  
 
PENSIONS & BOUNTY LAND: 
 
After the Revolutionary War ended soldiers who 
served faithfully were often eligible to receive 
pensions from the government. The records are 
housed at the National Archives in Washington, DC 
and available online at www.fold3.com  The records 
have details about the veterans military service, and 
genealogy about his family. Often containing copies 
of affidavits, oaths, and records from family bibles 
this might be most complete history available for 
your war ancestor. Another location online where 
these records are found is www.heritagequest.com 
but the only drawback for this set pertains to the lack 
of complete files being copied when scanned.  

http://www.ancestry.com
http://www.fold3.com
http://www.fold3.com
http://www.heritagequest.com


FINAL PAYMENT VOUCHERS: 
 
This collection details more than 65,000 voucher 
slips from 1818-1864 that serve as the final 
payments made to the veteran or widow.  The 
slips are not found in the pension applications and 
can provide additional details about the domicile, 
last payment date, death date of the veteran, 
dependant children, or maiden name of the 
widow. Also of importance is the Pension Act in 
which the veteran was first paid.  The records are 
found in the National Archives as part of RG217-
which is the Treasury Department and found 
online at www.fold3.com     
 
Two additional record sets that offer additional 
details come from both Georgia and Delaware.  
The records take the form of Affidavits and can 
provide additional genealogical information about 
the veteran or his immediate family.  This set of 
records is also found online at www.fold3.com 
 
PENSION PAYMENT LEDGERS: 
 
This set of records details payment ledgers from 
1818-1872, generated by the Treasury Office that  
recorded semi-annual payment to veterans of the 
Revolutionary War. The listing by states includes; 
name, rank, allowance, semi-annual payment, and 
often date of death when the veteran was dropped 
from the rolls. It is part of RG217 at the National 
Archives and is online at www.familysearch.org 
and also searchable at www.ancestry.com 
 
HESSIAN SOLDIERS: 
 
Group of soldiers contracted for military service 
in the Revolutionary War by England from 
Germany. During the course of the war, England 
hired about 30,000 German mercenaries to find in 
Colonial America.   

The Hessian soldiers were supplied from several 
principalities including Cassel, Hessen, and Prussia.  
Research should be concluded in the various German 
State Archives for muster rolls, and related 
documents.  Another source for general information 
regarding Hessian soldiers is found online at 
www.allthingsliberty.com.  Of the total number of 
soldiers who served less than 1/2 returned back to 
Germany.  Many were killed or wounded and taken 
prisoners.  Large pockets of Hessians remained in the 
United States after the war ended.  
  
LOYALISTS 
 
Loyalists were those who remained loyal to the 
British Crown during the Revolutionary War. Often 
called Tories. Land records is an excellent clue that a 
Loyalist left the area and gave up their property at the 
end of the war.  
 
Outside of local sources, searches should be 
conducted in the Library and Archives of Canada in 
Ottawa and the England’s National Archives were 
records of Loyalist who were organized in regiments 
are listed by names.  
 
At the end of the Revolutionary War- About 15% fled 
to other parts of the British Empire. Still others 
forfeited their lands and property.   
 
3 databases that document Loyalists during the 
Revolutionary War are available online at 
www.ancestry.com  
 
 UK American Loyalists Claims, 1776-1835 
 American Loyalists Migrations, 1765-1799 
 New York Sales of Loyalist Land, 1762-1830 
 
The last database even though from New York serves 
as an excellent source for families from Pennsylvania 
who may have moved between the two states.  

 

http://www.fold3.com
http://www.fold3.com
http://www.familysearch.org
http://www.ancestry.com
http://www.allthingsliberty.com
http://www.ancestry.com


FEDERAL CENSUS RECORDS: 
 
The 1840 Federal Census recorded veterans (or their 
widows) of the Revolutionary War.  Details included 
the name, age, and the listed head of household where 
the veteran was domiciled. The census of 1840 
Revolutionary War pensioners is recorded 
alphabetically by state, and then by county.  The list 
is available online at www.ancestry.com  
 
LINEAGE SOCIETIES: 
 
Descendants of veterans of the Revolutionary War 
could join organizations to remember and honor the 
service of their military ancestor. This is done by 
establishing documented relationships through 
multiple generations from the applicant to the 
qualifying ancestor. Some of these organizations 
include;   
 
Daughters of the American Revolution 
Headquarters  
1776 D. Street, NW Washington, DC  20006  
Phone: 202-628-1776  
www.dar.org  
 
The DAR library in Washington, DC is one of the 
largest and most comprehensive collections of 
material that relates to Revolutionary War service for 
persons who are related.  Searches of the files can be 
done online at their website with a fee to obtain 
copies of the original files at the library.   
 
Sons of the American Revolution-  
Headquarters  
1000 South 4th Street  
Louisville, Kentucky 40203-3208  
Phone: 502-589-1776  
www.sar.org  

The applications of members of the SAR are scanned 
and available online covering the years  1889-1970.  
Records are searchable online at www.ancestry.com 
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research sources can be employed that  
are shared in common.  For example church 
records will exist for areas of high or low 
population.  By looking at sources that are 
more prevalent in urban research will it 
become more practical to finding your 
ancestors in larger cities.  
 
CITY DIRECTORIES: 
 
This valuable resource is an asset when 
researching urban family history. City 
Directories contain alphabetical listings of 
residents in cities, and towns often giving 
small details about families.  Directories 
included names, addresses, occupations, and 
employers by name.   
 
The earliest attempt to record persons who 
lived in urban areas came from New York. In 
1665 with the colonization and settlement of 
New Amsterdam the first directory was 
printed for what would eventually become 
New York.  This was followed almost a 
decade later with the first printed directory of 
an American city in 1752 for Baltimore.  
 
The very first officially published city 
directory was 1785 in Philadelphia, PA.  This 
was followed by New York in 1786, and later 
in Boston in 1789. Many directories were 
published yearly and often would span 
multiple decades. 
 
For Example: Philadelphia, PA published 
City Directories from 1785-1935, with the last 
one in 1935.   
 

INTRODUCTION: 
 
Researching in larger metropolitan and urban 
areas is not without challenges as genealogists 
need to familiarize themselves with a broad 
range of resources. Conducting research in 
larger population centers also is rewarded as 
some of the type of records used for urban 
research are not as readily available in smaller 
rural communities. Using city and business 
directories, maps, census, tax records, and 
other sources documenting your urban 
ancestors can be done more effectively. 

URBAN TOOLS AND TECHNIQUES: 
 
Many different research methods and sources 
can be utilized to find details about your 
ancestors in urban city areas.  
 
 City Directories 
 Census Records 
 Newspapers  
 Map Collections/Gazetteers  
 Tax Lists  
 Court Records  
 Utilities 
 Vital Records 
 Business Records 
 
RURAL VS URBAN RESEARCH: 
 
Whether researching families in urban centers 
or in rural areas of population several 
commonly used genealogy  
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For Example-New York recorded state census 
records from 1865 to 1925.  As early as 1875 the 
New York State Census in the city of New York 
listed the exact street addresses for residents.   
 
Federal and State Census records can be found at 
a number of locations.  Besides onsite searches 
can be done online at the following 
www.archives.gov, and at  
Family Search at www.familysearch.org along 
with Ancestry at www.ancestry.com and other 
online databases found on www.fold3.com.  
 
NEWSPAPERS: 
 
One resource for finding your urban family 
members takes the form of newspapers. It is with 
local records of vital records, events, court 
information, and gossip that many of the details 
of our ancestors lives can be located in city 
newspapers. Newspapers for conducting 
genealogy research can be found to be printed in 
many different times.  Some newspapers are 
printed daily, other weekly, still other semi-
weekly and monthly.  Newspapers also have 
been published for specific target audiences and 
can aid genealogists in other ways.  
 
Different types of newspapers publications 
include the following:  
 
 General (Example-New York Times) 
 Ethnic (Example-The Jewish Post) 
 Religious (Example-Boston Liberator) 
 Political (Example-New York Log Cabin) 
 Fraternal (Example-Detroit Fraternal News) 
 Military (Example-Army & Navy Journal) 
 African American (Example-Los Angeles 

Sentinel or Jackson Advocate) 
 
Online searches for newspapers are available at 
www.ancestry.com. Several excellent paid 
databases include www.genealogybank.com  
www.newspapers.com and on another site at  
www.newspaperarchive.com  

City Directories and their many different 
addendums can be found at a number of 
locations.  Besides viewing directories onsite at 
libraries, archives, and genealogical and 
historical societies; many directories have been 
scanned and are available online to patrons-these 
include:  
 
Library of Congress at www.loc.gov 
National Archives at www.archives.gov 
Family Search at www.familysearch.org 
Ancestry at www.ancestry.com and other online 
database found on www.fold3.com  
 
CENSUS RECORDS: 
 
The United States Census first recorded in 1790 
was a decennial census that was mandated 
through Article 1, Section 2 of the United States 
Constitution. It simply stated that 
"Representatives and direct Taxes shall be 
apportioned among the several States ... 
according to their respective Numbers”. The 
enumeration would take place within three years 
of the ratifying of the Constitution and taken 
thereafter every ten years. The first census being 
taken in 1790.  The last public available census 
is 1940 as the United States Census has a 72 
record of privacy.  
 
When researching in urban cities the use of the 
Federal Census can be the difference in locating 
someone or missing the family. For larger cities 
and urban centers; addresses were often listed on 
the census records that started as early as the 
1880 Census.  For some areas of the United 
States the 1870 Census (an example of New 
York), also recorded Street Addresses.  
 
Besides searching the United States Census 
genealogists should consider searching for State 
census records if they are available.  A number 
of States recorded their own special schedules.  

http://www.archive.gov
http://www.familysearch.org
http://www.ancestry.com
http://www.fold3.com
http://www.ancestry.com
http://www.genealogybank.com
http://www.newspapers.com
http://www.newspaperarchive.com
http://www.loc.gov
http://www.archive.gov
http://www.familysearch.org
http://www.ancestry.com
http://www.fold3.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_congressional_apportionment


TAX LISTS: 
 
The collection of taxes both locally and 
nationally have been supported since before the 
days of the United States Constitution. For larger 
cities and towns contacting the local State 
Archive or Library or to travel locally to the area 
of interest is the best way to locate tax lists.  
 
The United States on two occasions did collect 
and record taxpayers at the national level. The 
first was in 1798. In July, 1798 the United States 
Congress authorized the first tax list.  This was 
sometimes referred to as the “Window Tax”. The 
lists sometime did provide exact street addresses 
for the residents who were to pay the taxes.   
 
Again from 1862-1918 taxes were recorded 
nationally. On July 1, 1862 the United States 
Congress passed the Internal Revenue Act that 
created what would become the modern I.R.S.  
The revenue collected was intended to support 
the war effort and pay the public debt created as 
a result of the Civil War.   In 1913 the 16th 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was ratified 
which authorized Congress to impose a personal 
income tax on individuals.   
 
COURT RECORDS: 
 
When researching your ancestors in cites and 
town-it is highly probably to find your family 
will appear in documents that show up in court 
records.  There are two different sub groups of 
court records; either Federal Court or State Court 
records. Inside the Federal Court system there 
are four basic court jurisdictions in the United 
States-most of which date from the founding of 
the country.  
 

MAP COLLECTIONS: 
 
Researching various map sources can aid in 
discovering your urban ancestors: Some include: 
 
Cadastral Maps-These are maps that offer 
excellent details about property and for 
ownership.  The maps take the form of both city 
and county atlases that date from early in the 
history of the United States in many of the larger 
urban cities. In some cities like Philadelphia-the 
earliest map was drawn by Thomas Holmes in 
1683 when he was commissioned by William 
Penn.  Tens of thousands of maps since then 
have been produced over the next three 
centuries.   Some of the more popular artists and 
map makers included: F.W. Beers and Henry 
Bridgens among others. Some maps can be 
located onsite in the geographic area of interest 
in the cities; at many libraries and archives.  
Many cadastral maps are available on a national 
level at the Library of Congress and can be 
searched online at www.loc.gov. 
 
D.A. Sanborn Maps-The Sanborn Fire Insurance 
Company was founded by David A. Sanborn 
(1827-1883) in 1867.  Trained as a surveyor he 
founded his company to document properties in 
cities and towns across the United States for fire 
insurance purposes.  The largest collection of the 
D.A. Sanborn maps is housed at the Library of 
Congress in the Maps & Geography Reading 
Room. Available to search online at 
www.loc.gov.  

Panoramic Maps-These maps became a very 
popular form of cartographic mapping depicting 
towns and cities across the United States from 
the latter half of the nineteenth century to the 
early twentieth century.  They are sometimes 
referred to as “Bird Eye” view maps.    The 
largest collection of available panoramic maps 
exist at the Library of Congress in Washington, 
DC.   

http://www.loc.gov
http://www.loc.gov
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 District Courts 
 Circuit Courts 
 Circuit Court of Appeals 
 Supreme Court of the United states.  
 
Record documents that record urban ancestors 
can include the following jurisdictional courts: 
 
 Admiralty Court 
 Civil Court 
 Equity Court 
 Chancery Court 
 Criminal Court 
 Bankruptcy Court 
 Naturalization Court 
 Confiscation Act 
 Fugitive Slave Act 
 
Outside of the Federal Court system to find 
urban ancestors-searches can be done locally at 
the State and County level in larger cities in 
court records.  This includes:  
 
 Probate Court 
 Deeds/Indentures 
 Naturalizations 
 Civil Matters 
 Justice of the Peace/Alderman 
  
These State and local courts could have different 
names applied by locality.  
.   
VITAL RECORDS: 
 
Urban centers often contain vital records where 
other jurisdictions may not be recorded:  
For Example: Pennsylvania recorded vital 
records from 1852-1855 (not complied with), 
and later again from 1893-1905 (before the 
whole state kept records), later in 1906.   



Strengthening LDS Family Organizations Through DNA 
 

FamilyRoots Conference, 2019, St. George, Utah 
 

Presenters: 
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Session Description 

This class will discuss how LDS family organizations can increase their membership 
and strengthen family relationships through using various DNA tests.  Examples and 
results from two large LDS ancestral family organizations who have successful used 
DNA tests to increase and enhance their association will be presented. 

 

Genetic Genealogy 

Combining the use of DNA testing and Genealogy is a relatively young method of family 
research. …In the late 1990's, there were several highly publicized cases, i.e.: the 
"Cheddar Man", Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemmings, and the last Czar of Russia's 
family, to name a few, in which DNA was utilized to prove or disprove relationships to 
people that have long since been deceased. The media coverage of these, and other 
cases, helped to bring DNA testing for genealogical applications to the commercial 
market in the year 2000.  …The International Society of Genetic Genealogy (ISOGG) 
was founded in 2005 by DNA project administrators who shared a common vision: the 
promotion and education of genetic genealogy. 
https://isogg.org/wiki/Wiki_Welcome_Page; https://isogg.org/wiki/Portal:DNA_testing 

 

Sources about Genetic Genealogy and DNA Tests   
Links to the articles below can be found at:  

https://sites.google.com/view/ldsafa/resources/dna-research 

2017: DNA - What, When, How, Why - FAWs for Beginners, by Donna Rutherford.  This 
article provides information information and understanding about genetic DNA testing. 

2017: Still Not Soup, by Judy G. Russell.  This article presents the concerns, limitations 
and problems surrounding DNA ethnicity estimates. 

https://isogg.org/wiki/Wiki_Welcome_Page


2018: DNA Testing, by the International Society of Genetic Genealogy (ISGG).  This 
article and others by ISGG contains extensive information about DNA tests. 

2018: Is DNA testing telling us more than we want to know? The untold story of 
Ancestry.com, by Erica Evans, Deseret News, May 30, 2018. 

 

What If A DNA Test Does Not Support Your Genealogical Assumptions 

Always remember that "Family is family, whether it is by blood, adoption or inheritance." 
If DNA testing does not support your genealogical assumptions, do not distance 
yourself from those who have supported and loved you during your life. Regardless of 
how you received or acquired your surname--whether it was by blood, adoption or 
inheritance--stay close to those who know and love you, and invest in strengthening 
family ties that connect you to those you call and know as "family". 

 

DNA Tests Can Help Grow Family Organizations 

LDS family organizations can use the publicized calculated (or estimated) DNA 
relatedness of individuals who are identified as cousins by different DNA testing 
companies to grow and sustain their associations.  This can be done through: 1) the 
organization contacting all similar surnamed individuals who are identified by various 
DNA testing companies as related to other same-surnamed individuals and inviting 
them to join and contribute their lineage to the organization; and 2) the organization 
encouraging all first-to-fourth generation “cousins” who various DNA testing companies 
calculate (or estimate) are related to other known family members to join and contribute 
their lineage to the organization. 

 

Conclusions From DNA Tests By Two Ancestral Family Organizations 

Various DNA tests by two large LDS ancestral family organizations have shown that 
DNA tests can approximately or reasonably identify and publicize calculated (or 
estimated) relatedness between cousins back to about four generations.  However, the 
accuracy of such calculated (or estimated) relationships between living individuals can 
be significantly different than what is genealogically provable.  Also the shown 
geographical distributions and percentages of association to estimated ancestral 
locations can vary considerably between companies.   

 



  

 
 
 

Solving British Family Mysteries Through Combing Clues 
Found in Both Civil and Church Records in England and Wales 

 
Jacqueline Tritsch, CG® 

 
Join us as we apply practical techniques and explore the parentage of George Haycock! 

 
 

 Civil Census Records 
 
Census enumerations in England and Wales were recorded a bit differently than those 
recorded in the United States. The enumerations were not based on where a person lived 
precisely; rather, they were based on where a person slept on a specific night.1 Census 
records currently available to the public which listed individual household members 
include 6 June 1841, 30 March 1851, 7 April 1861, 2 April 1871, 3 April 1881, 5 April 1891, 
31 March 1901, and 2 April 1911. Census records generally contain information regarding 
a person’s name, address, residence, age, marital status, occupation, and place of birth. 
 
The 1939 Register is also an invaluable source similar to a census record. The 1931 census 
was destroyed during World War II, and no census was taken in 1941. The register is the 
most complete census substitute for the years between 1921 and 1951. 
 

 Civil Registration of Birth, Marriages, and Deaths 
 
Civil registration, the governmental recording of births, marriages, and deaths, began 1 July 
1837.2 Certificates must be purchased from the General Register Office (www.gro.gov.uk); 
however, a free index is available from the General Register Office and from FreeBMD 
(www.freebmd.org.uk). 
 

 
1 "Census Records," National Archives, http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-

research/research-guides/census-records, accessed June 2019. 
2 "Births, Marriages and Deaths in England and Wales," National Archives, 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/birth-marriage-death-
england-and-wales/, accessed June 2019. 
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Birth certificate information generally contains the birth date and place; the child’s name 
and gender; the father’s name and occupation; the mother’s full maiden name; and the 
informant’s name, residence, and relationship to the infant.3 
 
Marriage certificate information generally contains the marriage date and place, including 
the name of the church if applicable; the names, ages, marital condition, profession, and 
residences of the bride and groom at the time of the marriage; the names and occupations 
of the fathers of the bride and groom, including notations if the fathers were deceased; and 
signatures or marks of the bride, groom, and witnesses. 
 
Death certificates hold the least genealogical value as they do not list the names of parents 
for adults. They do generally contain the death date and place, the name, gender, 
occupation, and cause of death; and the name, residence, and relationship of the death 
informant. 
 

 Church Records4 
 
Before 1837, only churches recorded christenings, marriages, and burials in England and 
Wales. “Non-Conformists” are adherents of any religion other than the Church of England.  
 
Church of England Registers 
 
Church of England, or Anglican, records include christenings, marriages, and burials. The 
records were first kept at a parish level; such records are called “parish registers.” A 
transcription of the parish registers was made annually and submitted to the diocese; such 
records are called “bishop’s transcripts.” Variations in the information recorded regarding 
individual sacramental events are common. Both records should ALWAYS be checked. 
Beginning in 1813, parish registers were recorded on a pre-printed form.  
 
Baptismal records generally contain the given name of the child; the father’s given name; 
the father’s occupation and residence after 1813; the mother’s given name, though 
generally not her surname; the christening date; and occasionally the birth date. 

 
3 “England Civil Registration,” FamilySearch Wiki, https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en 

/England_Civil_Registration, accessed June 2019. 
4 “England Church Records,” FamilySearch Wiki, https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en 

/England_Church_Records, accessed June 2019. 
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Marriage records generally contain at minimum the names of the bride and groom and the 
marriage date. After 1754, a form was used to record marriages in parishes. The form 
included the names of the witnesses, the name of the minister, and if the marriage was by 
banns or license. After 1837, marriage records also recorded the ages of the bride and 
groom and the names and occupations of their fathers. Licenses were issued by the diocese 
and often contain large amounts of information. If your ancestor was married by license, 
you will definitely want to find a copy of it. 
 
Burial records at a minimum generally contain the name of the deceased person and the 
date of burial. Fathers’ names are frequently given for deceased children, husbands’ names 
are frequently given for deceased wives, and it may be noted if the decedent was a widow. 
After 1813, pre-printed forms included the age, residence, and occupation of the deceased, 
as well as the minister’s signature. 
 
Non-sacramental church records are referred to as “parish chest records.” Such records can 
contain much information of genealogical value, including records regarding care for the 
poor and care of children of unwed mothers; examinations to see if a person had a legal 
right to live in the parish, and if not, their expulsion from the parish; apprenticeship 
documents; military certificates; and more. 
 
Non-Conformist Registers 

 
Between the years 1754 and 1837, legal marriages, except for marriages of Quakers and 
Jews, were only valid if performed by the Church of England, regardless of a person’s 
religion. One can suspect his or her family may have been non-conformist if a marriage is 
found recorded in Church of England records but not christening records for the couple’s 
children. If a non-conformist church did not have a burial ground of its own, deceased 
persons could be buried in the Church of England parish cemetery. 



  

 
 
 

Understanding Irish Jurisdictions 
 

Jacqueline Tritsch, CG® 
 

Join us as we apply practical techniques in converting jurisdictional boundaries  
to find the records we need. 

 
 

COMMON JURISDICTIONS IN IRELAND 
 

 Townlands 
 
Townlands are the smallest jurisdiction in Ireland and the closest equivalent of an address. 
Townlands very in size and population; however, on average they contain about a dozen 
households. Townlands are not the same as cities and towns, which are urban neighborhoods. The 
country of Ireland contains over 60,000 townlands. Townlands are represented in many 
genealogical records as a person’s place of abode. Counties can contain multiple townlands with the 
same name.   
 

 Cities and Towns 
 
Cities and towns are urban neighborhoods. Cities are made up of townlands or sometimes can be 
part of a large townland. In urban areas, a person’s place of abode can be listed as his or her street, 
rather than the townland. 
 

 Parishes 
 
Townlands fit inside parishes yet may straddle parish boundaries. Ireland contains three types of 
parishes: civil parishes, Church of Ireland (Anglican) parishes, and Roman Catholic parishes. 
Parishes and other jurisdictions in Ireland can be non-contiguous, meaning they can be made up of 
parts not geographically adjacent to the rest of the same jurisdiction. 
 
Civil Parishes 
 
Civil parish jurisdictions were responsible for collecting taxes (tithes), helping to raise armies, and 
caring for the poor. The boundaries of parishes were sometimes drawn before the boundaries of 
baronies or counties and can straddle those boundaries. Not being aware of such conditions may 
cause false negative results when searching indexes. A civil parish on average contains about two 
dozen townlands; there are nearly 2,500 of them in Ireland. 
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Church of Ireland Parishes (Anglican) 
 
Church of Ireland parishes generally, although not always, follow the boundaries of the civil 
parishes and are known by the same names. Records for these jurisdictions include christening, 
marriage, and burial registers. Vestry minutes, or the business records of the parish, when they 
survive, can be an excellent source of genealogical data.  
 
Roman Catholic Parishes 
 
Roman Catholic parishes are generally significantly larger in area than Church of Ireland or civil 
parishes. A Roman Catholic parish and a Church of Ireland parish of the same name, located in the 
same county, can have no actual geographical area in common. Roman Catholic parishes can 
straddle county boundaries. When full Catholic emancipation was granted in 1829, many new 
Roman Catholic parishes were created. As new parishes were created, registers for the existing 
parishes could have been split, rather than the new parish starting fresh with new registers, 
requiring the need for registers for both parishes to be studied. Roman Catholic parishes can have 
alias names. 
 

 Ecclesiastical Dioceses 
 
A diocese is a group of ecclesiastical parishes presided over by a bishop. Church of Ireland dioceses 
held significant powers. They functioned as the probate court until probate districts were 
established in 1858 for the purpose of proving wills and granting administrations. If a couple 
wanted to be married by license, rather than by banns, the license could only be granted by the 
Church of Ireland dioceses, even if the bride and groom were not Anglican. Dioceses fit inside 
ecclesiastical provinces. 
 

 Ecclesiastical Provinces 
 
Ecclesiastical dioceses fit into ecclesiastical provinces and are headed by an archbishop. The Church 
of Ireland and the Roman Catholic church each maintain ecclesiastical provinces. 
 

 Counties 
 
A county is a civil jurisdiction made up of civil parishes and is the principal unit of local 
government. Each county has a capital town. 
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 Civil Provinces 
 
Counties fit into civil provinces, of which there were four in Ireland: Connaught, Leinster, Munster, 
and Ulster. Provinces no longer hold administrative functions. 
 

 Poor Law Unions (PLU) 
 
Anciently, the Church of Ireland was responsible for the caring of the poor at the parish level. A 
system of poor relief was established in 1838, and assistance to the poor was provided in 
workhouses. Poor law union boundaries are especially important to genealogical research as they 
became the basis of boundaries for civil registration. Unions did not respect county boundaries and 
were generally centered in market towns. 
 

 Civil Registration Districts 
 
Civil registration is the government recording of births, marriages, and deaths. Registrars’ districts 
were created in 1844 in preparation for when Anglican marriages began to be recorded civilly in 
1845. Superintendent registrars’ districts were created in 1863 in preparation for country-wide 
recording beginning in 1864. Civil registration records contain the townland, the superintendent 
registrar’s district, and the registrar’s district. The name of the civil or ecclesiastical parish must be 
extrapolated. Children can appear to be baptized before their birth date because of fudged birth 
dates to avoid late registration fines. 
 

 District Electoral Divisions (DED) 
 
District electoral divisions were created in 1838. They are made up of groups of townlands and are 
considered subdivisions of Poor Law Unions (PLU). Some land record are arranged by DED. 
 

 Baronies 
 
Baronies were used in the identification of property in land surveys and early census records. 
Baronies were made up groups of townlands. They became less important in 1838 when Poor Law 
Unions (PLU) were established. 
 

JURISDICTIONAL CONVERSION BOOKS 
 

 James G. Ryan, Irish Records: Sources for Family and Local History (United States: Ancestry Inc., 
1997). 

 Brian Mitchell, A New Genealogical Atlas of Ireland (Baltimore, MD: Genealogical Publishing 
Company, Inc., 2002). Includes maps of Presbyterian congregations. 

 Claire Santry, The Family Tree Irish Genealogy Guide (Cincinnati, OH: Family Tree Books, 2017). 



4 

 

 

FREE JURISDICTIONAL ONLINE TOOLS 
 

 Sean Ruad, The Ireland Townland Database, https://thecore.com/seanruad 
 

 Fiontar & Scoil na Gaeilge (DCU) and The Placenames Branch, Department of Culture, Heritage 
and the Gaeltacht, Placenames Database of Ireland, https://www.logainm.ie/en/ (English) or 
https://www.logainm.ie/ga/ (Gaelic). 
 

 John Grenham, Irish Placenames, https://www.johngrenham.com/places/. Multiple jurisdiction 
search, wildcard searching allowed. 
 

 John Grenham, Civil Parishes, https://johngrenham.com/places/civil_index.php. Drill down 
map. 
 

 John Grenhan, Catholic Parishes in Ireland, https://johngrenham.com/places/rcmap_index.php. 
Drill down map, hover to see alias names. 
 

 John Grenham, Poor Law Unions (1851), https://johngrenham.com/places/plu_index.php. Drill 
down map. 
 

 Samuel Lewis, Topographical Dictionary of Ireland, 1837, 
https://www.libraryireland.com/topog. Search alphabetically to find Gaelic name spelling 
variants. 
 

 A Vision of Britain Through Time, Places, Expert Search, 
http://visionofbritain.org.uk/expertsearch. Wildcards allowed. 
 

 Genuki UK & Irish Genealogy, Genuki Gazetteer, https://www.genuki.org.uk/gazetteer. Map 
plotting and integration with gazetteer descriptions. 
 

 Ordnance Survey Ireland, Map Viewer, https://www.osi.ie. Drill down or place searchable maps. 
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FINDING THE ANCESTRAL HOMETOWN  
 
El l ie Vance, B.A.   

In order to pursue your immigrant ancestor’s family l ine outs ide of the 
United States, knowing the country, or even the region they l ived in, is  
s imply not enough. In most cases, in order to f ind the records, i t  is  
necessary to narrow it  down to the exact town or vi l lage. Unfortunately, 
locating the hometown can often prove to be a daunting task, but 
careful research in the United States can reveal useful clues as to where 
your ancestor emigrated from. This guide seeks to provide you with 
resources and ideas for locating the ancestral hometown.  
 

RECORDS THAT MIGHT REVEAL THE HOMETOWN:  

§ FAMILY RECORDS: family tradition, family bible, photo albums, old letters 
(pay special attention to postmarks and/or stamps), diaries, etc.  

 

§ CENSUS RECORDS: locate every census; pay special attention to birth 
places (often just the name of the country), as well as immigration and 
naturalization information (1900-1930).  

 

§ VITAL RECORDS: search for marriage and death records in the United 
States. Also search for death records of children or spouses – these will 
often include only the name of a country, but they may provide a more 
specific locality or hometown. 

 

§ CHURCH RECORDS: church records, especially those from an ethnic 
group, often include information regarding ancestral hometowns.  

 

§ NEWSPAPER RECORDS: obituaries, especially if it is an ethnic newspaper.  
 

§ PASSENGER LISTS: ship lists of passengers. As time went on, more 
information was included on the records as outlined below.  

o Pre-1893: place of birth (oftentimes just a country) 
o 1893-1907: last residence, who they will join in the U.S. with name 

and relationship, who paid for the fares. 
o Post 1907: name and address of the passenger’s nearest relative in 

their native country.  
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§ EMIGRATION RECORDS: if immigration records don’t reveal the 
hometown, try looking for emigration records from their country of origin.  

 

§ NATURALIZATION RECORDS: naturalization records consist of a Declaration 
of Intention, Petition (Oath of Allegiance) and a Certificate. Search online 
databases; however, keep in mind that many naturalization records have 
not yet been indexed. Check the FamilySearch catalog for naturalization 
records in your county or contact the county courthouse.  

 

§ HOMESTEAD RECORDS: if your ancestor was one of 1.6 million 
homesteaders, homestead records might include more information 
regarding their birth and homeland of origin. Search the BLM-GLO index, 
then order the original record from the National Archives.  

 

§ ALIEN REGISTRATION: The Smith Act of 1940 required all aliens over the age 
of 14 to register. Forms include information regarding birth places, port of 
arrival, and physical descriptions. Records have been indexed on 
FamilySearch, but most originals are stored in Group 566 at the Kansas City 
office of the National Archives.  
 

§ SOCIAL SECURITY: lists people who died between 1962 and present day. 
Locate the indexed record using database such as FamilySearch or 
Ancestry and order the original SS-5 application from the Social Security 
Administration. The original provides more details than the index does.  

I ’VE SEARCHED THE RECORDS ABOVE AND STILL HAVEN’T LOCATED THE 
HOMETOWN. WHAT DO I  DO NOW?  

§ EXTEND TO THE FAN NETWORK (FRIENDS, ASSOCIATES AND NEIGHBORS) – 
research the lives of your ancestor’s siblings, parents, cousins, children, 
other immigrants living nearby etc. This research may provide clues as to 
your ancestor’s origins.  

 

§ INTERNATIONAL GENEALOGICAL INDEX (IGI) – search for your surname. 
Many names originate from a common locality – that might help narrow it 
down if surname consistently is found in one place. Search the IGI online 
at https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/igi 
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§ GOOGLE – search for in “immigrant’s name“ + country of origin – you 
never know what might come up! 

 

§ HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES – Contact historical or 
genealogical societies in your ancestor’s American locality – they may 
have information regarding your ancestor or histories of immigrants who 
lived in the community. 
 

§ FAMILYSEARCH WIKI FOR YOUR U.S. COUNTY – unique records not 
mentioned above might be available for your county. The FamilySearch 
Wiki is a great tool to see what resources are available!  
 

§ INDEXED FOREIGN RECORD COLLECTIONS – although many Foreign 
records have not yet been indexed, perhaps a record for your ancestor is. 
Check online databases at FamilySearch, Ancestry and My Heritage for 
record availability.  

I  FOUND THE HOMETOWN, WHAT DO I  DO NOW?  

Once the hometown has been discovered, use a gazetteer (geographical 
dictionary) or a historical map to locate the town. Understanding where the 
town was located is important to understanding the political and ecclesiastical 
jurisdictions and finding records.  

§ Try different spelling variations if you can’t immediately locate the 
hometown in a gazetteer or on a map. Search using voiced and 
unvoiced consonant pairs.   

B V D Z G 

P F T S K 
 

Useful gazetteers include:  

§ International: https://www.geonames.org/ 
§ German: https://www.meyersgaz.org/ 
§ UK and Ireland: https://www.genuki.org.uk/gazetteer  
§ England: http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/ Fix this link!!!! 
§ Check the FamilySearch Wiki for a gazetteer specific to your country or 

locality. Search “name of country gazetteer”  
§ Google search 
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Useful map collections include:  

§ David Rumsey Historical Map Collection: davidrumsey.com 
§ Library of Congress Maps Collection: loc.gov/maps/collections 
§ Old Maps Online Collection: oldmapsonline.org 
§ Google Maps: maps.google.com 

 

SOME HANDY LINKS:  

NEWSPAPERS: newspapers.com ($, but free on BYU campus); 
chroniclingamerica.loc.gov 

PASSENGER LISTS: ancestry.com/search/categories/img_passlists/ 

ELLIS ISLAND IMMIGRATION RECORDS: libertyellisfoundation.org/passenger 

EMIGRATION RECORDS: immigrants.byu.edu 

HOMESTEAD: glorecords.blm.gov 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES: archives.gov  

ALIEN REGISTRATION: familysearch.org/search/collection/2540918 

*this list is not comprehensive  

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE SEE:  
 

 “Tracing Immigrant Origins,” FamilySearch Wiki, http://familysearch.org/wiki.  
 

“Now What? Locating Your Immigrant Ancestor’s Hometown,” Family Tree Magazine, 27 
October 2010, familytreemagazine.com.  
 

“United States Naturalization and Citizenship,” FamilySearch Wiki, , 
http://familysearch.org/wiki.  
 

“US Immigration Passenger Arrival Records,” FamilySearch Wiki, , 
http://familysearch.org/wiki.  
 

“United States Church Records,” FamilySearch Wiki, http://familysearch.org/wiki. 
 

“Homestead Records,” FamilySearch Wiki, , http://familysearch.org/wiki. 
 

“U.S. Social Security Records for Genealogy,” FamilySearch Wiki, , 
http://familysearch.org/wiki.  

 

*Links current as of June 2019.  



 

INTRODUCTION TO GERMAN GENEALOGY USING MEYERS 
GAZETTEER AND FAMILYSEARCH.ORG 
  
El l ie Vance, B.A.  

WHAT IS MEYERS GAZETTEER?  
Meyers Gazetteer is  a dict ionary of German place names and is an important 
f i rst  step in German genealogical research. Because records are often kept at 
a town, parish or county level,  i t  i s  important to understand which pol it ical and 
rel igious jur isdict ions the town fel l  under at the t ime your ancestor l ives there. 
Meyers gazetteer al lows family histor ians to quickly and easi ly f ind the location 
of the ancestral hometown and the corresponding civi l  and church records.  
 

MEYERS GAZETTEER ONLINE: WWW.MEYERSGAZ.ORG (Be sure to use the “www.” – 
otherwise the website wi l l  not come up).  
Meyers Gazetteer is  avai lable onl ine and is easy to search! Simply go to 
www.meyersgaz.org and type in the name of the hometown. I f  the hometown 
is not found, try using these search techniques:  
-  Search using * as a wi ldcard to replace letters.  For example, i f  you were 
searching for Wi l lershagen you might use a wi ld card:  

o  To f ind al l  places beginning with Wil ler,  search for Wi l ler*.   
o  To f ind al l  places ending with hagen, type *hagen into the search box.  
o  To f ind al l  places that start with W and end with hagen, type W*hagen 

into the search box.  

If there is more than one result for your town, you may be able to determine which one 
it is by the region. To sort results, look for Filter results by region at the top of the page. 
Select the name of the region you are looking for from the drop down list.  

ENTRY PAGE 

The main page consists of several tabs. Under Entry, you will find the original entry 
written in a German script called Fraktur as well as a map of where the town is now 
located. On the right is information about several different jurisdiction levels. Pay 
special attention to the Standesamt, or civil registration records. This is where your 
ancestor would have registered vital events such as birth, marriage or death (civil 
registration typically begins in Germany in the 1870s). The next tab, Map, shows the 
location on a historical map. You can zoom in and out or press Toggle Historical Map 
to see a modern map overlayed. Under the Ecclesiastical tab, you may find up at the 
top the name of the Catholic or Lutheran parish. Otherwise, you can see the nearby 
Catholic and Protestant (Lutheran) parishes, or Jewish Synagogues and their distance 
away in miles. The location of the parish will be used to find church records.  
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INDEXED COLLECTIONS ON FAMILYSEARCH 

FamilySearch offers a wide variety of options for locating records for your German ancestors. 
There are several indexed collections such as:  
 

DATABASE NAME: URL:  

Germany Births and 
Baptisms 1558-1898 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1473000 

Germany Deaths and 
Burials, 1582-1958 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1494474 

Germany Marriages, 
1558-1929 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1473009 

Germany, Lutheran 
Baptisms, Marriages, and 
Burials, 1500-1971 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/3015626 

Germany, Rhineland, 
Diocese of Trier, Catholic 
Church Records, 1704-
1957 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2790268 

 

These are just some of the database options available. For more options specific to 
certain areas, visit http://www.familysearch.org. Sign in or register for a free account 
and then click on the Search tab. From there, find the map on the right hand side, and 
select Europe, then Germany. This will take you to the German research page. You 
can search all German collections or scroll down and select the specific collection 
you would like to search. Some databases include images, others are just an index.  

FINDING UNINDEXED RECORDS 

If you cannot find records for your ancestor using the options above, don’t despair! 
More often than not, records for your ancestor’s parish or civil registration office have 
not yet been indexed. To locate these records, you will need the political jurisdiction 
(Standestamt) and Religious Jurisdiction (found under the Ecclesiastical tab) from 
Meyers.  
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1. Go to http://www.familysearch.org. Sign in or register for a free account. Hover 
the mouse over Search, then select Catalog.  

2. Search for records by using the name of the place. In the Place field, type in the 
name of the standestamt town or the town in which the parish (or Jewish 
synagogue) is located. Choose the corresponding option from the drop down 
menu and press search.  

3. Search results will be broken up by category. Look for ones labeled Church 
Records (if your ancestor was Catholic, Lutheran or another denomination) 
Jewish Records (if your ancestor was Jewish) or Civil Records (if you are 
searching for people and events post 1870s).  

Click on the category you are interested in. Some entries will be in German. If you are 
using Google Chrome, right click on the page and select “translate to English.” 
Otherwise, use the vocabulary words below to help you navigate through the records.  
GERMAN: ENGLISH: 

Evangelische Evangelical (Lutheran) 

Kirchenbuch Church book 

Katholische Catholic 

Kirche Church 

Geburten Birth 

Taufen Baptism 

Heiraten Marriage 

Tote Death 

Familienregister Family Register 

 

Clicking on an entry will bring you to its page in the catalog. Scroll down to Film/Digital 
Notes. The left hand column is the title of the film – look for one that has the events and 
time period you are looking for. The right hand column provides information about the 
availability of the film. A magnifying glass means the record has been indexed and is 
searchable – just click on the magnifying glass to search the film. A camera icon 
means the images are available to view online. A camera with a key on top means 
that you must be signed in to view the record, in a qualifying family history center, or a 
member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints to view the online images. A 
microfilm icon means that the record is not available online, but may be viewed at the 
Family History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah.  
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WHAT DO I DO IF I  DON’T KNOW GERMAN? 

You don’t have to speak German to read genealogical documents. The following 
tools and resources will help you decipher German handwriting and find your 
ancestors in German records:  

FamilySearch Wiki: 

o Germany Handwriting: useful handouts, articles and other information. 
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Germany_Handwriting 

o German Genealogical Word List: common words found in German records with 
English translations 
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/German_Genealogical_Word_List 

o Latin Genealogical Word List: if your ancestor was Catholic, records may have 
been kept in Latin. Use the Latin word list to help you understand Latin records 
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Latin_Genealogical_Word_List 

FamilySearch Learning Center: 

o There are several classes and tutorials available. Go to 
https://www.familysearch.org/ and in the upper right hand corner, select Help, 
then choose Learning Center. Search for classes on German handwriting. There 
are other research based options available as well, not only for Germany, but 
for other countries!  

FamilySearch Community: 

o Collaborate with other researcher by using the Community. Go to 
https://www.familysearch.org/ and in the upper right hand corner, select Help, 
then choose Community.  

Other Tools: 

o Script Generator Tool: Type in words to see them in different German scripts! 

http://www.deutsche-handschrift.de/adsschreiben.php#schrifftfeld 

o German Script Tutorial: Available through BYU, this website can help you read 
the old German script 

https://script.byu.edu/Pages/German/en/intro.aspx 
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PAINTING A PICTURE OF YOUR ANCESTOR’S LIFE  
 
El l ie Vance, B.A.   

Genealogy is so much more than just names, dates, and places – it 
involves discovering the r ich history an ancestor left behind. 
Although we may not have access to journals, letters or photos for 
an ancestor, it’s st i l l  possible to paint a colorful and vivid picture of 
their l i fe using historical context and online resources.  
 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
Placing your ancestor within their proper historical context is of the 
upmost importance. The history and events your ancestors l ived 
through are the backdrop for the picture of their l i fe. Researching 
the historical context al lows us to understand our ancestor’s daily 
l ives, tradit ions, customs and migration patterns. Uti l iz ing secondary 
sources is a great way to incorporate historical context into your 
research and really bring your ancestor’s story to l i fe.  

§ TOWN AND COUNTY HISTORIES: town and county histories can give you a 
feel for what life was like in the locality your ancestor lived in at the time 
that they were there.  

 

§ ACADEMIC JOURNALS AND ARTICLES: journals and articles are often a 
great way to quickly learn about a historical event.  

 

§ BOOKS: look for books about a historic event your ancestor lived through. 
Older books that are out of copyright may be available online.    

HOW DO I FIND THE SOURCES INDICATED ABOVE?  

Title Link or access information Description 
World Cat https://www.worldcat.org A catalog for the world’s library. 

Depending on your local library, 
some books may be available 
through ILL.  

Google Books https://books.google.com A collection of online and e-books.  
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Archives.org https://archive.org An internet archive filled with 
millions of primary and secondary 
sources, books and more!  

HathiTrust https://www.hathitrust.org A digital library who partners with 
academic and research institutions 
to offer digitized titles.  

FamilySearch https://www.familysearch.org/se
arch/catalog-search/ 

The FamilySearch Family History 
Library has a large collection of 
books, both digitized and within the 
library.  

JSTOR ($) https://www.jstor.org Database of scholarly articles and 
journals as well as primary sources 
and books. Check to see if your 
library has institution access.  

Google Scholar https://scholar.google.com Database of scholarly articles, 
books, abstracts, reviews etc.  

PERSI – 
Periodical 
Source Index 
($) 

https://www.findmypast.com/pe
rsi 

Index to thousands of magazines, 
newsletters, journals and 
periodicals. Available through 
FindMyPast.  

Google http://google.com Search the web for articles, books, 
county histories etc. You never 
know what you might find!  

Public or 
University 
Library for your 
County 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  A library specific to your county 
may have unique resources 
available! 

 

Historical or 
Genealogical 
Society for your 
County 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  A locality specific society may  

*If you’ve located a source but it’s not available at your local library, don’t fret! 
Check to see if your library offers international library loan (ILL), a service where 
a patron of one library can receive books owned by another library.  
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PAINTING A PICTURE 

§ FAMILY SOURCES: dig through those old boxes that your great-aunt has 
stored in the basement! They may be filled with fun photos, letters, 
mementos or family papers. 

 

§ HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES: be sure to contact historical 
or genealogical societies for the locality your ancestor lived in. They may 
have primary records for your ancestor stored in their archives.  

 

§ GRAVE MARKERS: in the absence of photos, grave markers can be the 
next best thing.  

o Findagrave.com 
o Billiongraves.com 
o Check to see if cemeteries in the county have their own personal 

websites or database.  
§ NEWSPAPERS: your ancestor may have left behind an interesting paper 

trail in newspaper articles. And even if your ancestor isn’t mentioned in a 
newspaper article or obituary, reading through their community’s local 
paper can give a good flavor of what everyday life was like at the time.  

o  newspapers.com ($, but free on BYU campus);  
o chroniclingamerica.loc.gov 
o news.google.com/newspapers 

 

 

§ MAPS: plotting where your ancestor lived on a map makes their stories feel 
much more real. The following map collections may be useful:  

o David Rumsey Historical Map Collection: davidrumsey.com 
o Library of Congress Maps Collection: loc.gov/maps/collections 
o Old Maps Online Collection: oldmapsonline.org 
o Google Maps: maps.google.com 
o Sanborn Insurance Maps: available from a variety of sources, see 

the FamilySearch Wiki, “Sanborn Insurance Maps” for more 
information.  

 

§ GOOGLE MAPS/EARTH: Use addresses found on census or vital records to 
see what the building or home looks like now!  

o maps.google.com 
o google.com/earth/ 
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o Combine your findings in google maps/Earth with websites like 
zillow.com, where you can find information about homes. Zillow will 
often list what year the home was built. Perhaps your ancestors 
were some of the home’s first residents!  

 

WRITE IT DOWN!  

Once you’ve painted a beautiful picture of your ancestor’s life using both 
primary and secondary sources, be sure to write it down in a biography that can 
be shared with generations to come!  

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE SEE:  
 

“Creating a Personal History of Ancestors,” FamilySearch Wiki, 
http://familysearch.org/wiki.  
  

Amie Tennant, “4 Steps for Using Google Earth for Genealogy,” 27 January 2016, 
LisaLouiseCooke, lisalouisecooke.com.  

 

“Sanborn Insurance Maps,” FamilySearch Wiki, http://familysearch.org/wiki.  

 

“11 Do’s and Don’ts of Writing Family Biographies,” Legacy Tree Blog, 
legacytree.com/blog.  
 

*Links current as of June 2019.  



 

UTILIZING AMERICAN CHURCH RECORDS IN YOUR RESEARCH 
  
El l ie Vance, B.A.  

WHY ARE CHURCH RECODS IMPORTANT? 
In 1787, the Const itut ion guaranteed the separation of church and state and 
rel igious freedoms. As a result,  America is a land f i l led with diverse rel igions, 
with a variety of different churches and records. These records are an often 
underuti l ized source in American genealogy and can help provide vital 
information where other records might be lacking. This guide wi l l  discuss what 
kinds of records might be avai lable, how to determine which church your 
ancestor may have attended, and how to access the records. 
 

TYPES OF CHURCH RECORDS:  

RECORD TYPE INFORMATION RECORDED:  

Baptism/Christening 
(Usually a child, but 
can also be an 
adult) 

Name of the individual baptized, names of parents, date and 
place of the event, and often information about birth.  

Marriage Names of the bride and groom, date of marriage. Sometimes 
includes ages, residences, birth information, or names of 
parents.  

Burial Name of the deceased, date and place of burial. May also 
include date and place of death, age or birth date, or names 
of spouse(s) and parents.  

Confirmation 
Records 

Name of the individual confirmed and date of confirmation. 
For many religions, confirmation takes place at a particular 
age, which can be used to calculate an approximate birth 
year. 

Membership 
Records 

Name, date and location of the membership list. 

Family Bibles Family genealogies and histories.  
*Other records may include church censuses, church histories, financial records or Sunday 
School lists.  

 
 
HOW DO I KNOW WHICH CHURCH MY ANCESTOR ATTENDED?  
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o Family tradition 
o Obituaries 
o Cemeteries – were they buried in a church cemetery?  
o Ethnicity or origin 

o Discovering your ancestor’s country of origin can help provide a clue as 
to what religion they may have affiliate with. See the chart below:  

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: CHURCH LIKELY ATTENDED IN THE U.S. 

England Episcopal 

France Catholic or Lutheran (if French Huguenot) 

Germany Catholic or Lutheran 

Greece Greek Orthodox 

Ireland Catholic 

Latin American Countries Catholic 

Nordic Countries Lutheran 

Scotland Protestant 

Spain Catholic 

Russia and Eastern Europe Eastern Orthodox, Catholic, Jewish or Lutheran 
 

o County histories 
o Locate county histories by using: FamilySearch Wiki, FamilySearch 

Catalog, Archives.org, county historical and genealogical societies, 
Google, Google Books.  

o Use maps to locate nearby churches 
o The following map collections may be useful: Sanborn Fire Insurance 

Maps, David Rumsey Map Collection. 
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ACCESSING CHURCH RECORDS: 
Because church records were kept individually by church, it  can often be 
diff icult to locate church records. The fol lowing are some resources that 
may be useful in your research.   

 
Title Link or access information Description 
Southern 
Historical 
Collection 

https://library.unc.edu/wilson/shc Resource for 
manuscript collections 
in the Southern United 
States.  

Druin 
Collection 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collection
s/drouinus/ 

 

Indexed Catholic 
Records for states 
including AL, AK, IL, IN, 
LA, ME, MA, MO, MI, NY, 
PA. 

Evangelical 
Lutheran 
Church in 
America 
(ELCA) 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collection
s/elcabmd/ 

Records from more 
than 2,000 ELCA 
congregations.  

Swedish 
American 
Church 
Records 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collection
s/swedishamericancovenant/ 

 

Records from select 
Evangelical Covenant 
churches in America.  

Presbyterian 
Church 
Records 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collection
s/presbyteriansociety/ 

 

Presbyterian records  

Catholic 
Heritage 
Archive 

https://www.findmypast.com/catholicrecord
s 

 

Online collection of 
Roman Catholic 
Records.  

Jewish Records http://www.ajhs.org/family-history 

https://www.jewishgen.org 

Excellent Jewish 
research websites. 

The Archives of 
the Episcopal 
Church 

https://www.episcopalarchives.org Digital archives are 
available.  

Methodist https://www.drew.edu/library/special-
collections-archives/umahc/ 

Official archival 
repository for the United 
Methodist Church.  



 

ãEl l ie  Vance,  2019 Please do not  copy or  d istr ibute th is  guide without  permiss ion of  the author.   
 

The Church of 
Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day 
Saints 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Recor
ds_of_The_Church_of_Jesus_Christ_of_Latter-
day_Saints 

Special Collections at 
FHL; restrictions may 
apply.  

German 
Immigrants in 
American 
Church 
Records 

Minert, Roger P. German Immigrants in 
American Church Records. Available at the 
FHL, BYU FHL or available for purchase online.  

Indexed church records 
for German immigrants. 
Several volumes, 
divided by location.  

 

o Family History Library 
o The Family History Library has microfilmed and/or digitized many church 

records. Search using your locality and look for “Church records.”  
o Church Archives or Headquarters 

o Your ancestor’s church may have a central office or archive. Search the 
web.  

o Contact the church your ancestor attended 
o The records may still be stored at the church or local church leadership 

might be able to direct you to where their church records are now stored.  
o Genealogical and Historical Societies 

o Many genealogical and historical societies have preserved church 
records. Search the web for a society in your locality.  

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE SEE:  
 

“United States Church Records,” FamilySearch Wiki, http://familysearch.org/wiki.  
 

“U.S. Church Records Class Handout,” FamilySearch Wiki, http://familysearch.org/wiki. 
 

Sunny Jane Morton, “Genealogy Workbook: Church Records,” Family Tree Magazine, 
http://familytreemagazine.com.  
 

*Links current as of June 2019.  
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Charts and spreadsheets can help us better see and understand details of records and 

individuals. Distinguish two families with members of same or similar names: 

 

A chronology can also help us think logically about the evivdence. Would a woman really cross 

back and forth across the ocean between America and England in the 18th century? What do 

you consider as you examine the timing of the births?  

FATHER BIRTH OR CHRISTENING GIVEN NAME PLACE 

James 10 Sep 1722 Mary E. Haddam, Middlesex CT 

James 2 Dec 1724 Hannah East Haddam Middlesex CT 

James Jan 1726 John Ovenden, Halifax, Yorks., Eng 

James 1727 Abigail East Haddam Middlesex CT 

James 10 Sep 1727 Ann Illingworth,York,England 

James 30 Nov 1729 Mary Halifax,York,England 

James 13 Apr 1731 Joel East Haddam Middlesex CT 

James 8 Oct 1732 James Ovenden, Halifax, Yorks., Eng 

James 26 Nov 1734 Judah Kinderhook, Columbia Co., NY 

James 25 Dec 1734 William Ovenden or Halifax, Yorkshire, Eng 

James 8 May 1737 David Ovenden, Halifax, Yorks., Eng 

James 24 Mar 1738 Zecheriah East Haddam Middlesex CT 

James 21 Oct 1739 Samuel Ovenden, Halifax, Yorks., Eng 

James 17 Feb 1740 Frederick E. Haddam Middlesex CT 

James 11 Apr 1742 Jonas Ovenden, Halifax, Yorks., Eng 

James 20 Jul 1742 Aaron East Haddam Middlesex CT 

Reconnect the correct families! 

mailto:ancestorseekerjrw@gmail.com
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/LZFD-K6W
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/LZZ9-L8L
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A simple timeline can help us see the details of a person or family’s life. 

Dave Evevnt 

 Birth 

 Christening 

 Marriage 

 Birth of child 

 Death 

 

To add a chart to Word, click Insert, then Table. Select the number of columns and rows. 

   
 

A family can be compared over multiple census years to watch the family grow and individuals 

move on as they age. It can also help identify relationships despite spelling differences, name 

changes, etc.  

 

Figure 1 Railton family census with occupations.1 

 
1 Citations and details in Appendix B.3. 

mailto:ancestorseekerjrw@gmail.com
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Figure 2 Families with Temperance Hotels 1891-1901.2 

 

Word processors and spreadsheets in various software brands work quite similarly but do have 

helpful differences.  

 

Excel has many advantages over tables in word – especially for more detail. However, the size 

can be more difficult to display, but sharing a workbook is a great possibility. 

 

Recreate extractions of original record books:  

 

 

 
2 Citations and details in Appendix B.3. 

mailto:ancestorseekerjrw@gmail.com
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Sort in spreadsheets to help group names and details to differentiate individuals.

 

 

BMDRegisters search results: 

 

 

mailto:ancestorseekerjrw@gmail.com
https://bmdregisters.co.uk/


Spreadsheets and Charts – Comparing and Analyzing Evidence 

Jill R. Woodbury  ancestorseekerjrw@gmail.com ©2019 

How are the censuses in the US, UK and Canada the same or different? 

 

 

Filter and sort FamilySearch Record search results: 

 

 

 

mailto:ancestorseekerjrw@gmail.com
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We have been told to pay attention to witnesses, bondsmen, godparents, neighbors, etc.       

But how? By what means do you track the friends, neighbors, associates, owners, or others 

who were influential in the lives, migrations, future, and perhaps relations of your ancestors? 

How will you enter these people into your desktop family history program? Will they become 

unrelated people floating alone?  

Reconnect any already found unassigned relations and connect new important people so you 

never lose your “Sundry Links”1 in your desktop family history software or your family research. 

    

Link each person who you suspect to be a relative to your family member as identified in the 

record. 

 

Example: Two bonds on facing pages for two marriages with some surnames the same, but 

relationships unidentified:2 

[page] 54 [page] 55 

Robert [?] Walker and N Keath are held and firmly 
bound 

we Nerias Keath and R B Keath are held and firmly 
bound 

Robert H Walker and Lucinda Keath … Joined … 
Matrimony 

Nerias Keath and Cyntha Bane … Joined … 
Matrimony 

  

 

 
1 Heredis. Sundry Links. 2 April 2019. https://help.heredis.com/en/sundry-links/ : accessed 12 August 2019. 
2 "Alabama County Marriages, 1809-1950," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9BLC-97ZR?cc=1743384&wc=3LJF-RMQ%3A1586901201 : 16 July 
2015), 005205830 > image 43 of 547; County Probate Courts, Alabama. 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9BLC-
97ZR?i=42&cc=1743384&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A29F2-G49 : accessed 12 August 2019. 

mailto:ancestorseekerjrw@gmail.com
https://help.heredis.com/en/sundry-links/
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9BLC-97ZR?i=42&cc=1743384&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A29F2-G49
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9BLC-97ZR?i=42&cc=1743384&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A29F2-G49
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https://www.heredis.com/en/  

 

Plenty of Help: https://help.heredis.com/en/ : accessed 12 August 2019. 

  

https://images.heredis.com/newsletter/newsletter-usroots-29-05-2019.html 

 
https://www.heredis.com/forums/en : accessed 12 August 2019. 

https://www.heredis.com/en/press/ : accessed 12 August 2019. 
https://www.heredis.com/en/press/articles/ : accessed 12 August 2019. 

 

 

If you click the following link it will download Heredis to your computer: 

https://rootstech.heredis.com 

mailto:ancestorseekerjrw@gmail.com
https://www.heredis.com/en/
https://help.heredis.com/en/
https://images.heredis.com/newsletter/newsletter-usroots-29-05-2019.html
https://www.heredis.com/forums/en
https://www.heredis.com/en/press/
https://www.heredis.com/en/press/articles/
https://rootstech.heredis.com/
https://www.heredis.com/en/support/learning-center/?version=19300&revision=10347M&hlangage=en&logiciel=Heredis19US
https://www.heredis.com/forums/en/?sid=b8bc51e8d775d090b97f2f2e14fbb753
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