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Not included with the CMSR for the Army are three 

sets of additional enlistments. Part of RG94 at the 

National Archives. Divided into groups:  

 

 Navy Personnel 

 Quartermaster General 

 Commissary General  

 

All three are available online at www.fold3.com  

 

REVOLUTIONARY WAR ROLLS, 1775-1783: 

 

Part of the group of records covering the 

Revolutionary War and organized by the name of the 

organization.  Searchable by Regiment, Battalion, 

and Companies) to locate details about military 

service for volunteers and men of the Continental 

Line. This collection is located at the National 

Archives in Washington, DC and is part of  RG94.  It 

is also at www.ancestry.com and at www.fold3.com.  

 

SERVICE RECORD VOLUNTEER, 1784-1811: 

 

After the Revolutionary War ended in 1783 a need to 

have militia and volunteers recorded was important to 

the newly formed United States.  Called the “Old 

War” series they include the Whiskey Rebellion 

(1794) and Shay’s Rebellion (1786) where militia 

and volunteers were called up for military service. 

 

The CMSR detail information found on the original 

muster rolls including; names, units, payrolls, 

receipts, returns, and lists of soldiers who served.  

This set of records is found online at www.fold3.com 

and www.ancestry.com 

 

    
 

INTRODUCTION:  

 

Researching your Revolutionary War ancestor can be 

very rewarding and provide otherwise unknown 

details about our ancestors from the 18th century.  In 

this lecture the focus will be on records at the 

National Archives that relate specifically to military 

service during the war.  Covered also are the Navy 

along with records that followed the conflict in 1783. 

Also examined in detail are pensions and bounty land 

records that offer the kind of genealogical material 

seldom seen in other records from the same time 

period.  Where available online-every effort has been 

made to provide links to online sources.  

 

COMPILED MILITARY SERVICE RECORDS: 

 

Central to the any Revolutionary War soldiers 

military service these records are housed at the 

National Archives in Washington, DC.  A project was 

begun in 1894 under the direction of the War 

Department and Colonel Fred C. Ainsworth  and the 

pension office to detail each soldiers military service 

during the war.  Records were painstakingly copied 

from the original documents and later were filmed 

and digitized and made available online.  

 

This group of records consist of card abstracts 

detailing entries relating to each soldier from original 

records. The original records are located at the 

National Archives in Washington, DC and part of 

RG94. Also included are muster rolls, pay lists, 

caption cards, and other related records. This cover 

the states of DE, MD, GA, MD, NH, NJ, NY, PA, 

NC, RI, SC, VT, and VA.  These records are online at 

www.fold3.com.  
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Pensions could be categorized into three basic types 

that were approved by the US Government for soldiers 

and their dependents.   

 

Disability or Invalid Pensions - Awarded to soldiers 

for physical disabilities sustained while in service. 

 

Service Pensions - Awarded to veterans who served 

for specified periods of time.  

 

Widows' Pensions –Pension granted to women whose 

husbands had been killed in the war or were veterans 

who served for specified periods of time.  

 

Bounty Land was also available to eligible veterans. It 

was done to give veterans land in exchange for their 

military service. The record indexes and documents are 

available online at www.ancestry.com. When searching 

both Pensions and Bounty Land files, certain 

abbreviations used on the card index files which 

included:  

  

“W” Shows the file number for a widow pension 

application   

“S” Shown before the file number indicates a survivor-

and that the file contains post 1800 approved 

applications of the veteran for his pension.   

"B. L. Wt." Signifies a bounty-land warrant 

application file for the veteran soldier-containing 

details of service.   

“R” Indicated in the file number -shows that the 

pension application was rejected.  

  

Numerous Pension legislation evolved as the United 

States government determined the best way to care for 

veterans and their families for military service. These 

years included 1776, 1778, 1780, 1783, 1789, 1792, 

1806, 1818, 1820, 1823, 1828, 1832, 1836, 1838, 1848, 

and 1878 by the last act no more veterans lived. Bounty 

Land Act included 1778, 1803, 1806, 1850, 1852, and 

1855. Not included are State Bounty Lands.   

  
 

REVOLUTIONARY WAR MILITIA: 

 

Outside of the National Archives and the Compiled 

Service Records individual states recorded details 

about soldiers who served during the war.  The local 

militia weren’t regular soldiers, and typically served 

for shorter periods of enlistment and often stayed 

within their own state.  During the Revolutionary 

War there were different organizations at the Colony 

level. This included:   

 

Flying Camp-Not categorized as Militia. Called up 

for 6 month enlistments.  Many of these units fought 

under General George Washington.  

 

Continental Line– Equivalent of the regulars.  Like 

the Flying Camp they were not  militia.  

 

Associator’s-  Were military associations and were 

not subject to fines or penalties of the local militia.  

 

Check your local State Archive or State Library for 

collection relating to Revolutionary War service.  

One collection online is the Pennsylvania Archives 

Series which are available online at www.fold3.com  

 

PENSIONS & BOUNTY LAND: 

 

After the Revolutionary War ended soldiers who 

served faithfully were often eligible to receive 

pensions from the government. The records are 

housed at the National Archives in Washington, DC 

and available online at www.fold3.com  The records 

have details about the veterans military service, and 

genealogy about his family. Often containing copies 

of affidavits, oaths, and records from family bibles 

this might be most complete history available for 

your war ancestor. Another location online where 

these records are found is www.heritagequest.com 

but the only drawback for this set pertains to the lack 

of complete files being copied when scanned.  

http://www.ancestry.com
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FINAL PAYMENT VOUCHERS: 

 

This collection details more than 65,000 voucher 

slips from 1818-1864 that serve as the final 

payments made to the veteran or widow.  The 

slips are not found in the pension applications and 

can provide additional details about the domicile, 

last payment date, death date of the veteran, 

dependant children, or maiden name of the 

widow. Also of importance is the Pension Act in 

which the veteran was first paid.  The records are 

found in the National Archives as part of RG217-

which is the Treasury Department and found 

online at www.fold3.com     

 

Two additional record sets that offer additional 

details come from both Georgia and Delaware.  

The records take the form of Affidavits and can 

provide additional genealogical information about 

the veteran or his immediate family.  This set of 

records is also found online at www.fold3.com 

 

PENSION PAYMENT LEDGERS: 

 

This set of records details payment ledgers from 

1818-1872, generated by the Treasury Office that  

recorded semi-annual payment to veterans of the 

Revolutionary War. The listing by states includes; 

name, rank, allowance, semi-annual payment, and 

often date of death when the veteran was dropped 

from the rolls. It is part of RG217 at the National 

Archives and is online at www.familysearch.org 

and also searchable at www.ancestry.com 

 

HESSIAN SOLDIERS: 

 

Group of soldiers contracted for military service 

in the Revolutionary War by England from 

Germany. During the course of the war, England 

hired about 30,000 German mercenaries to find in 

Colonial America.   

The Hessian soldiers were supplied from several 

principalities including Cassel, Hessen, and Prussia.  

Research should be concluded in the various German 

State Archives for muster rolls, and related 

documents.  Another source for general information 

regarding Hessian soldiers is found online at 

www.allthingsliberty.com.  Of the total number of 

soldiers who served less than 1/2 returned back to 

Germany.  Many were killed or wounded and taken 

prisoners.  Large pockets of Hessians remained in the 

United States after the war ended.  

  

LOYALISTS 

 

Loyalists were those who remained loyal to the 

British Crown during the Revolutionary War. Often 

called Tories. Land records is an excellent clue that a 

Loyalist left the area and gave up their property at the 

end of the war.  

 

Outside of local sources, searches should be 

conducted in the Library and Archives of Canada in 

Ottawa and the England’s National Archives were 

records of Loyalist who were organized in regiments 

are listed by names.  

 

At the end of the Revolutionary War- About 15% fled 

to other parts of the British Empire. Still others 

forfeited their lands and property.   

 

3 databases that document Loyalists during the 

Revolutionary War are available online at 

www.ancestry.com  

 

 UK American Loyalists Claims, 1776-1835 

 American Loyalists Migrations, 1765-1799 

 New York Sales of Loyalist Land, 1762-1830 

 

The last database even though from New York serves 

as an excellent source for families from Pennsylvania 

who may have moved between the two states.  
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FEDERAL CENSUS RECORDS: 

 

The 1840 Federal Census recorded veterans (or their 

widows) of the Revolutionary War.  Details included 

the name, age, and the listed head of household where 

the veteran was domiciled. The census of 1840 

Revolutionary War pensioners is recorded 

alphabetically by state, and then by county.  The list 

is available online at www.ancestry.com  

 

LINEAGE SOCIETIES: 

 

Descendants of veterans of the Revolutionary War 

could join organizations to remember and honor the 

service of their military ancestor. This is done by 

establishing documented relationships through 

multiple generations from the applicant to the 

qualifying ancestor. Some of these organizations 

include;   

 

Daughters of the American Revolution 

Headquarters  

1776 D. Street, NW Washington, DC  20006  

Phone: 202-628-1776  

www.dar.org  

 

The DAR library in Washington, DC is one of the 

largest and most comprehensive collections of 

material that relates to Revolutionary War service for 

persons who are related.  Searches of the files can be 

done online at their website with a fee to obtain 

copies of the original files at the library.   

 

Sons of the American Revolution-  

Headquarters  

1000 South 4th Street  

Louisville, Kentucky 40203-3208  

Phone: 502-589-1776  

www.sar.org  

The applications of members of the SAR are scanned 

and available online covering the years  1889-1970.  

Records are searchable online at www.ancestry.com 
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