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Research and Share with Social Media  
Lianne Kruger 

Social media can be used to help genealogists in four areas. Research your family line, 
general research helps and training, sharing information with others and meeting 
distant relatives. I will share examples of these six free platforms in those four areas. 
         

Facebook  Twitter  
Research your family line 

 Lots of people from all over the world 

 Links given to helps shared  

 Easy to use 

 People share photos of people and 
locations  

 Join a group.  
There are groups for last names, 
towns/cities, counties, provinces/states, 
historical societies, and topics such as DNA 
helps. 

 Ask questions about locations, history and 
family to the people in the groups. 
 

 Research your family line 

 Lots of people from all over the world 

 Links to great helps shared in tweets 

 Fairly easy to use 

 Join live twitter chats where people, from all 
over the world tweet for an hour about their 
favourite subject. Nice support. 
o #AncestryHour and #GenChat 

 Ask others for information about ancestors 
or locations or other people with twitter 
accounts in the area.  

 

General Research Helps & Training 

 Like pages based on towns/cities, 
provinces/states and countries where your 
family has lived.  

 Like genealogical groups for last names. 

 Genealogical groups share links to help and 
training pages. 

 Talk to people who live there now. 

 Many groups will ask why you are joining. 
Answer the questions and they will let you 
join. 

 

  General Research Helps & Training 

 Follow twitters from genealogists and 
specialists in the areas you are researching  

 Follow people who tweet about genealogy.  

 Get links to help in research areas, and 
genealogical topics, family history, writing 
family history, etc.  

 Meet new friends from all over the world 
with the same hobby as yourself 

 Share success stories and brick walls with 
people who understand 

 
Share information with others 

 Add photos to your Facebook page 

 Problem: Facebook now owns that photo 
and can use it anywhere. They don’t usually 
but they now can.  

 Security: Create a group page. Add family 
members. Allow only those you want to see 
your group.  

 

 Share information with others 

 Share information on resources  

 Help others researching  

 Once you make a connection then chat in 
Messenger or by email. 

Meet distant relatives 

 Very possible to do! 

 Meet distant relatives 

 Very possible to do! 
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Pinterest  
 

YouTube 

Research your family line 

 Many people from all over the world 

 Visual 

 Pins are links to websites, blogs  

 Search is easy to use. 

 Search for pins with locations of your 
ancestors, or last names.  

 Lots of pins with links with helps such as 
maps, customs, food, history, buildings, etc. 
 

 Research your family line 

 1.3 billion people use it from everywhere 

 300 hours of video are uploaded every 
minute  

 Almost 5 billion videos are watched each day.  

 80% of views are outside USA 

 Great search engine.  
Search for family names 
 

General Research Helps & Training 

 Follow people who have research helps or 
training in genealogy. Every time they post 
you will see their new posts.  

 You can follow them [all their boards] or 
just one board.  

 Pinterest will also list for you pins that are 
similar to ones you are following or have 
added to your boards. It does the search 
for you! 

 

  General Research Helps & Training 

 Search for channels with videos teaching on 
how to’s for research, DNA, organization, 
methodology.  

 Follow genealogists and specialists in the 
areas you are researching  

 Search for research videos giving help in 
genealogical topic such as DNA, 
methodology, technology, the area of your 
research etc. There is almost a video for 
everything  
 

Share information with others 

 Organize pins by categories such as 
locations, helps in research, maps, etc. into 
boards.  

 Put a description of the link to help others 
know the area or last name of the post you 
are directing them to.  

 Get family to follow your boards 

 Would not share family photos or stories 
here but links to a blog or other locations 
which has the photos and videos. Other 
family members might find you.  
 

 Share information with others 

 Make your own private channel 

 Upload your family videos  

 Make PowerPoints into videos to share 

 Share videos with family 

 They can add comments below the videos to 
add their own stories or points of view on 
events. 
 

Meet distant relatives 

 Possible but not as likely. 

 Meet distant relatives 

 Possible, not as likely. 
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  Blogs   
 Instagram 

Research your family line 

 Search for your last name or family. Other 
Bloggers may have your family on their 
blog. 

 Search for blogs that have information 
about your area of research. 
 

 Research your family line 

 Not the best place for this.  

 Only upload from a phone [not computer] 

General Research Helps & Training 

 Search for bloggers who give general 
research tips on technology or 
methodology or DNA 

 Add your email so everytime they add a 
post you are notified by email 
 

  General Research Helps & Training 

 Not much shared here. Sometimes a link to 
their blog or website.  

Share information with others 

 This can be private so only family who 
know the link can see this blog 

 Add a post for a photo and have people 
make comments on it. They can download 
the photo from the blog post 

 Add a story and ask family to comment.  

 Add scanned documents such as 
certificates, report cards, awards, etc. 
Family members can download from the 
blog.  
 

 Share information with others 

 Share photos. They can add comments.  

 This is where the next generation is 

 Get them involved by coming here and 
adding items about your family.  

Meet distant relatives 

 Very possible to do! Cousins searching may 
find your blog and find a family connection.  

 Meet distant relatives 

 Possible but not as likely.  

 
 


